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Friday, August 29, 2014
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Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. Council on Elementary and Secondary Education asked to begin use of assessments as
diploma requirement with Class of 2020

As | notified you on Monday in a Field Memo Alert, | have recommended that the Council on
Elementary and Secondary revise the Secondary School Regulations so that state assessments
will be used as one of our diploma requirements beginning with the Class of 2020. Legislation
passed this year places a moratorium on the use of state assessments as one of our diploma
requirements, stating that no such assessments shall determine graduation eligibility until the
Class of 2017. Because of this moratorium, the Council must revise the Secondary School
Regulations so as to be consistent with state law. Specifically, we need clarity regarding the use
of state assessments once the moratorium expires, that is, for the Class of 2017 and beyond.



| recommended that the use of state assessments as a diploma requirement begin with the
Class of 2020 because the students in that class will enter high school in the Fall of 2016, two
years from now. By the time the Class of 2020 enters high school, it will be six years since

Rhode Island adopted the Common Core State Standards and it will be the third year of
administration of PARCC assessments. | believe this transition plan will provide students,
families, teachers, and school leaders with more than enough time to become familiar with the
Common Core and with PARCC assessments. | appreciate the support | have received from
school leaders in the wake of this recommendation, and | will continue to work with you as we
grapple with many questions regarding the use of state assessments to help determine whether
students are ready for success beyond high school.

2. RISSA, RIDE announce The Assessment Project

As Superintendent Sipala and | communicated to you yesterday, in partnership with the Rhode
Island School Superintendents’ Association we are embarking on a year-long review of state
and local assessments with the overall goals of streamlining the system of tests that educators
administer to students and ensuring that educators and families use the assessment results to
advance teaching and learning. The Assessment Project will include focus groups and
community meetings to look at the overall issue of assessments, and we will convene a working
group of four districts (East Providence, Newport, North Kingstown, and North Providence) to
analyze their assessment systems and develop plans to streamline assessments. We will share
information from the working group statewide, and we will also encourage you to undertake
your own reviews of local assessments. | look forward to many informative discussions and to
developing excellent materials that will help all of us improve the development, administration,
and use of student assessments.

3. RIDE to share LEA Race to the Top success stories

| am very proud of the all the work we have accomplished to meet our Race to the Top
commitments over the past four years. We have brought teachers and school leaders together
to engage in professional development activities that addressed Common Core State Standards,
curriculum, assessment, data use, instructional support systems, educator evaluation, support
for beginning teachers, virtual and project-based learning, and support for low-performing
schools. At the end of the previous school year, we asked all LEAs to reflect on their Race to the
Top work and tell in their own words how Race to the Top has helped to improve teaching and
learning in their schools.

You have had a chance to review your individual “success story,” and now we are getting ready
to release the ‘Race to the Top Success Stories’ blog to a wider public. We will share these
“success stories” with Governor Chafee, the members of the General Assembly, the Board of
Education, the U.S. Department of Education, the Race to the Top Steering Committee, and the
media. | hope you will enjoy reading the “success stories” and that you will share these stories
with others. If you have any questions regarding Race to the Top success stories, please contact
Mary-Beth Fafard, Race to the Top Coordinator, at MaryBeth.Fafard@ride.ri.gov.




4. Rhode Island schools taking steps to reduce chronic absenteeism

As | noted to you in a previous Field Memo, one of our priorities this year is to take positive
steps to reduce chronic absenteeism in our schools. Rhode Island is working with five other
states on an

Advisory Committee to End Chronic Absence. There will be national attention on this issue next
month, as September has been designated Attendance Awareness Month.

| am very proud that, in Rhode Island, a number of communities have worked hard over the
summer to begin the school year with a focus on attendance awareness and reducing chronic
absenteeism. For example, in Providence the Children and Youth Cabinet has established high
functioning attendance teams in elementary, middle, and high schools across the city. Cranston
has launched a citywide campaign, Attendance Counts, and has developed a website that has
resources for students, families, community partners, and educators. In addition, several of you
in the South County area have been working with Rhode Island KIDS COUNT to examine data
and to develop strategies to reduce chronic absenteeism. Here are links to the KIDS COUNT
data reports on chronic absenteeism:

http://rikidscount.org/matriarch/documents/Ind65.pdf
http://rikidscount.org/matriarch/documents/Ind66.pdf

Please keep me informed about initiatives under way in your schools to reduce chronic
absenteeism, and | will continue to share these best practices through the Field Memo and
other communications.

