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NECAP 2010 RELEASED INQUIRY TASK
GRADE 4 SCIENCE

i Describe another way Janelle could stop the river from wearing away her 
grandmother’s yard. Use what you learned in your sand dune investigations to 
explain why this would stop the river.

SCORE POINT 3

The response identifi es another way to keep the river from wearing away the yard (“a strong 
concrete dam”). The response includes a general explanation why it will work by referring to the 
results of the investigation with the sand dune and the fence.

u What information does Janelle need to gather to see if piling logs stopped the 
river from wearing away the yard?
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED INQUIRY TASK
GRADE 4 SCIENCE

i Describe another way Janelle could stop the river from wearing away her 
grandmother’s yard. Use what you learned in your sand dune investigations to 
explain why this would stop the river.

SCORE POINT 2

The response identifi es a way to keep the river from wearing away the yard (“a stone wall”). The 
response includes a limited explanation why it will work but makes no reference to the sand dune 
investigation.

u What information does Janelle need to gather to see if piling logs stopped the 
river from wearing away the yard?
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED INQUIRY TASK
GRADE 4 SCIENCE

i Describe another way Janelle could stop the river from wearing away her 
grandmother’s yard. Use what you learned in your sand dune investigations to 
explain why this would stop the river.

SCORE POINT 1

The response identifi es a way to keep the river from wearing away the yard (“pile up rocks”). The 
response has a minimal explanation (“so the water won’t go” to the house) and no reference to the 
sand dune investigation.

u What information does Janelle need to gather to see if piling logs stopped the 
river from wearing away the yard?
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED INQUIRY TASK
GRADE 4 SCIENCE

i Describe another way Janelle could stop the river from wearing away her 
grandmother’s yard. Use what you learned in your sand dune investigations to 
explain why this would stop the river.

SCORE POINT 0

The response proposes an implausible solution, demonstrating a lack of understanding of the intent of 
the inquiry task. 

u What information does Janelle need to gather to see if piling logs stopped the 
river from wearing away the yard?


