Commissioner’s Weekly Field Memo
Friday, April 4, 2014

Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. Field test proceeding smoothly in Rhode Island, across
PARCC consortium

2. RI-CAN releases status report on public education in Rhode
Island, KIDS COUNT to issue annual Factbook Monday

3. Congressman Langevin honored for support of career-
technical education

From the R.l. Department of Education (RIDE)

Teacher Induction:

4. RIDE offers models for sustaining beginning-teacher
induction program, seeks LEA response by April 28 — Action
Item

Assessments:

5. NECAP Science testing schedules due by April 25 — Action
Item

Race to the Top:

6. Webinar scheduled on Race to the Top no-cost extension
funding options for LEAs (repeating from Field Memo Alert)

Educator Certification:



7. Superintendents, heads of school asked to report to RIDE
incidents of arrest, material misconduct

Special Education:

8. Hearings scheduled on special-education grant application,
regulations on the education of children with disabilities

Educator Recognition:

9. RIDE seeking nominations for 2014-15 District Teachers of
the Year

Educator Evaluations:

10. RIDE posts Student Learning Objective audit tool

11. Registration is open for summer evaluator workshops
and academies

From other organizations

12. Federal funding available for school counseling, local
food for schools

Action Item Calendar

April 25: NECAP Science testing schedules due (see below)
April 28: Selection of induction model due (see below)



May 30: District Teacher of the Year nominations due (see below)

Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. Field test proceeding smoothly in Rhode Island, across
PARCC consortium

As we complete the second week of the PARCC field test, | want
to thank you for ensuring that the process has gone smoothly in
schools across the state. To date, we have administered about
10,000 of these practice tests in Rhode Island. As we anticipated,
there have been some minor glitches here and there. Please be
assured that the PARCC team has been gathering information
about these glitches and about all aspects of test administration
and student responses, so as to ensure a smooth process when
PARCC goes live next year. Overall, our experience with PARCC
has been positive so far, thanks in large part to your commitment,
and we have even received some positive media coverage.

Nationwide, among the 14 states participating in the field test,
PARCC has moved forward without any major incidents and with
no significant technology or call-center issues to report — a terrific
accomplishment, given that the PARCC states have administered
more than 250,000 tests.

2. RI-CAN releases status report on public education in Rhode
Island, KIDS COUNT to issue annual Factbook Monday

On Wednesday, RI-CAN issued its annual report, “The State of
Rhode Island Public Education.” | was pleased to see that the




report recognizes some of the progress we have made in recent
years, both in regard to policy development and results. Among
other highlights, the report commends Rhode Island for
implementing annual evaluation of educators, for using Student
Learning Objectives as the most significant component of our
evaluation system, for ending staffing decisions that are based
solely on seniority, and for basing licensure renewal on educator
effectiveness. The report also recognizes that Rhode Island
students have surpassed the national average on NAEP
assessments for the first time ever, that our high schools are on a
five-year positive trend regarding assessment results, and that our
AP participation has increased significantly, especially for black
and Hispanic students. Of course the report also recognizes the
challenges before us, notably the need to narrow achievement
gaps, lower the dropout rate, and raise college admission and
retention rates. | am confident that our focus on high
expectations for all students, autonomy and resources for
educators, and support for students who are at risk will continue
to move us rapidly toward our goals.

The RI-CAN report contains no information at the LEA level, but
the 2014 Factbook, which Rhode Island KIDS COUNT will release
on Monday, will contain both state and district-level data and
information.

3. Congressman Langevin honored for support of career-
technical education

Congratulations to Congressman Jim Langevin, who received the
State of Education, Distinguished Service Congressional Award on
Wednesday, from the National Association of State Directors of
Career Technical Education. The award recognizes Congressman
Langevin’s “distinguished service and dedicated support” for



career and technical education, particularly through his leadership
of the Congressional Career-Technical Education Caucus. We are
fortunate that Congressman Langevin is such a strong supporter
of career and technical education, nationally and in Rhode Island.