From RIDE
5. Common Core State Standards:

Common Core informational materials in English, Spanish, Portuguese available to LEAs at no
cost

Through a grant we received last year to help us inform the public about the Common Core
State Standards, RIDE has developed materials to share with parents and communities and we
would like to make these materials available for free to schools, districts, and educational
organizations or associations. These handouts were designed to provide key information about
implementation of the Common Core State Standards in Rhode Island. The following materials
are available in print form:

e Elementary Flyer: English / Spanish / Portuguese
e Secondary Flyer: English / Spanish / Portuguese
e Bookmark: English / Spanish

e Bookmark 2: English




Please e-mail Rl.CommonCore@ride.ri.gov to let us know what quantity (in the 100s) you would
like and when you can pick up the materials at RIDE, 4™ floor, 255 Westminster St./80
Washington St., Providence. (We request a minimum of 1 business day advance notice so we
can prepare your materials.)

Educator Recognition:
6. All are invited to celebration of educator excellence at September 27 WaterFire

This year RIDE will honor Rhode Island educators for their outstanding service and dedication to
the education profession and to Rhode Island students at “WaterFire: A Salute to Rhode Island
Educators.” This event will be held on Saturday, September 27, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m., in
downtown Providence.

Please join us as we recognize the following educators:

e National Board for Professional Teaching Standards certified educators
e 2013 Rhode Island Milken Family Foundation Educator Award winner
e Presidential Award winners for mathematics and science teaching

e Amgen Award winner in science and technology

e Rhode Island Superintendent of the Year

e Rhode Island Principals of the Year

e Rhode Island Support Professionals of the Year

e 2014 District Teachers of the Year

e 2015 Rhode Island Teacher of the Year

At this event, we will also announce and recognize the 2015 District Teachers of the Year.

All are welcome to attend the celebration to support our best educators. This family - oriented
event will include an awards ceremony and a procession featuring the honored educators,
culminating with a “Ring of Fire” at the basin in downtown Providence.

If you have questions about this event, please contact Mary Keenan, at
mary.keenan@ride.ri.gov.

Health and Safety:
7. Emergency-drill regulations revised

In accordance with an amendment to state law (§23-28.12-15) and (§23-28.12-36), the failure
to comply with the provisions of emergency-drill legislation has been changed from a
misdemeanor to a violation, punishable by a fine that has increased from not exceeding fifty
dollars ($50) to not exceeding two-hundred dollars ($200). The principal of each school is




responsible for the successful implementation of the Rhode Island fire-safety statutes, including
the timely and accurate reporting of emergency drills. This information is monitored by RIDE on
a regular basis.

You can access the “Health and Safety of Pupils” legislation at the
Rhode Island General Assembly website, at:

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/52629.pdf

Professional Development:
8. Conference for teacher assistants scheduled for September 20

RIDE is sponsoring a conference for teacher assistants, with support from the Rhode Island
Technical Assistance Project. The day-long conference for teacher assistants will be held on
Saturday, September 20, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Archie R. Cole Middle School, 100 Cedar
Ave., East Greenwich. Space is limited, and pre-registration and pre-payment (or purchase
order) is necessary. The conference sessions will provide teacher assistants with practical
information and strategies that may be implemented within the classroom to support student
achievement and success.

For information on registration, please see the scrolling banner at www.ritap.org .

If you have any questions regarding the conference, contact Alice Woods, at
alice.woods@ride.ri.gov or 222-8983.

