Course Alignment Templates for ELA/Written & Oral Communication


	Individual Course Alignment Review: GRADE (S) _____ Written Communication GSEs

The Written Communication GSEs are listed below by cluster. Review the descriptions of concepts and skills for each of RI’s grades 9-10 Writing GSEs. Then indicate which GSEs are addressed in each course you teach. Use the KEY to show GSEs explicitly taught/reinforced (I), assessed (A), and whether YOUR EXPECATIONS are comparable to the rigor of GSEs (+/√/-). Teachers teaching the same course should work together to indicate “consensus” mapping of GSEs to the course. This information will be compiled across courses and inform course revisions if needed.

	Written Communication

KEY       I=Instructed in course

A=Assessed in course

+/√/- = Rigor of course content compared to GSE
	Course #1

                                                                                                                                                            
	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	W – 9   Writing Conventions

W–10–9.1 Applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
W–10–9.2 Applying capitalization rules
W–10–9.4 Applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
W–10–9.5 Applying conventional and word-derivative spelling patterns/rules
	
	
	
	

	W-10 Writing Process

W—10—10 Students use a recursive process, including pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and critiquing to produce final drafts of written products.
	
	
	
	

	W-11 Habits of Writing

W—10—11.1 Writing with frequency, including in-school, out-of-school, and during the summer 
W—10—11.2 Sharing thoughts, observations, or impressions
W—10—11.3 Writing in a variety of genres
W—10—11.4 Generating topics for writing
	
	
	
	

	W - 1   Structures of Language

W—10--1.1 Using varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)
W—10--1.2 Using paragraph structures appropriately
W—10--1.3 Recognizing organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts   
W—10--1.4 Applying a format and text structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context 
	
	
	
	

	W – 2   Response to Literary or Informational Texts – understanding plot/ideas

W–10–2.1 Selecting and summarizing key ideas to set context, appropriate to audience
	
	
	
	

	W-3 Response to literary or informational texts- make and support analytical judgments W–10–3.1 Establishing an interpretive claim/assertion in the form of a thesis (purpose)

W–10–3.2 Making inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events, characters, setting, theme, or author’s craft

W–10–3.3 Using specific details and references to text or relevant citations to support thesis, interpretations, or conclusions

W–10–3.4 Organizing ideas, using transitional words/phrases and drawing a conclusion by synthesizing information (e.g., demonstrate a connection to the broader world of ideas)
	
	
	
	


	Individual Course Alignment Review: GRADE (S) _____ Written Communication GSEs (cont.)

	KEY       I=Instructed in course

A=Assessed in course

+/√/- = Rigor of course content compared to GSE
	Course #1

                                                                                                                                                            
	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	W – 4   Expressive Writing: Narrative – Creating a Story Line

W–10–4.1 Creating a clear and coherent (logically consistent) story line

W–10–4.2 Establishing context, character motivation, problem/conflict/challenge, and resolution, significance of setting, and maintaining point of view

W–10–4.3 Using a variety of effective transitional devices (e.g., ellipses; time transitions: such as flashback or foreshadowing; white space; or words/phrases) to enhance meaning

W-10-4.4 Using a variety of effective literary devices (i.e., flashback or foreshadowing, figurative language imagery) to enhance meaning
W-10--4.5 Establishing and maintaining theme
W-10-4.6 Providing a sense of closure
	
	
	
	

	W – 5   Expressive Writing: Narrative – Applying Narrative Strategies

W–10–5.1 Creating images, using relevant and descriptive details and sensory language to advance the plot/story line
W–10–5.2 Using dialogue to advance plot/story line
W–10–5.3 Developing characters through description, dialogue, actions, and relationships with other characters, when appropriate
W–10–5.4 Using voice appropriate to purpose
W–10–5.5 Maintaining focus
W–10–5.6 Controlling the pace of the story
	
	
	
	

	W – 12   Expressive Writing – Poetry

W–10–12.1   Writing poems in a variety of voices for a variety of audiences (purpose)
W–10–12.2   Writing poems that express speaker’s moods, thoughts, or feelings
W–10–12.3   Choosing conventional or alternative text structures to achieve impact
	
	
	
	

	W – 13   Expressive Writing: Poetry – use language effectively

W–10–13.1   Selecting vocabulary according to purpose and for effect on audience
W–10–13.2   Using rhyme, rhythm, meter, literary elements (e.g., setting, plot, characters) or figurative language
W–10–13.3   Selecting and manipulating words, phrases, or clauses, for connotation/shades of meaning and impact
W–10–13.4 Using a variety of poetic forms
	
	
	
	


	Individual Course Alignment Review: GRADE (S) _____ Written Communication GSEs (cont.)