From RIDE
Teacher Induction:

4. RIDE offers models for sustaining beginning-teacher
induction program, seeks LEA response by April 28 — Action
Item

We have been working to ensure that there is a viable
sustainability plan in place for the Rhode Island Beginning Teacher
Induction program before June. We greatly appreciate the
opportunities that you provided for RIDE staff members to discuss
sustainability options with you during your monthly collaborative
meetings last winter.

The charge at those meetings was to look at the elements
contained in the current state-implemented model for the
induction program and to create model options that would
maintain the elements that all stakeholders deemed to be most
critical. Based upon all of the feedback from these meetings, we
have come up with the three options and we are asking you to
indicate which option your LEA anticipates it will pursue.

To review the models and to indicate which model your LEA plans
to use, please go to:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/5T9Q3PN .




Please respond regarding how you plan to move forward with
supporting beginning teachers beyond the terms of our Race to
the Top initiative no later than April 28. Please be assured that
your choice is not binding, but the information will help us move
forward in finalizing our plan for the sustainability of the Rhode
Island Beginning Teacher Induction initiative.

We are excited about continuing our support for the instructional
improvement and growth of Rhode Island beginning teachers. If
you have any questions or need more detail about the induction
program, please contact Lisa Foehr, at lisa.foehr@ride.ri.gov.

Assessments:

5. NECAP Science testing schedules due by April 25 — Action
Iltem

During the NECAP Science testing window (May 5 through 22),
RIDE staff members will once again be visiting a random selection
of schools across the state to observe the administration of the
NECAP assessments. These visits are necessary so that we can
continue to improve the NECAP testing program for test
coordinators, test administrators, and students and also so that
we can monitor whether proper testing procedures and
guidelines are being followed in classrooms.

We ask that all LEA testing schedules be submitted to RIDE no
later than Friday, April 25, so that RIDE staff members will be able
to begin planning school visits during the scheduled times of
testing. Each school district is responsible for creating the testing
schedule for all its schools so that each of the tested grades (4, 8,
11) has the same testing schedule (e.g., all 4™ graders in the



district are taking the science test on the same day at the roughly
the same time).

LEAs should take into consideration religious holidays and local
events that may affect students’ ability to participate. Although
you may opt to schedule around these dates, it is important that
ample time must be incorporated into scheduling to allow time
for make-up test sessions for those students who are absent for
any reason (including absences for religious holidays) during
regularly scheduled testing dates. Make-up testing may begin
immediately following the scheduled administration of a test
session. No student should be scheduled for a make-up session
prior to the scheduled administration of that test session.
Please submit your testing schedules online via eRIDE, using

the eRIDE “NECAP Scheduling” tool, at:

https://www.eride.ri.gov/

Race to the Top:

6. Webinar scheduled on Race to the Top no-cost extension
funding options for LEAs (repeating from Field Memo Alert)

Our Race to the Top team has scheduled a webinar on Tuesday
April 8) at 8:30 a.m. to discuss options for LEAs under our Race to
the Top no-cost extension. The webinar will review the relevant
timelines and processes for LEAs interested in amending or
applying to extend their Race to the Top funding for year

5. During the webinar, we will provide you with examples of
activities that would be considered relevant uses of funding under
the no-cost extension application that the U.S. Department of
Education has approved. As a reminder, under the year-4



timelines, you must obligate your funds by September 23 and you
must liquidate your funds by December 23.

Educator Certification:

7. Superintendents, heads of school asked to report to RIDE
incidents of arrest, material misconduct

Within the scope of our oversight responsibilities, RIDE makes
inquiry when we learn of an educator arrest or of other material
misconduct that could have a bearing on professional fitness. If
warranted, in compliance with due process procedures, we may
immediately suspend the educator’s certification or we may issue
a notice of annulment of the certification when we receive this
type of information. Often, this information comes to us only
through media reports, yet reliance on these reports is
inadequate. Accordingly, it is important that you provide this sort
of information to us at the earliest opportunity. Therefore, in
those rare circumstances when an educator in your LEA has been
charged with any offenses or has been implicated in misconduct
that invites RIDE review regarding certification, please contact
Lisa Foehr, Director of our Office of Educator Quality and
Certification, at lisa.foehr@ride.ri.gov, or George Muksian, Chief
Legal Counsel, at George.muksian@ride.ri.gov .

