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Explanation and Considerations for Use

This tool is useful in aligning your ELA courses with the ELA GSEs; it includes a sample matrix that is filled in with hypothetical courses. A blank matrix is also provided for you to fill in your own ELA courses and map the appropriate GSEs (listed to the left) to each course. This exercise will provide you with evidence of gaps in your ELA curriculum and enable you to see whether students have ample opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills indicated by the GSE. Remember that you have to review course-taking patterns after you do the alignment to ensure that all students have opportunities to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to graduate.

	Sample ELA High School Course Alignment Review Matrix – GRADE 9 course summary

The reading content clusters list related GSEs for local curriculum and assessment. After reviewing the descriptions of reading concepts and skills for each of RI’s HS reading GSEs, teachers indicated which GSEs are consistently taught, assessed, and have comparable expectations for rigor in each course offered to grade 9 students. This form summarizes course alignment for all ELA courses offered to grade 9 students at NBHS.  (* =  required for all grade 9 students)

	Reading Content Clusters
	Course:

Eng 9 Lev 1
	Course:

Eng 9 Lev 2
	Course:

Eng 9 Hon
	Course:

Basic Writing* 
	Course:

Lit Support

	R11 – Reading Fluency and Accuracy

R—11.1 Accuracy

R—11.2 Fluency

R—11.3 Fluency
	R—11.1

	
	
	
	R—11.1

	R2 and R3 – Vocabulary Strategies and Breadth of Vocabulary

R—2.1 Using strategies

R—3.1 Identifying synonyms

R—3.2 Selecting appropriate words
	R—2.1 

R—3.1 

R—3.2
	R—3.1 

R—3.2
	R—3.1 

R—3.2
	R—3.2
	R--2.1

R—3.1 

R—3.2

	R4 – Initial Understanding of Literary Text

R—4.1 Identify, describe, or make predictions

R—4.2 Paraphrase or summarize

R—4.3 Generate questions

R—4.4 Identify text features

R—4.5 Identify literary devices
	R—4.1 

R—4.2 

R—4.3
	R—4.1 

R—4.2 

R—4.3
	
	
	R—4.1 

R—4.2 

R—4.3

R—4.4

	R5, R6, and R16 – Analysis and Interpretation of Literary Text

R—5.1 Explain and support

R—5.2 Examine characterization

R—5.3 Make inferences

R—5.4 Explain point of view

R—5.5 Explain author’s message or theme

R—6.1 Use of literary devices

R—16.1 Compare stories

R—16.2 Provide relevant details
	R—5.1 

R—5.3 

R—5.4 

R—5.5 

R—6.1 

R—16.1 


	R—5.1 

R—5.2 

R—5.3 

R—5.4 

R—5.5 

R—6.1 

R—16.1 

R—16.2
	R—5.1 

R—5.2 

R—5.3 

R—5.4 

R—5.5 

R—6.1 

R—16.1 

R—16.2
	
	R—5.1

R—5.3

R—5.5



	R7 – Initial Understanding of Informational Text

R—7.1 Obtain information

R—7.2 Using information to answer

R—7.3 Organizing information

R—7.4 Generate questions

R—7.5 Identify text features
	R—7.1 

R—7.2 

R—7.3
	R—7.1 

R—7.2 

R—7.3
	R—7.1 

R—7.2 

R—7.3
	R—7.1

R—7.3
	R—7.1 

R—7.2 

R—7.3

R—7.5

	R8 - Analysis and Interpretation of Informational Text

R—8.1 Explain connections

R—8.2 Synthesize and evaluate

R—8.3 Draw inferences

R—8.4 Distinguish fact/opinion, bias

R—8.5 Make inferences

R—8.6 Evaluate clarity and accuracy
	R—8.1

R—8.3

R—8.4 

R—8.5
	R—8.1

R—8.3

R—8.4 

R—8.5
	R—8.1 

R—8.2

R—8.3 

R—8.4 

R—8.5 

R—8.6
	
	R—8.1

R—8.3

R—8.4

	R12 and R13 – Reading Strategies 

R—12.1 Using self-monitoring

R—13.1 Comprehension strategies
	R—13.1

	R—13.1
	
	
	R—12.1

R—13.1

	R14 – Habit of Reading Widely

R—14.1 Reading with frequency

R—14.2 Wide range of texts

R—14.3 Multiple texts for depth

R—17 Literate Community
	R—14.1

R—14.2
	R—14.1

R—14.2
	R—14.1 

R—14.2 

R—14.3
	
	R—14.1

	R15 – Research across Content Areas

R—15.1 Identify potential sources

R—15.2 Evaluate information

R—15.3 Organize, interpret  information

R—15.4 Draw conclusions
	
	
	
	R—15.1

R—15.2 

R—15.3

R—15.4
	


	ELA High School Course Alignment Review Matrix – GRADE:          Course:            
The reading content clusters list related GSEs for local curriculum and assessment. After reviewing the descriptions of reading concepts and skills for each of RI’s HS reading GSEs, indicate which GSEs are consistently taught, assessed, and have comparable expectations for rigor in each course offered to students in the grade level you choose to review. Use the sample matrix that precedes this as a model for aligning your specific ELA courses. 

	Reading Content Clusters
	Course:


	Course:


	Course:


	Course:

 
	Course:



	R11 – Reading Fluency and Accuracy

R—11.1 Accuracy

R—11.2 Fluency

R—11.3 Fluency
	
	
	
	
	

	R2 and R3 – Vocabulary Strategies and Breadth of Vocabulary

R—2.1 Using strategies

R—3.1 Identifying synonyms

R—3.2 Selecting appropriate words
	
	
	
	
	

	R4 – Initial Understanding of Literary Text

R—4.1 Identify, describe, or make predictions

R—4.2 Paraphrase or summarize

R—4.3 Generate questions

R—4.4 Identify text features

R—4.5 Identify literary devices
	
	
	
	
	

	R5, R6, and R16 – Analysis and Interpretation of Literary Text

R—5.1 Explain and support

R—5.2 Examine characterization

R—5.3 Make inferences

R—5.4 Explain point of view

R—5.5 Explain author’s message or theme

R—6.1 Use of literary devices

R—16.1 Compare stories

R—16.2 Provide relevant details
	
	
	
	
	

	R7 – Initial Understanding of Informational Text

R—7.1 Obtain information

R—7.2 Using information to answer

R—7.3 Organizing information

R—7.4 Generate questions

R—7.5 Identify text features
	
	
	
	
	

	R8 - Analysis and Interpretation of Informational Text

R—8.1 Explain connections

R—8.2 Synthesize and evaluate

R—8.3 Draw inferences

R—8.4 Distinguish fact/opinion, bias

R—8.5 Make inferences

R—8.6 Evaluate clarity and accuracy
	
	
	
	
	

	R12 and R13 – Reading Strategies 

R—12.1 Using self-monitoring

R—13.1 Comprehension strategies
	
	
	
	
	

	R14 – Habit of Reading Widely

R—14.1 Reading with frequency

R—14.2 Wide range of texts

R—14.3 Multiple texts for depth

R—17 Literate Community
	
	
	
	
	

	R15 – Research across Content Areas

R—15.1 Identify potential sources

R—15.2 Evaluate information

R—15.3 Organize, interpret  information

R—15.4 Draw conclusions
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