Commissioner’s Weekly Field Memo
Friday, September 19, 2014

Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. RIDE presents list of accomplishments to Race to the Top Steering
Committee

2. Salute to Rhode Island Educators to be held at September 27 WaterFire

3. Barrington, Classical, East Greenwich High Schools recognized by
Newsweek as top high schools

From the R.l. Department of Education (RIDE)
Assessments:
4. RIDE posts PARCC preparation checklist for districts, schools

5. RIDE announces professional development opportunities on PARCC
assessments

Early Learning:

6. RIDE seeking volunteers to test Early Care and Education Data System
prior to public release

From other state agencies

7. Health Department recommends procedures for prevention of flu and
EV-D68 virus

8. Child Abuse Hotline temporarily changes phone number




From other organizations

9. MIC3 to hold webinar on economic opportunities for military children

10.Senate Immersion Module offers opportunity for professional
development

Action Item Calendar

Today (September 19): RITEAAF forms due
September 30: UCOA FY 2014 data due
September 30: Updated work-assignment data due
November 12: Presidential Scholar nominations due

Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. RIDE presents list of accomplishments to Race to the Top Steering
Committee

As | noted to you in last week’s Field Memo, the Race to the Top Steering
Committee held its final meeting on Monday afternoon. This committee,
which Neil Steinberg, President and CEO of the Foundation, and Newport
Superintendent Colleen Jermain have co-chaired, has met quarterly
throughout the four years of the grant. The members of the committee
have provided us with valuable guidance and feedback on implementation
of the grant and have served as a liaison to many communities and
constituencies across Rhode Island. On Monday, we presented the
committee with a summary of some of the major accomplishments we



have achieved through funding from the Race to the Top grant. In addition
to this informal summary, next month we will submit to the U.S.
Department of Education a formal report on the completion of the four-
year grant and on the few remaining projects that we will complete under
the one-year, no-cost extension.

You and your team have been a major part of the success of this significant
initiative. As | told the Steering Committee, Rhode Island is apparently the
only state in which 100 percent of our LEAs participated in this grant. Not
only did no LEA drop out of the project during the four years of this
initiative; rather, newly established LEAs such as some of our charter public
schools have signed on and joined the work. By the end of the grant period,
including the one-year, no-cost extension that the U.S. Department of
Education has provided to us, we will expend the full $75 million of the
grant, with half of those funds allocated by the state and half from the LEA
level.

Here is the list of our Race to the Top accomplishments that we presented
to the Steering Committee on Monday:

Ensuring educator excellence:

e developed and implemented the Rhode Island Model for Educator
Evaluation, including providing preparation for 800 evaluators;

e developed and implemented the Rhode Island Model for Support
Professionals including providing preparation for 800 evaluators;

e designed and implemented a technology platform, the Educator
Performance and Support System, to guide educators through the
evaluation process;

e matched 800 beginning educators with induction coaches;

e built a new certification data system to process applications online;

e developed new standards for educator-preparation programs and
the Rhode Island Educator preparation index;

e supported alternative pathways for entry into the teaching
profession;

e supported 12 aspiring principals through the Academy for
Transformative Leadership;



e implemented a statewide recruitment platform for use by districts
seeking to hire educators; and
e explored compensation reform in two pilot projects.

Establishing world-class standards, curriculum, and assessments:

e provided professional development on the Common Core State
Standards for more than 5,800 educators;

e developed resources on the Common Core for posting on the RIDE
website;

e worked with educators in 28 districts to develop curriculum aligned
with the Common Core in English Language Arts, mathematics, social
studies, and science;

e implemented project-based learning, based on the Common Core
and the Next Generation Science Standards, in Providence;

e supported districts in developing and using formative assessments
and developed items for interim assessments in English,
mathematics, science, and social studies; and

e developed items and performance tasks in English Language Arts,
mathematics, social studies, and science. The item bank contains a
total of 8,121 items (2,968 in Mathematics, 798 in Science, 2,704 in
ELA, and 1,651 in Social Studies), and nine (9) Performance tasks in
each content area.

Developing user-friendly data systems:

e provided professional development on data use to 290 school-based
leadership teams;

e implemented and redesigned an Instructional Support System to
provide educators with online resources on curriculum, instruction,
and assessment; and

e created an Early Warning System to provide educators with timely
information on students at risk.

