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RIDE awards $1.4 million to four charter public schools
Grants will fund expansion of charters, partnerships between charters and districts

Following a competitive application process, the R.I. Department of Education (RIDE) has awarded $1,435,000 to four charter public schools, Education Commissioner Deborah A. Gist announced today (August 25). 
The award money comes from the three-year, $9.4-million federal Charter School Program (CSP) grant that RIDE received from the U.S. Department of Education in August 2010. These are the first awards RIDE has issued under this program.
RIDE awards the grant money for the planning and implementation of new charter public schools and to facilitate partnerships between charter and traditional public schools to improve instruction and advance student achievement.
“I strongly believe that our charter public schools must be models for excellence and not islands of excellence,” said Commissioner Gist. “The expansion and creation of public charter schools is an important part of our plan for transforming education in Rhode Island. Equally important, we must build opportunities for charter public schools and traditional public schools to learn from one another and to share best practices. The grants that we are awarding today will help build lasting partnerships that will advance learning for many Rhode Island students.”
There are two types of Charter School Program grants: start-up grants (which may support either planning for a new school or implementation of a start-up plan) and dissemination grants, which enable charter public schools to build or expand partnerships with school districts to share best practices. 

-more-




These are the competitive grants RIDE awarded today: 

Start-up (Implementation) Grant Recipients:
	School
	Amount
	Purpose

	The Rhode Island Nursing Institute Charter School 
	$325K
	Begin High School

	Blackstone Valley Prep Mayoral Academy 
	$870K
	Begin Elementary and Middle School



Dissemination Grant Recipients:
	School
	Amount
	Purpose

	Highlander Charter School
	$140K
	Disseminate literacy model to elementary schools in partnership with East Providence schools

	The Learning Community 
	$100K
	Disseminate literacy model to elementary schools in partnership with Central Falls and East Providence schools



New and existing charters are eligible to compete for CSP grants at four different times during the next year. The deadlines for this year’s grant cycles are:  September 16, 2011; January 13, 2012; April 13, 2012; and July 13, 2012. For more information on the CSP grants or on applying to begin a charter public school, please contact Bill Clarke, RIDE Charter School Coordinator, at bill.clarke@ride.ri.gov. 
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