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What is the Common Core State Standards Initiative?

The Common Core State Standards Initiative was launched over a year ago by state leaders through
their membership in the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) and the National Governors
Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center). This state-led effort established a single set of
clear educational standards for English-language arts and mathematics that states can share and
voluntarily adopt. From the onset, the federal government was not involved with the development
and writing of the standards as this has been a state-led initiative.

What are the Common Core State Standards?

The Common Core State Standards define the knowledge and skills students should have within
their K-12 education careers so that they will graduate from high school able to succeed in entry-
level, credit-bearing academic college courses and in workforce training programs.

What were the criteria used to develop the Common Core State Standards?

The expectation for what it means to be college and career ready was a guiding force in the
development of the Common Core State Standards. Clarity and consistency are hallmarks of this set
of standards that features rigorous content and the application of knowledge through the use of
higher-order thinking skills. Their development was informed by standards in top performing
countries as well as the lessons learned from current state standards. Additionally, their design was
evidence-based with the goal of preparing all students to be successful in society and the global
economy.

Who was involved throughout the process of developing the Common Core State
Standards?
To ensure that the development process was open, inclusive, and rigorous, the following committees
and work groups were formed:
e Standards Development Work Group: responsible for determining and writing the standards
e Feedback Group: provided information backed by research to inform the standards
development process by offering expert input on draft documents.
e Validation Committee: nominated by states and national organizations and selected by a
group of 12 governors and chiefs who hold leadership positions at NGA Center and CCSSO.
These independent, national education experts reviewed the standards to ensure they met
the development criteria.
A list including members of the work and feedback groups may be found at www.corestandards.org.

Additionally, the approval process of the Common Core State Standards included opportunities for
the Rhode Island Department of Education, teachers, and the general public to provide feedback.

Were teachers involved in the development of the Common Core State Standards
Initiative?

Yes. The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), National Council of Teachers of
English (NCTE), The National Education Association (NEA) and American Federation of Teachers
(AFT) are a few of the organizations that played a role throughout development and in facilitating
teacher feedback on the standards.
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Are the Common Core State Standards a version of a National Curriculum?

No. The Common Core State Standards are NOT a curriculum. They are a clear set of shared goals
and expectations for the knowledge and skills needed by our students within their K-12 education
careers to succeed in college and/or career.

Do the Common Core State Standards dictate what should be taught within a
classroom?

No. The Common Core State Standards define the knowledge and skills students should have upon
completion of their K-12 education. Educators will continue to devise lesson plans and tailor
instruction to the individual needs of the students in their classrooms. Teachers, principals,
superintendents, and school committees will continue to make decisions about curriculum and how
their school systems are operated.

Will Rhode Island adopt the Common Core State Standards?

The Rhode Island Board of Regents voted on July 1, 2010 to adopt the Common Core State
Standards. This adoption underscores Rhode Island’s commitment to maintaining high standards
for all of its students.

Rhode Island has adopted the Common Core State Standards, what is next?

RIDE is confident that the Common Core State Standards maintain the rigor and high expectations
that have been set for our students through the Rhode Island Grade Level /Span Expectations
(GLEs/GSEs). The transition to curriculum and instruction that is fully aligned to the Common Core
State Standards will occur over several years.

Throughout this transition phase, Rhode Island schools will continue to provide instruction and
assessment aligned to the Rhode Island GLE/GSEs. RIDE will provide professional development
opportunities for educators to study the standards and will develop Transition Resources to ensure
that all schools are fully implementing curricula that is aligned with the Common Core State
Standards. It is expected that the Common Core State Standards will be implemented during the
2013-2014 school year, prior to the first administration of the PARCC assessment during the 2014-
2015 school year.

Where may I find additional information about the Common Core State Standards?

The Common Core State Standards website: www.corestandards.org

RIDE’s Common Core website: www.ride.ri.gov/Division-EEIE /transition.aspx#CommonCore

RIDE’s PARCC Assessment website: www.ride.ri.gov/Division-EEIE /transition.aspx#PARCC




