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Why do you think the author chose to 
write about Ruby Bridges’ story? 
 

 
Why were people angry with Ruby? 
 

 
 
Why did Ruby’s family have to leave their 
home in Mississippi? 
 

 
What is a federal marshal?  Use the 
following sentence to help you answer the 
question:  “The President of the United 
States ordered federal marshals to walk 
with Ruby into the school building.”  
 

 
How would you feel if you were Ruby? 
 

 
How did Ruby act when she saw the crowd 
of people each morning? 
 

 
What was unfair about schools in New 
Orleans? 
 

 
How do you think the other students at 
the school felt about Ruby? 
 

 
How did Ruby’s parents feel about her 
being chosen to go to an all-white school? 
 

 
How has life changed since the 1960s?   

 
What was it like for Ruby when she walked 
into her new school on the first day? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles  

Questions 

Instructions: 
Read through the following questions. 
With group, determine which questions are text-dependent. 
Cut and paste questions using template. 
 
Note: To ease facilitation, most participants will use the excerpt included within Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards.          
As a result, questions below address only that part of the text. 
 


