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Rhode Island receives grant to expand Advanced Placement courses
$75,000 grant will support training for AP teachers in low-achieving schools

Education Commissioner Deborah A. Gist announced today (Thursday, October 20, 2011) that Rhode Island has received a $75,000 grant to expand opportunities for College Board Advanced Placement (AP) courses in persistently low-achieving public high schools serving low-income students.
The grant is from the William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust. The Rhode Island Foundation will administer the funds, and the R.I. Department of Education (RIDE) will manage the program.
The funds are to be used to support the training of teachers and teaching assistants to prepare them to teach AP courses. “The goal of the program is to utilize AP to help drive reform in these high schools and better serve the students who attend them, preparing these students for college or careers upon graduation,” wrote Richard M. Krasno, the executive director of the trust, in awarding the grant.
“As we work together to transform education in Rhode Island, we need to close the achievement gaps that exist across our state and to improve our graduation rate,” said Governor Lincoln D. Chafee. “With the grant we have received to expand AP course offerings in our high-need schools, we will increase student engagement and move all of our schools toward greatness. I want to thank the William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust and the Rhode Island Foundation for supporting public education in Rhode Island.”
Senate Education Committee Chairwoman Hanna M. Gallo (D – Dist. 27, Cranston) said: “Advanced Placement courses require critical thinking by our students, the kind of critical thinking that is essential for success at the next level of learning and for jobs in today’s information-based economy. Students from one end of our state to the other should have access to rigorous AP course work. That is why I’ve been proud to submit important legislation to advance this goal. Together with the Department of Education, we are taking important steps to ensure that our high schools are adequately preparing students for their next educational step by challenging them to work harder and think critically.”
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“In order to prepare all of our students for success, we must ensure that our high schools offer challenging courses, such as AP courses, to encourage all students to achieve at the highest levels,” said George D. Caruolo, Chairman of the Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education. “This generous grant from the William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust will help us expand opportunities for students in our urban school districts and in some of our persistently low-achieving schools.”
 “Though participation in AP courses and exams has been increasing in Rhode Island high schools, we still see wide opportunity gaps across the state, with some schools offering 10 or more AP courses and with others, particularly in our urban districts, offering few or none,” said Commissioner Gist. “I commend the Providence Public Schools for their commitment to offering AP courses in every Providence high school. This grant will help Providence and other communities to close the opportunity gap and to provide rigorous and challenging courses to all students.”
Commissioner Gist announced the receipt of the grant at Central High School, in Providence. Central High School will be one of the schools that will benefit from the grant. 
“This training opportunity for teachers is a tremendous boost to our recent efforts to increase Advanced Placement opportunities for our students,” said Providence Schools Superintendent Dr. Susan F. Lusi. “We believe that every student should have access to the rigor and challenge of AP coursework, and this grant will better equip our educators as we strive to make that a reality.”
“We’re delighted to support this important effort to provide new opportunities to public high school students,” said Neil D. Steinberg, President & CEO of The Rhode Island Foundation. “Programs like this one are well aligned with our goals in public education. The William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust is to be commended for selecting Rhode Island as a site for expanding AP courses.”
During the previous school year (2010-11), 3,102 Rhode Island public-school students took AP exams, an increase of 13.8 percent over the prior year. Students took a total of 4,956 exams, an increase of 11.3 percent.
According to a report from the College Board, the range of AP course offerings varied widely across the state last year, with Classical High School offering 19 courses, Portsmouth High School offering 16 courses, Barrington High School offering 14 courses, and North Kingstown High School offering 12 courses. 
At the other extreme, in Providence, Central High School, Hope High School: Information Technology, and Mount Pleasant High School each offered 3 AP courses and Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School offered 1 course; Central Falls High School offered 2 AP courses; and, in Pawtucket, William E. Tolman Senior High School offered 3 courses and Charles E. Shea Senior High School offered 2 courses. 
The William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust was established in 1965 through the bequest of William R. Kenan, Jr., a mechanical engineer and business executive with a deep commitment to education. The philanthropic activities of the Trust include an education-grant program that aims to support high-quality education in the United States and to improve access to high-quality education for students, regardless of their socio-economic background. The Trustees were inspired to make this grant by the R.I. Department of Education and Commissioner Deborah A. Gist’s commitment to ensuring that all students in Rhode Island will be prepared to succeed in postsecondary education, careers, and life.
Information on AP participation rates and results for Rhode Island public high schools is available at:

http://infoworks.ride.ri.gov/student-achievement/statewide-data 
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