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Explanation and Considerations for Use

This is a checklist of some of the major considerations for using an electronic portfolio system. This list provides rationale for using an electronic system, the major areas to consider when developing or purchasing a system, and some things to think about before you begin using an electronic system. 

Considerations for Technology Use in a Graduation Portfolio System
For many schools, portfolios may be familiar, but technology – in this usage – is not. Schools are not required, under the Regents’ regulations, to use electronic portfolios. However, there are some clear advantages:

· Portfolios can be shared more easily between teachers, parents, students, and others;

· They are more easily stored and organized than paper binders;

· They can be sorted;

· They can provide materials of various media, including audio, video, graphics, presentations, etc;

· They can be viewed simultaneously by several people;

· They can provide data to inform instruction and learning;

· They can be worked on at home and school.

· Are fully accessible for students using assistive technology

In order to move into digital portfolios, schools need to consider:

· Software – The school should use a system that is user-friendly and transparent, meaning that learning the software doesn’t require a large learning curve in itself. There are a variety of methods, ranging from using PowerPoint and web editors to database-driven systems that are possible. 

· Hardware – Students need to have access to the hardware as needed. This means both that the hardware is physically available (in labs or classrooms) and that assistive technology is available to those students who may need it. 

· Maintenance and support – The school needs a system that can be maintained, and personnel who can provide that support. This suggests, of course, that the system be as easy to maintain as possible and that a trained person is available on an as-needed basis. Technology coordinators clearly have a key role in this process; schools have also relied on students, parents, and other volunteers to provide additional support.

To start:

· Make sure student work is in a digital form (word processed, scanned, digital video, etc.)

· Don’t start with a big system if you are just starting a portfolio system.
NOTE: RINET in association with RIDE are currently developing a statewide electronic portfolio system that will meet all of the requirements listed. The advantage of a statewide system will be the portability of a student’s portfolio from one place to another and reduced cost and/or maintenance.
This tool was created and/or compiled by The Rhode Island Department of Education and The Education Alliance at Brown University, with the generous support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

http://www.ride.ri.gov/highschoolreform/dslat/
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