

[SCHOOL LOGO]
[DATE]

Dear Families of [SCHOOL NAME] High School Freshmen,

I am writing to inform you about the graduation requirements that your son or daughter will need to meet in order to earn a high school diploma. It is important that you talk with your child to let them know the importance of working hard to meet these requirements.  These requirements, though challenging, will ensure that all Rhode Island students graduate ready for success in post-secondary education and careers. I want to ensure you that the teachers and administrators at [NAME OF SCHOOL] are ready to support students in meeting the graduation requirements.  Please encourage your child to ask for help if they need it.

The Graduation Requirements for the Class of 2017
There are three graduation requirements for the current freshmen, the class of 2017. Requirement 1 and 2 remain the same as the requirements that are in effect now (see below). Under the third requirement, all students must achieve the level of graduation readiness on the state assessment.  

REQUIREMENT 1:
Complete at least 20 courses including:
REQUIREMENT 3:
Minimum level of performance on the state assessment:
4 English, and
4 math, and
3 science, and
3 social studies, and
6 other including physical education, health, arts, and technology

Graduation Portfolio and/or,
Exhibition (Sr. Project, Capstone etc.) and/or, 
Comprehensive Course Assessments

In the content areas of English Language Arts and mathematics, achieve a level of graduation readiness on the state assessment represented by the state-adopted standards aligned to Algebra I and Geometry and Grade 9-10 English Language Arts and Literacy. 
REQUIREMENT 2:
Complete 2 diploma assessments such as:



In addition to the State requirements, all graduates of [NAME OF SCHOOL] need to complete the following: [LIST SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS].
We will regularly inform you of your child’s progress toward graduation.  If your child is not on-track to graduate, she or he will receive additional academic help and may need a “progress plan.” Progress plans will lay out the types of additional supports that your son or daughter will receive in order to get them ready for graduation.

If your child does not reach the required level of proficiency in Algebra I, Geometry and the English Language Arts and Literacy state assessments, he or she will have the opportunity to retake the state test.  

Board of Education Commendations: An Academic Honor 
If a student achieves the level consistent with Career and College Ready on the state assessments and successfully completes the other graduation requirements, they may earn a Board Commendation on their diploma.

Three Things Families Can Do Today to Support Student Success
Families share responsibility for their child’s success. There are several important steps you can take immediately:

First, contact the school and ask for three things: (1) results from your child’s 8th-grade state test, (2) attendance for this school year, and (3) your child’s grades for this school year. This will provide you with enough information to know if your child is on-track to graduate or is falling behind.
Second, if your child scored below the required level of proficiency on any of the state assessments, schedule a meeting with your child’s school counselor and learn more about the additional help your child is receiving or may need. 

Third, talk with your child about the graduation requirements and the importance of keeping up with their work.  Make sure that both of you understand the requirements and that you both know whether your child is on-track to graduate.

If you have questions about your son or daughter’s graduation requirements, please contact us at [SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION]. The graduation requirements are available at [WEBSITE ADDRESS OR OTHER LOCATION].  You can visit the Rhode Island Department of Education’s website www.ride.ri.gov to read more about the state graduation requirements.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rhode Island’s graduation requirements set new expectations for all students but we are confident that these requirements are a challenge that all our students can reach. The school and school district are committed to working together to make sure that your child graduates from high school truly ready for success in college, careers, and life.

Sincerely,


[NAME] 
[TITLE]




