1. How do the SLOs in the Arts differ from those in other areas?
They don’t, except that they will focus on RI Arts GSEs and be measured using evidence particular to the subject. However, the overall process is the same.

2. Are the SLOs the same or different in the AFT model?
The SLO process is the same in all model.

3. What is required of arts educators regarding school-wide objectives?
Arts educators will be asked to write SLO around a school-wide objective, but it should be within the context of the arts content area. Arts educators should write all SLOs that focus primarily on the RI Arts GSEs. In addition, arts educators should have SLOs that focus on their arts standards exclusively.

4. How are arts educators expected to demonstrate student growth in a school-wide objective such as writing in support of an annual growth goal when have the students so briefly?
Arts educators could use a pre and post measure within the same year, semester or trimester using the same school wide writing rubric for both assessments. While every effort must be made to support student demonstrating proficiency, growth measures must be reasonable given the amount of time students are instructed.

5. Some arts classes have a particularly high ratio of students with severe learning and other disabilities. How are arts educators to support students achieving proficiency when so many students are several years below?
The target that you set should be attainable. If your baseline proficiency for your class is far below expected levels of proficiency, progress targets should focus on appropriate degrees of improvement. The issues around differentiation and attendance are certainly challenging, but they are part of a teacher’s role and responsibility.

6. What are the arts assessment tools that we will use to measure student achievement?
Arts educators within each district should be using common rubrics based on the RI Arts Grade Span Expectations. With support from the Arts Learning Network, RIDE will be working with a group of RI arts educators to create model common rubrics for all arts educators. These should be ready by September 2012.

7. How will arts educators gain baseline achievement data for their students?
Several districts are using common assessments in the arts. As the RIDE Instructional Management System comes on line and arts educators upload their results, it should become a more manageable process. Arts educators may also consider developing and using pre and post assessments that will demonstrate growth and levels of proficiency.

8. What is RIDE’s vision of numerical targets and data as it may apply to works of art and especially for students in the earliest grades?
Numerical targets are not just associated to test scores. The target might reflect the number or percentage of students who are performing at particular levels within a wider range that is appropriate for students in the primary grades. The RI Arts GSEs were designed with developmentally appropriateness. Students in the earlier grades are exploring concepts and materials, not generally mastering. Therefore, a teacher’s goal may state that 100% of all students will maintain a portfolio that demonstrates exploration of visual representation and experimentation with a variety of techniques. 80% of the students will identify colors, shapes and patterns (VAD 1 (K-2)-1). 

RIDE will be working with a group of arts educators this year to provide clearer guidance about how to determine student baseline data and developing common rubrics. 
9. What is acceptable evidence in art education that demonstrates students meeting learning objectives?
Evidence of meeting learning objectives will most likely be demonstrated through student work and data that shows, over time, improved student performance. Example student portfolios or performance assessments representing different levels of proficiency achieved within each SLO can be used during discussions with evaluators to reference levels of proficiency. Common rubrics should follow the students K – 12 and teachers should be calibrating what their expectations are for each of the indicators in the rubrics. Remember, teachers should not be writing their goals in isolation from each other or their curriculum. It makes a lot of sense to develop school and district goals for improving student achievement in the arts. If each arts educator takes responsibility to focus on those goals, there will be improvements and data to evidence it. It is incumbent upon the teacher who is an expert in his or her content to make the case for what the priority content and highest-quality source of evidence should be. For the evaluator, this is a knowledge base that will build over time.

10. Are arts educators evaluated against student performance on the NECAP state assessment scores?
Arts educators are not evaluated based on the NECAP scores. Arts educators should be able to articulate what student progress or mastery looks like in the arts. (see #_)

11. I teach in three different elementary schools, with no art room and I purchase most of my supplies. I teach approximately 500 students. How can I manage with these limitations?
You and your evaluator can take this into consideration when setting SLOs. Regarding the lack of materials, that is not something that is factored into the evaluation system, but is something that you should bring up with your evaluator in your Beginning of the Year or Mid Year conference. Your evaluator should take your personal efforts into consideration when scoring.

There is a very wide opportunity gap in Rhode Island relative to arts education. Therefore, it is incumbent on the evaluator to take local context into consideration when establishing goals. A highly funded arts program does not guarantee student success in the area. Many teachers in underfunded programs are supporting wonderful opportunities for kids. Set realistic goals and include evidence to support your instructional goals.

12. I teach 6 grade levels. Should SLOs be by grade, class, or school?
SLOs should address the student learning from a particular group of students. If you teach multiple grades at each level, you might find it appropriate to have an SLO be for all third graders if you are doing essentially the same things in that level. You would not want to have an SLO for the whole school as this would be far too large with many different levels of demonstration of meeting standards.. 

13. How will teacher evaluation be tracked over time? How will our evidence be archived and who is responsible for that?
Eventually, teachers will be uploading their SLOs and digital copies of their evidence on the Educator Performance and Support System (EPSS). We expect this to be in place by next year, 2012-13. 


