Commissioner’s Weekly Field Memo
Wednesday, November 26, 2014

Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. Thanksgiving greetings to all

2. High schools invited to participate in Global Learning
Network and PISA-based OECD Test for Schools

3. Rhode Island invited to participate in National Tournament
of Academic Excellence; seeking volunteer to recruit a state
team

From the R.l. Department of Education (RIDE)

Data Collections:

4. LEAs asked to migrate to new version of SCED by January 1 -
Action Item

5. Reminder: LEAs asked to review cohort-graduation data by
December 19

From the U.S. Department of Education

6. Guidance issued on communication for students with
hearing, vision, speech disabilities




Action Item Calendar

December 5: Textbook-reimbursement forms due
December 19: Review student-exit data
January 1: Upgrade to v2.0 of SCED (see below)

Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. Thanksgiving greetings to all

| am sending this week’s Field Memo early, in order to get ahead
of the holiday. | hope that you enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving
celebration with family and friends, and, if you or your loved ones
are traveling this weekend, | wish all a safe journey.

2. High schools invited to participate in Global Learning
Network and PISA-based OECD Test for Schools

America Achieves is once again inviting Rhode Island high schools
to join a prestigious group of district and school leaders across the
nation as part of their Global Learning Network. The Global
Learning Network is a learning community for schools that
participate in the first-ever global benchmarking tool for schools —
the PISA-based OECD Test for Schools. This tool enables individual
high schools to understand how they compare with the world’s
highest-performing systems and provides actionable information
about how schools can improve. Each school receives an in-depth,



167-page analysis of assessment results (an example is

posted here). The report provides data on overall academic
performance, student-learning habits, and a survey students’
attitudes toward learning as it relates to academic achievement.
This OECD survey enables schools to compare responses from
their own students against responses on an international

scale. Through the Global Learning Network, schools can access
free resources to better understand their results, get exposure to
best practices here in the U.S. and around the globe, and have the
opportunity to meet with other members to discuss practice shifts
they are implementing in their schools in response to their
results.

We know that we have excellent education in schools across our
state, and membership in the Global Learning Network gives us
the chance to calibrate against an international standard and
provide every participating high school with information to
improve from their starting point. We want to lift up the
performance of all of our students and all of our schools, and the
OECD Test for Schools can help us to do so.

Since the pilot administration in 2012, Rhode Island districts have
continued to participate in the OECD Test for Schools. The
assessment is low-burden:

e the test is data-rich but manageable — administered in about
3 % hours and involving anywhere from 50 to 85 students in
each participating high school;

e the test is not in any way an accountability measure —it is a
diagnostic tool only, and participation is voluntary;

e every participating school will receive a detailed report
within about three months of the assessment;



e the testing contractor (McGraw-Hill) will manage the
selection of participating students and the test
administration; and

e schools can select the date of participation — between
February 1 and April 30, 2015.

Of course, participation is entirely voluntary — for schools, and for
students. We want people to participate because they believe this
will be a valuable opportunity. The OECD Test for Schools is an
assessment focused on problem-solving and critical thinking,
which should have huge value for all of us, as we all want to
ensure that our students have these vital skills. The report that
participating schools will receive will also provide an opportunity
for professional development, as you can use these reports with
your team to evaluate your current plans, think about what you
want to do differently, and consider what new areas you may
want to focus on going forward.