Educator Evaluations:

9. Workshop exercise on calibrations for educator evaluations available through
November

Reminder: As of July 29, all Framework for Teaching Proficiency System (FFTPS) previously
opened accounts were transitioned to calibration-only accounts. This transition means that
evaluators will continue to have access to ongoing classroom-observation calibration tools, but
evaluators will no longer have access to proficiency tests. Full-access accounts are still available
for new evaluators and upon request.

Any superintendent wishing to receive information on the completion of the FFTPS proficiency
test by district evaluators may do so by contacting Lisa Foehr, at Lisa.Foehr@ride.ri.gov.

The Framework for Teaching Proficiency System is an online, video-based, classroom-
observation training and assessment program for personnel evaluating teachers. Developed by
Teachscape, in partnership with ETS and Charlotte Danielson, the FFTPS provides practice and
calibration exercises for all evaluators. The exercises compare evaluators’ scores and rationale



with the Master Coders’ scores and rationale. Calibration exercises can be completed
individually or as a group. The calibration activities provide feedback on accuracy and promote
good discussion among leadership teams.

The Fall 2014 Calibration Window is open now until November 30. Log onto Teachscape to
participate in the exercise.

Educator Preparation:
10. Educator Preparation Index goes live

The Rhode Island Educator Preparation Index is now live. The index provides information to
prospective candidates, employers, and policymakers about the performance and outcomes of
approved Rhode Island educator-preparation programs. The index was designed in
collaboration with all educator-preparation programs within the state. Moving forward, RIDE
seeks to improve and publish indices annually.

You can access all of the institutional indices at
https://www3.ride.ri.gov/RIEdPrepindexBeta/Default.aspx. The indices are standardized and
accessible documents for each provider and include the following information: Rhode Island
employment and educator effectiveness, certification status, and admission information. LEAs
may find the Rhode Island employment data particularly helpful when considering their hiring,
retention, and evaluation practices.

Users are encouraged to review the companion document, Using the Rl Index, and to provide
feedback (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Rl Index2014 ). We advise users not to pick one
data point and draw conclusions about individual providers. Differences in results can be driven
by a variety of factors, including differences in the types of candidates, differences in the
mission and goals of different types of programs, and year-to-year variations in the labor
market. We encourage users to consider how the indices offer insight to the educator human-
capital workings within Rhode Island.

Assessments:

11. RIDE provides information on administration of, participation in PARCC assessments
during current school year

As we transition from NECAP to PARCC during the current school year, there will be a lot of new
information for schools and districts to review and understand regarding PARCC

assessments. To help keep the amount of disseminated information to more practical levels, we
will be including weekly PARCC updates regarding testing policies, trainings, and resources to
support students, educators, and families. This week we are providing information on the



required PARCC assessments and who will participate in the PARCC assessments during the
current school year.

Which PARCC assessments are schools and districts required to administer?

Under the No Child Left Behind Act, public schools are accountable for all enrolled students,
including all students receiving a publicly funded education in a nonpublic school. To support
school and district accountability, all public schools and schools educating students tuitioned by
Rhode Island public schools will administer the following PARCC assessments during the 2014-
15 school year:

e Grades3,4,5,6,7, and 8: grade-specific English Language Arts (ELA)/Literacy and
Mathematics tests

e Grades 9 and 10: ELA/Literacy tests
e Algebraland Geometry tests

e Integrated Mathematics | & Il (in lieu of Algebra | and Geometry) tests

Who will participate in PARCC testing?

Unless eligible for the state alternate assessment, all public-school students in grades 3 through
10 and grade-11 students enrolled in Algebra |, Geometry, or Integrated Mathematics I/ Il
mathematics courses will participate in PARCC testing. For the PARCC ELA/Literacy assessment,
students will take the test assigned to the grade in which they are enrolled. Similarly, for
mathematics the vast majority of students in grades 3 through 8 will take the grade-specific
PARCC mathematics test; however, middle-school students enrolled in an Algebra |, Geometry,
or Integrated Mathematics I/ Il mathematics course will participate in these PARCC
mathematics assessments instead. For example, if a grade-8 student is enrolled in Algebra |,
that student will take the PARCC Algebra | assessment in lieu of the PARCC Grade 8
Mathematics assessment. Likewise, if a grade-11 student is enrolled in Geometry, that student
will take the PARCC Geometry test. For school accountability, beginning with the Class of 2019,
all students will be required to take Algebra | and Geometry (or Integrated Math I/l in lieu of
Algebra | and Geometry) by the end of grade 11.

