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Explanation and Considerations for Use

This tool will most likely used by schools that require a formal research paper as part of their exhibition requirements. Both the research paper and writing conventions rubric must be used when assessing student performance.

The Research Paper rubric details the minimum standards required by RIDE. Schools should feel free to add but may not remove criteria.

This is a guidance document issued by the Rhode Island Department of Education. Rhode Island schools should consider it carefully when designing an exhibition system.

.
School-Wide Diploma Assessment: Exhibition Research Paper Rubric

Guidelines for Using Rubric: Select the box that most describes student performance in each area. Alternatively you can “split the indicators” use the check-boxes before each indicator to evaluate each item individually. Schools should use the criteria in this rubric as the minimum criteria to assess graduation by proficiency exhibitions. This criteria may, however, be modified to accommodate the individual needs of both students and schools.
	Category
	Exceeds Standard
	Meets Standard
	Below Standard
	Standards

	Ideas and Development

Paper is clear and focused; develops an arguable thesis or purpose substantiated with compelling evidence.


	Report includes:

· clearly stated arguable thesis/purpose

· supporting details that are accurate, relevant, and helpful; supported by solid research

· evidence of comprehension and synthesis of information used to support and expand upon the major ideas and develop expertise
	Report includes:

· thesis/purpose statement that is understandable but only somewhat arguable

· accurate details supported by research

· evidence of comprehension of information used to support the major ideas
	Report:

· does not include thesis/purpose statement or it is weakly developed

· lacks supporting details or details are inaccurate, vague, or questionable

· shows little evidence of comprehension of information and inability to relate information to major ideas
	W-12-7.2

W-12-6.5

E1c

E2a

	Organization 

The paper has a strong internal structure that serves to prove the thesis or purpose and leads the reader to the relevant points or important conclusion.
	Report includes:

· an introduction which states thesis/purpose, major ideas and previews structure of paper

· purposeful transitions that help to connect points to larger concepts

· a conclusion that restates thesis/purpose and effectively resolves questions.
	Report includes:

· an introduction with thesis/purpose statement 

· transitions that generally connect major ideas

·  a conclusion
	Report includes:

· an introduction that fails to introduce thesis/purpose clearly or smoothly

· poor transitions; ideas appear randomly ordered and do not link to major ideas

· no real conclusion, paper just stops
	A2b

E2a

W-12-6.1

W-12-6.3

	Resources

Report includes correctly cited information from a variety of sources.
	Report includes :

· an extensive variety of sources relevant to the thesis  used to expand ideas and give credibility to the research 

· all sources properly cited and formatted correctly both in body of paper and on a works cited page (MLA or APA format)
	Report includes:

· a variety of sources, mostly relevant to main ideas

· sources cited in body of paper and listed on a works cited page with few errors.
	Report includes:

·  a minimal number of sources of limited types

· sources not properly cited or formatted correctly; no works cited page 
	A3a

A3b

W-12-6.6


This tool was created and/or compiled by The Rhode Island Department of Education and The Education Alliance at Brown University, with the generous support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
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