	KEY       I=Instructed in course

A=Assessed in course

+/√/- = Rigor of course content compared to GSE
	Course #1

                                                                                                                                                            
	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	W – 14   Expressive Writing: Reflective

W—10—14.1 Engaging the reader by establishing context (purpose)

W—10—14.2 Analyzing a condition or situation of significance (e.g., reflecting on a personal learning or personal growth), or developing a commonplace, concrete occasion as the basis for the reflection
W—10—14.3 Using an organizational structure that allows for a progression of ideas to develop
W—10—14.4 Using a range of elaboration techniques (i.e., questioning, comparing, connecting, interpreting, analyzing, or describing) to establish a focus
W—10—14.5 Providing closure - leaving the reader with something to think about
	
	
	
	

	W – 6   Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive) – Organizing and Conveying Information

W--10-6.1 Using a text structure appropriate to focus/controlling idea or thesis (e.g., purpose, audience, context)
W-10--6.2 Selecting appropriate and relevant information (excluding extraneous details) to set context

W-10--6.3 Using transitional words or phrases appropriate to text structure

W-10--6.4 Drawing a conclusion by synthesizing information

W-10--6.5 Synthesizing information from multiple research studies, including primary sources
W-10--6.6 Listing and citing sources using standard format
	
	
	
	

	W – 7   Informational Writing – Organizing and Conveying Ideas

W–10–7.2 Stating and maintaining a focus/controlling idea/thesis
W–10–7.3 Writing with a sense of audience, when appropriate

W–10–7.4 Establishing authoritative voice

W—10-7.5 Using precise and descriptive language that clarifies and supports intent
	
	
	
	

	W – 8   Informational Writing – Using Elaboration Strategies

W—10--8.2 Including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea or thesis, and excluding extraneous information

W—10--8.3 Including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing, explaining, comparing, contrasting, or using visual images to support intended purpose
W—10--8.4 Addressing readers’ concerns (anticipating and addressing potential problems, mistakes, or misunderstandings that might arise for the audience)
W—10--8.5 Commenting on the significance of the information
	
	
	
	


	Individual Course Alignment Review: GRADE (S) _____ Oral Communication GSEs

The Oral Communication GSEs are listed below by cluster. Review the descriptions of concepts and skills for each of RI’s grades 9-10 Oral Communication GSEs. Then indicate which GSEs are addressed in each course you teach. Use the KEY to show GSEs explicitly taught/reinforced (I), assessed (A), and whether YOUR EXPECATIONS are comparable to the rigor of GSEs (+/√/-). Teachers teaching the same course should work together to indicate “consensus” mapping of GSEs to the course. This information will be compiled across courses and inform course revisions if needed.

	Oral Communication

KEY       I=Instructed in course

A=Assessed in course

+/√/- = Rigor of course content compared to GSE
	Course #1


	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	OC – 1   Oral Communications Strategies: Interactive Listening

OC—10—1.1 Following verbal instructions, to perform specific tasks, to answer questions, or to solve problems
OC—10—1.2 Summarizing, paraphrasing, questioning, or contributing to information presented
OC—10—1.3 Identifying the thesis of a presentation, determining the essential elements of elaboration, and interpreting or evaluating the message
OC—10—1.4 Participating in large and small group discussions showing respect for a range of individual ideas
OC—10—1.5 Reaching consensus to solve a problem, make a decision, or achieve a goal
	
	
	
	

	OC – 2   Oral Communications Strategies: Making Presentations

OC—10—2.1 Exhibiting logical organization and language use, appropriate to audience, context, and purpose
OC—10--2.2 Maintaining a consistent focus
OC—10—2.3 Including smooth transitions, supporting thesis with well-chosen details, and providing a coherent conclusion
OC--10—2.4 Effectively responding to audience questions and feedback
OC—10—2.5 Using a variety of strategies of address (e.g., eye contact, speaking rate, volume, articulation, enunciation, pronunciation, inflection, voice modulation, intonation, rhythm, and gesture) to communicate ideas effectively
OC—10--2.6 Using tools of technology to enhance message
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