
Statewide Student Information System Commission

April 8, 2010

9:00 am – 12:00 pm

RIDE, Room 501
PRESENT:  Ed Giroux (RIDE), Colleen Jermain (RI School Superintendents’ Assoc. RISSA), Bob Ross (appointee for: Ronald Tarro, RI Assoc. of School Business Officials RIASBO), Paul Barrette (RI Society of Technology Educators RISTE), Jay Spitulnik (Lifespan), Sam Grabelle (RIDE Consultant)
ABSENT: Tim Duffy (RI Assoc. of School Committees RIASC)

NEXT MEETINGS: April 15, April 29

HANDOUTS: none
Updates:
· Race to the Top:   (Ed)
· RI didn’t get RTTT funding, but will be applying for second round
· Just to note, the two states that received RTTT both have SSIS mandated
· That could be why they have a robust longitudinal data system (superior data systems was one of the reasons they were chosen)
· Delaware has the teacher piece in it, too
· Approval of the minutes from the previous meetings
· Ed:  If no discussion, all those in favor? Any modifications? 
· All in favor, minutes approved
· Cost analysis of districts’ current SIS:
· Holly Walsh: 
· Sent out the survey again to the tech directors since we needed more clarification
· It’s 15 questions, and designed so that they can answer however it’s set up in their district
· asks to not repeat information, yet cost out some of that functionality that we’ve been talking about to include in one system
· In some districts now adding the functionality by adding different applications
· Asked them to return information by Monday, so we can have something together for everyone for next Thursday
· Upcoming meetings:
· Currently one meeting left – April 15
· Vacation week is coming up, had agreed to not have a meeting on the 22
· Need to determine the day for the Commissioner’s visit when the SSIS Study Commission can present the report to her 
· The Commission agreed that we need two meetings:  April 15, then April 29
· Will try to schedule the Commissioner’s visit for the week of May 3
· Query was brought up as to whether feedback for the report and revisions could take place through email.  
· Due to the policy of open meetings and transparency, no.  
· Commission members can review the report and feedback, but no decisions can be made.  
· Not supposed to have a majority of the members make a decision unless it’s at the table.  
· Therefore, people can give their input and then discuss it at the next meeting on the 15th.  
· If the Commission can look at the report between meetings, the report can be finished in two meetings. 
· The legislation says the report should go to legislators by end of September.
· Report itself
· Clarification from the previous meeting: per the minutes, Representative Williamson mentioned what the final product will be, has that changed so that the Commission will be writing an RFP at this point.  
· Last meeting (and at prior meetings), the Commission had determined that an RFP was not in the scope of this group, and that that required a much higher level of detail, requires stakeholder input which are not at this particular table (teachers, human resource, guidance, to name a few).  This report will not include an RFP
· However, the report could include a suggestion in the recommendation section to develop an RFP by a certain date so that phase two is the RFP. 
· Minor discussion about revisions sent in for review and input by the Commission:
· Included a rewritten section on Lifespan
· Modifications to some of the language / word choice / content
· Determination made that some of the background information could be taken care of at this meeting, finalized at the next meeting, and then not need to look at it again 
· Main task now is to determine what the Commission will recommend to the legislature
Analysis of draft Final Report: 

· Discussion of each piece of the draft final report
· Sam walked the Commission through the report 
· Changes were made to the contents based on the Commission’s discussion about each piece and agreement on wording or things to be included

· The content is still in bullet/outline form

· Various Commission members agreed to take on / compile various pieces of the report itself, and submit them to Sam by Wednesday evening so she can add them to the report for discussion at Thursday’s meeting
· Next week’s meeting will include review of Sections G and H (were not covered in depth in this meeting)

· Next week’s meeting will also include discussion and creation of bullets / main points for the Recommendations section