The deadline for requesting participation is the December 31
(those wanting to test in April, may register in January). Please let
me know if you plan to participate so that we can coordinate
participation requests across the state. (America Achieves can pay
the participation costs for at least 5 Rhode Island high schools).

| encourage you to discuss this opportunity with your high-school
leadership teams.

| have included some informational resources below.
Links to materials and videos:

e Qverview of the OECD Test for Schools
e A sample school report




e Video documenting how a school used its results to get
superior outcomes

e Sample questions

e QOverview of the Global Learning Network

Recent articles highlighting the value of participation:

e September 2014 — A school test globally administered;
Jack Dale; AASA --

http://aasa.org/content.aspx?id=34550

e July 2014 — Exam asks students to apply critical
thinking skills to real-life situations —
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/exam-asks-
students-apply-critical-thinking-skills-real-life-
situations/

e May 2014 - Quietly, a New Test Gains Advocates,
Alexander Russo, Harvard Education Letter -
http://www.hepg.org/hel-
home/issues/30 3/helarticle/quietly,-a-new-test-
gains-advocates

3. Rhode Island invited to participate in National Tournament
of Academic Excellence; seeking volunteer to recruit a state
team

We have received this invitation to participate, as a state, in this
academic tournament:

It is my pleasure to inform you of the academic tournament
for students across the United States to be held at Walt
Disney World’s Contemporary Hotel and Convention Center
in Orlando, Florida, on June 13 through 16, 2015, as the



National Tournament of Academic Excellence (NTAE)
continues its tradition of celebrating academic excellence.

The NTAE, known for many years as the Panasonic Academic
Challenge, has enjoyed a rich history of showcasing the
excellence of the U.S. educational system and rewarding the
individual scholastic achievement of student participants.
The tournament has hosted teams from many states as well
as the District of Columbia, Guam and the US Virgin Islands.
These teams represented America’s best and brightest
scholars competing in what became known as the nation’s
most prestigious academic tournament.

The NTAE showcases the excellence of the U.S. educational
system and rewards individual scholastic achievement of
student participants. States that have been named National
Champions include those from Florida, lllinois, Maryland,
and Virginia.

Funding from the Florida Department of Education, as well
as other sources, is gradually being assembled. The
contributions will be used in the form of team grants to
reduce the cost to each participating team. The exact
amount of each grant will depend upon the number of
participating teams and the total amount of secured
funding; however, the per-team allocation is projected to be
$1,720. It is my hope that these grants will allow many
states to send their best and brightest minds to compete for
the title of National Champion.

If you or anyone on your team is interested, willing, and able to
take the lead on organizing a Rhode Island team to take partin
this tournament, please contact me (deboarh.gist@ride.ri.gov)




and we can discuss how RIDE can assist in this project. Further
information is available online, at:

www.academic-challenge.org.

From RIDE
Data Collections:

4. LEAs asked to migrate to new version of SCED by January 1 -
Action Item

RIDE has identified LEAs that are still using version 1.0 of the
School Courses for the Exchange of Data (SCED) codes for some or
all of their courses. Next week, we will put an LEA-specific
crosswalk file on District Exchange for each LEA to help facilitate
the migration from version 1.0 to version 2.0 SCED codes. It is vital
that you migrate these codes by January 1. If you have any
guestions about this transition, please e-mail Greg Martin, at
Gregory.martin@ride.ri.gov, or input a request for assistance, at:

https://support.ride.ri.gov .

5. Reminder: LEAs asked to review cohort-graduation data
by December 19

On Monday (December 1), the review period opens for reviewing
student exit data for calculation of cohort graduation rates, and
the review process runs through December 19. This data review is
important as it has an effect on the graduation rates for the
district as is required by the federal NCLB act and by NGA compact
that Rhode Island has signed. To facilitate this review, we have
prepopulated the data on eRIDE. For further instruction on this




review, please refer to the posted instructions . If you have
guestions about this review process, please e-mail Greg Martin, at
Gregory.martin@ride.ri.gov, or input a request for assistance, at:

https://support.ride.ri.gov .

From the U.S. Department of Education

6. Guidance issued on communication for students with
hearing, vision, speech disabilities

The U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights and Office
of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, along with the
U.S. Justice Department Civil Rights Division, released new
guidance concerning effective communication for students with
hearing, vision, or speech disabilities in public schools.

From other organizations

RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahA
Gist/FieldMemos.aspx