If you have any questions about PARCC, please e-mail them to PARCC@RIDE.RI.Gov. For more
information about PARCC, please go to www.ride.ri.gov/PARCC or www.parcconline.org.

Grants:
12. RIDE announces opportunity for mini-grants to support LEA work on data systems
RIDE is pleased to announce a new round of mini-grants to support the work being completed

under our Year 5 Race to the Top no-cost extension. The Rhode Island Race to the Top no-cost
extension supports continued development and use of our Rhode Island data systems (the



Instructional Support System, the Educator Performance and Support System, and the Growth
Model). All mini-grant applications must include work that will use one or more of these
systems along with other data sources in order to improve teaching and to increase student
learning. RIDE will provide ideas for possible projects as well as an option to create personalized
grant proposals based on LEA needs. Grant awards will be based on the scope of the project
and the number of educators involved, and the grants may include consultant costs and costs
for substitutes or for stipend reimbursement. All funds must be obligated by June 30, 2015, and
liguidated by September 1, 2015.

The application is due to RIDE on Wednesday, October 1. The application form, instructions,
and rubric are available here:

www.ride.ri.gov/RaceToTheTop.

Questions about the grants can be directed to Kate Schulz. at kate.schulz@ride.ri.gov or 222-
8489.

From the U.S. Department of Education

13. U.S. Department of Education issues guidance regarding English Learners with
disabilities

The U.S. Department of Education has released a guidance document regarding the inclusion of
English Learners (ELs) with disabilities in English-language proficiency (ELP) assessments under
Titles | and Il of the ESEA and the IDEA. The guidance is designed to help states and LEAs
understand how Part B of the IDEA and Titles | and Il of the ESEA address the inclusion of ELs
with disabilities in annual State ELP assessments. The guidance consists of frequently asked
guestions (FAQs) in five sections: (1) General Obligations; (2) Role of the individualized
education program (IEP) Team; (3) Accommodations and Alternate Assessments; (4) Exit from
EL Status; and (5) AMAOs.

RIDE staff will be following up with ELL and Special Education Directors this school year in
reviewing this guidance and providing additional clarification as the guidance relates to Rhode
Island regulations and procedures.

The FAQs are available at:

Questions and Answers Regarding Inclusion of English Learners with Disabilities in
English Language Proficiency Assessments and Title Il Annual Measurable Achievement

Objectives




From other organizations
14. Prudential Spirit of Community Awards seeks applicants

By this date, all secondary-school principals should have received application packets for the
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards, which recognize young people who have made
meaningful contributions to their communities through volunteer services. Prudential Financial
and the National Association of Secondary School Principals co-sponsor the awards. The
Association for Middle Level Education has also encouraged participation. Further information
is available at http://spirit.prudential.com. The application deadline is November 11.

15. Online toolkit available for parents
Please see this message from NBC News:

The Education Nation team at NBC News has unveiled the Parent Toolkit app. Have you
ever wished you could customize and personalize all of the information available on our
site? Well now you can! The Parent Toolkit app is available in English and Spanish for
free for both iOS and Android devices. It takes all of the great tips and benchmarks from
the Parent Toolkit website and allows folks to further customize and engage with the
information.

We are a few weeks away from unveiling the Social & Emotional Development section
of the Parent Toolkit. Much like the structure of the other parts of our site, this new
content section will equip parents with grade-by-grade information around their
children’s self-management, social awareness, relationship skills and responsible
decision making. When we launch this new section in October, our site will truly be a
one stop shop for parents around the holistic development of their kids.

RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahAGist/FieldMemos.aspx




