Date: _________________
Dear Parent or Guardian:

Our school has been selected to participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), also known as the Nation’s Report Card.  NAEP is given in all 50 states including the District of Columbia to 4th and 8th graders. This year, NAEP is conducting three assessments in our state and across the nation: reading, mathematics, and science. Each child selected will be taking only one of these tests.
The NAEP assessment will take place on __________________________ and will take approximately 1½ hours to administer. A sample of our ________________ grade students will be selected to be assessed in reading, mathematics, or science and your child may be part of that sample. All responses are confidential, and no results will be reported to or about individual students or schools. This means that the names of students who take part in NAEP are not recorded on any of the assessment materials that leave the school and your child’s grades or progress in school will not be affected by participating. 

NAEP data and results are used in Rhode Island to make decisions regarding education.  To help guide these decisions, NAEP asks students questions about their school experience, background, and what teachers teach in the classroom in addition to the subject matter questions. These questions do not ask about personal beliefs or attitudes.  Students may omit any question or part of the assessment that they do not wish to answer.  If you do not wish to have your child participate in the assessment, please contact ____________________ at ________________. All responses must be in writing and received by the school no later than 
_______.
We appreciate the participation of each child who is selected.  Students who participate in NAEP are playing a critical part in painting a picture of what our State’s and country’s schoolchildren are learning.   

For more information about NAEP and for NAEP results, you can visit the Rhode Island Department of Education web site (http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment/naep.aspx) or The Nation’s Report card website at http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard.  If you have questions, please contact Heather Heineke Agnew at 222-8493 or at Heather.Agnew@ride.ri.gov. A Demonstration Booklet and examples of test questions similar to those that will be asked on this year's assessments are available on both websites and at the school office if you would like to see what the tests look like. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact ______________________.

Sincerely,

Principal, (Name of School)
04/22/08