Special Education:

8. Hearings scheduled on special-education grant application,
regulations on the education of children with disabilities



RIDE has scheduled hearings to gather public input on the Annual
State Application Under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act 2004 for Federal Fiscal Year 2014 and the Rhode
Island Board of Education Regulations Governing the Education of
Children with Disabilities, adopted September 9, 2013; effective
October 9, 2013.

Hearings will be held on April 15 and April 17, from 5 to 6 p.m., at
the University of Rhode Island — Providence Campus (Paff
Auditorium), 80 Washington St. or 255 Westminster St.,
Providence.

Documents pertaining to the hearings may be reviewed at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/SpecialEducation/S
pecialEducationRegulations.aspx

If you require special accommodations to attend these hearings,
please contact Karen Lovett, at Karen.Lovett@ride.ri.gov or 222-
8333.

Educator Recognition:

9. RIDE seeking nominations for 2014-15 District Teachers of
the Year

The 2014-15 District Teacher of the Year Profile Sheet has been
posted on the Educator Recognition web page. District Teacher of
the Year Profile Sheets are due by Friday, May 30. This year, 30
teachers from across Rhode Island represented their individual
LEAs as District Teacher of the Year, and 18 of these educators
have applied to become our 2015 Rhode Island State Teacher of
the Year.



Please visit our Educator Recognition web page or click on the
following link to download the 2014-15 District Teacher of the
Year Profile Sheet:

http://www.ride.ri.eov/DTOY 2014 Application

If you have any questions regarding the District Teacher of the
Year program, please contact Mary Keenan, at
mary.keenan@ride.ri.gov or 222-8497.

Educator Evaluations:

10. RIDE posts Student Learning Objective audit tool

RIDE recommends that LEAs participate yearly in a Student
Learning Objective (SLO) audit in order to better understand the
level of quality of their SLOs, to discover trends that could affect
local policies and inform professional development for teachers
and evaluators, and to inform the evaluation of building
administrators. An SLO audit tool, including instructions on how
building and LEA leaders can conduct an SLO audit, are now
available on the RIDE website, at:

www.ride.ri.gov/EdEval-Best-Practices-Resources.

11. Registration is open for summer evaluator workshops
and academies

Registration is open for the summer workshops for returning
teacher, support-professional, and building-administrator
evaluators in LEAs implementing the Rhode Island Model. The
two-day, in-person workshop will be offered 27 times between
the weeks of July 7 and August 21.



For new evaluators in LEAs implementing the Rhode Island Model,
RIDE will offer a four-day, in-person summer academy. The 2014
summer academies for new evaluators will be offered two times,
July 14 through 17, and August 11 through 14, and the academies
will mirror the trainings that were provided for new evaluators
last summer.

Returning and new evaluators can register for a summer
workshop or a summer academy on the eRIDE Workshop
Calendar, at:

www.ride.ri.gov/TeachersAdministrators/EducatorEvaluatio
n/SummerTraining.aspx

The summer evaluator workshops and academies are the next
phase in the training continuum for evaluators, and they will be
the last sessions funded by our Race to the Top grant. The training
topics are being developed in consultation with the educator-
evaluation advisory group and will also be based on data collected
through the mid-year surveys and ongoing educator-evaluation
focus groups. Our main goal is to make the best use of our
remaining Race to the Top resources by focusing on the topics
that will have the greatest positive effect on the implementation
of educator evaluations in Rhode Island.

From other organizations

12. Federal funding available for school counseling, local
food for schools

Please see this list of funding opportunities, courtesy of the Rhode
Island office of the Corporation for National & Community
Service:



School Counseling

Department of Education: The Elementary and Secondary
School Counseling Program supports efforts by LEAs to
establish or expand elementary-school and secondary-

school counseling programs. The application deadline is
April 28.

Local Food for Schools

Department of Agriculture: The Farm to School Grant
Program provides support to improve access to local foods
in schools. The application deadline is April 30.

RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahA
Gist/FieldMemos.aspx




