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Notes from Commissioner Gist 
 

1. Field Memo distributed early 
 
We are transmitting our weekly Field Memo today rather than on 
Friday so as to communicate with you ahead of the holiday. I hope 
you have a wonderful July 4th Celebration and that you enjoy the 
holiday weekend.  
 

2. Commissioner congratulates Rhode Island Commended 
Schools 

 
Yesterday (Tuesday, July 2) we released our 2013 School 
Classifications, recognizing schools for their high achievement and 
identifying schools in need of additional support and, in some 
cases, intervention. Schools in 16 school districts plus four charter 
public schools received the highest classification, Commended. 
 
Congratulations to the school leaders, teachers, families, and 
students in our 12 newly identified Commended Schools:  

 
Anna M. McCabe School (Smithfield) 
Blackstone Valley Prep Elementary School (charter) 
Brown Avenue School (Johnston) 
Captain Isaac Paine Elementary School (Foster) 
Exeter-West Greenwich Regional High School 
Jacqueline M. Walsh School for the Performing Arts 
(Pawtucket) 
North Smithfield High School 
Orchard Farms Elementary School (Cranston) 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/AdditionalInformation/News/ViewArticle/tabid/408/ArticleId/74/RIDE-Releases-2013-School-Classifications.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InformationAccountability/Accountability/SchoolClassifications.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InformationAccountability/Accountability/SchoolClassifications.aspx


Smithfield Senior High School 
Stephen Olney School (North Providence) 
Stony Lane Elementary School (North Kingstown) 
Wickford Middle School (North Kingstown) 
 

And congratulations as well to the folks in 12 schools that are 
once again Commended Schools, earning this recognition for two 
years in a row: 
 

Blackstone Academy Charter School 
Block Island School (New Shoreham) 
Charlestown Elementary School (Chariho Regional) 
Classical High School (Providence) 
Clayville Elementary School (Scituate) 
Community School (Cumberland) 
The Compass School (charter) 
Fort Barton School (Tiverton) 
Kingston Hill Academy (charter)  
Oak Lawn School (Cranston) 
Rockwell School (Bristol Warren) 
Scituate High School 

 
3. Rhode Island students excel at national career-technical 

skills competition  
 
As we continue our work toward developing multiple pathways 
that will lead students to graduation and to success in challenging 
careers, our career-technical high schools and centers have been 
achieving great success across the state. Last week, 74 Rhode 
Island students in career-technical program participated in the 
Skill USA National Leadership and Skills Conference. I’m pleased to 
let you know that many of our high-school students scored in the 



top ten nationally in various fields of competition. Among the top-
scoring students were: 
 

National Gold Medal 
Hannah Fortin, of the Chariho Career and Technical Center  
National Silver Medals 
Rachel Almonte, of the Cranston Career and Technical 
Center 
Southida Saykouman, of the Providence Career and 
Technical Academy 

 
Other high-school students who scored in the top ten nationally in 
their competition are: 

 
Chariho Career and Technical Center  
David Champlin  
 
Regional Career and Technical Center at Coventry High 
School 
Mykenzie Arcaro  
Alex St. Pierre  
Rachel Tousignant  
 
Cranston Area Career and Technical Center 
Marissa Barbusci  
Erika Danella  
Ellis Tammelleo  
Emilio Verdone  
 
East Providence Area Career and Technical Center 
Andrew Vanner  
 
Providence Career and Technical Academy 



Mario Rivera  
David Tolbert  
 
Warwick Area Career and Technical Center 
Elijah Lamoureux  
Destiny Lourenco  
 
William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School 
Joneilly Alicea  
Keishla Ararat  
N’deye Dabo  
Matthew Lafferty  
Keysie Nieves  

 
Congratulations to all of our award-winning career-tech students 
and to their teachers, principals, and mentors! 
 

From RIDE 
 
Legal 
 

4. Districts of origin asked to continue providing 
transportation to students when a dispute exists regarding 
homeless status 

 
We have had a few recent cases in which a dispute existed as to 
whether a student’s circumstances rendered him or her 
“homeless”  as defined by R.I. Final State Regulations on the 
Education of Homeless Children and Youth. In these cases, the 
student’s parent or guardian had determined that it was in the 
student’s best interest to remain enrolled in his or her district of 
origin rather than transferring to the district of temporary 



residence, but transportation was not being provided because the 
student’s status  as “homeless” was in dispute. 
             
RIDE would request that, just as in cases in which the “best 
interest” determination is disputed or in which there is a dispute 
with respect to the sharing of responsibility and costs between 
districts,  the provision of transportation to a student not be 
delayed pending a hearing to determine whether he or she is 
“homeless.” Pending a hearing at RIDE, the district of origin 
should assume the responsibility and cost of transportation so 
that the student’s education is not unnecessarily interrupted. The 
hearing and decision in such cases will be expedited, which should 
avoid the need to hold costly interim-order hearings in such 
matters. 
 
RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at: 
 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahA
Gist/FieldMemos.aspx 
 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahAGist/FieldMemos.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahAGist/FieldMemos.aspx

