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Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. NECAP results, graduation rates, show positive trends at
high-school level

| appreciate the hard work you have been engaged in over the
past two weeks in verifying and correcting your student census for
the NECAP mathematics and reading assessments. Since last
week, when we released NECAP results, including results from
seniors who retook the assessment last October in order to meet
the state-assessment component of the Diploma System, we have
received several inquiries about state-level and district-level data.
You may also have received inquiries from the media and from
your community. The census files you are providing to RIDE will
help us prepare accurate and timely reports, and | will continue to
inform the Board of Education about the progress we are making
as we continue to collect data and information.

As | reported to the Board last Friday, the 2013 NECAP results and
graduation rates show us that more of our 11™- and 12th—grade
students are better prepared than they have ever been before, in
both reading and mathematics. The hard work, courage, and
commitment from your students, families, teachers, and from you



as a school leader, is paying off in positive results at the high-
school level.

We continue to work hard to increase rigor across the state at
every grade level. The statewide NECAP results for grades 3
through 8 show that our five-year trends remain strong. Our
changes over the past year in these grades are stable, although
we have slipped in some areas. We will continue to examine the
assessment data to determine our next steps as we work to
advance student achievement across the state.

As a reminder, at this time the results of the October 2013
mathematics and reading assessments for all grades are public, at
the state and LEA levels. (RIDE has not released grade-12 district-
level results, but LEAs may do so on request.) The 2013
graduation rates, at the school, district, and state level, are also
public. On February 13, we will release results for all assessments
(including writing) at the school level, as well as reports on
disaggregations, trends over time, cross-state comparisons, and
progress toward goals.

2. Model school-safety plan developed for LEA use

As we continue our work toward transforming education in Rhode
Island, our most basic obligation is to ensure that our schools are
safe and secure learning environments for students and for staff
members. In the wake of the Newtown, Connecticut, tragedy,
Governor Chafee last year asked us to review school-safety plans
in each LEA and to work with partner agencies in government and
law enforcement to develop recommendations regarding school
safety. Last year, the General Assembly passed legislation on
school safety, which requires annual reviews and updates of
school-safety plans and also requires us to develop a model



school-safety plan for your use or adaptation. In partnership with
Emergency Management Agency; the Department of Behavioral
Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities, and Hospitals; the
Department of Public Safety; the State Police; and the Division of
the State Fire Marshal, we have developed a model plan. As you
review this model plan, | welcome your comments, questions, and
suggestions. We should be proud of our work to date to keep our
schools safe, and let’s continue working together to ensure the
continued safety and well-being of our teachers and our students.

You can currently access the model plan on the Emergency
Management Agency website. Early next week, we will cross-post
the model plan on the emergency-preparedness page on our
website; we will let you know when we have posted the plan.

3. RI DataHUB posts report on math proficiency and
postsecondary success

Last month, along with our partners in the Office of Higher
Education, we presented to the Board of Education a data report:
“Are Rhode Island students ready for success after high school?”
The report analyzed the pathways that recent graduates followed
after high school, breaking down the results by NECAP scoring
levels. The conclusion was low mathematics proficiency (scoring
“substantially below proficient” on the high-school NECAP exam)
“presents a significant stumbling block to college enrollment,
persistence, and success.” The report is posted on the Rl DataHUB
website.

4. Western Hills, Smithfield High are regional winners in
Verizon Innovative App Challenge



Congratulations to the Western Hills Middle School, in Cranston,
and to Smithfield High School — our two state winners in the
Verizon Innovative App Challenge. Both schools have been
selected as among the six best in the entire Northeast Region.
Each will now move on to compete against 11 other schools (12
finalists each in the middle-school and high-school level) to be
among the national winners (4 in each school level). The challenge
is for teams of students to develop an original concept for a
mobile app that incorporates STEM principles and addresses a
real need in the school or community. The teams will present
their apps during a live webinar for final judging. Good luck to
both schools!

From RIDE
Educator Evaluations:

5. RIDE to share results of mid-year survey on educator
evaluations

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to all of the
educators who took time not only to complete the Mid-Year
Educator Evaluation Survey but also to encourage other educators
to share their feedback as well. As a result of your efforts, 3,992
teachers; 1,378 support professionals; 309 building
administrators; and 127 central-office administrators completed a
Mid-Year Survey. Moving forward, we plan to share a preliminary
analysis of the survey results at next week’s network meeting with
assistant superintendents and curriculum directors. We will also
post on the RIDE website a more thorough analysis of the
statewide results, and in an upcoming field memo we will let you
know when we’ve posted this analysis. Finally, early next month



we will send you a complete survey and analysis of the results
from your LEA (except in cases of those with fewer than 10
completed surveys).

From the Office of the Governor

6. Governor Chafee thanks, congratulates students, teachers,
school leaders on improvements in mathematics

In an open letter to all Rhode Islanders, Governor Chafee thanks
“the many high-school students, teachers, and family members
who have focused over the past year on improving achievement
in math.” Governor Chafee writes:

My congratulations to the families, teachers, and school
administrators across the state who have helped our
students improve their performance, and in particular | want
to congratulate the high-school seniors who have met the
requirements to earn a diploma. We will do whatever it
takes to prepare our students for success in postsecondary
education and in their challenging careers.

Governor Chafee’s letter is posted here.

RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahA
Gist/FieldMemos.aspx