Accelerating all schools toward greatness:



e designed a quarterly monitoring process to support the lowest-
achieving schools;

e conducted Summer Leadership Institutes to help schools use data to
design improvement plans;

e provided enhanced support for educator evaluation in districts with
the lowest-achieving schools;

e supported two new charter public schools and the expansion of two
existing charter public schools; and

e designed and implemented Virtual Learning Math Modules to
support student progress in learning mathematics.

Managing our performance:

e completed nearly all Race to the Top projects on time and within
budget;

e brought all participating school districts, charter public schools, and
state-operated schools together to participate in Collaborative
Learning for Outcomes sessions;

e submitted on time to the U.S. Department of Education all scopes of
work, budgets, quarterly progress reports, and progress summary
reports;

e participated in active progress monitoring with the U.S. Department
of Education through monthly calls and reports and annual on-site
visits; and

e received recognition from the U.S. Department of Education for the
effectiveness of progress monitoring and quality assurance in Rhode
Island.

2. Salute to Rhode Island Educators to be held at September 27
WaterFire

One of our highlights every fall is our annual ceremony to honor
outstanding Rhode Island educators. This year, we will recognize Rhode
Island educators for their outstanding service and dedication to the
education profession and to Rhode Island students at “WaterFire: A Salute
to Rhode Island Educators.” This event will be held on Saturday, September



27, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m., in downtown Providence (tent at College and
North Main Streets).

Please join us as we recognize the following educators:

e National Board for Professional Teaching Standards certified
educators

e 2014 Rhode Island Milken Family Foundation Educator Award winner

e Presidential Award winners for mathematics and science teaching

e Amgen Award winner in science and technology

e Civics Award winner

e Rhode Island Certified School Nurse Teacher of the Year

e Rhode Island Superintendent of the Year

e Rhode Island Principals of the Year

e Rhode Island Support Professionals of the Year

e Rhode Island District Teachers of the Year

e 2015 Rhode Island Teacher of the Year

All are welcome to attend the celebration to support our Rhode Island
educators. This family - oriented event will include an awards ceremony
and a procession featuring the honored educators, culminating with a “Ring
of Fire” at the basin at Waterplace Park in downtown Providence. | hope
you and members of your team will be able to join us at this event.

3. Barrington, Classical, East Greenwich High Schools recognized by
Newsweek as top high schools

Congratulations to the teams at Barrington High School, Classical High
School (Providence), and East Greenwich High School for making the
Newsweek list of America’s 500 top high schools. Barrington and Classical
were also noted for “beating the odds” for the achievement levels of their
economically disadvantaged students. For the full list of recognized schools,
see:

http://www.newsweek.com/high-schools/americas-top-schools-
2014




From RIDE
Assessments:
4. RIDE posts PARCC preparation checklist for districts, schools

RIDE has developed a PARCC preparation checklist to support districts and
schools in planning and undertaking key tasks leading up to (and including)
PARCC assessments. The checklist is a customizable Word document and is
organized sequentially through the school year, with sections
corresponding to various types of tasks (e.g., technology, communication,
administration, coordination). RIDE will update this checklist as more
information and updates are available (e.g., replacing “TBA” with confirmed
dates, adding links to online manuals once PARCC posts them). The
checklist can be found at:

www.ride.ri.gov/PARCC-preparation-checklist

5. RIDE announces professional development opportunities on PARCC
assessments

RIDE is pleased to announce a suite of professional development
opportunities focused on increasing educators’ knowledge and
understanding of the English language arts/literacy and mathematics
components of PARCC assessments.

Informational sessions are scheduled at locations throughout the state
after school to accommodate educators from across grade levels;
professional development sessions will be offered during school hours so as
to provide an opportunity to develop a deeper understanding of PARCC
English language arts/literacy and mathematics assessments. Registration
for the informational and professional development sessions can be
completed within eride.

Further details regarding the suite of offerings are available here:



www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-
Assessment-World-Class-
Standards/Assessment/PARCC/Fall2014 PARCC Informational Sessi

ons.pdf

Early Learning:

6. RIDE seeking volunteers to try out the Early Care and Education
Data System prior to public release

The Rhode Island Early Care and Education Data System is being built with
funds from the Race to the Top — Early Learning Challenge grant. This
sophisticated data system will serve as a resource for families, early-care
providers, and anyone in Rhode Island seeking information about high-
quality early care and education. The data team building the system is
seeking public-school administrators and early-childhood coordinators to
test the system’s program portal and common application. We need
feedback to be sure we are delivering a system that is easy for providers to
use. The first release is scheduled for this fall. Participants in the test will
get a sneak peak at the data system and will give us feedback on the ease
of use, vocabulary used, and the overall look and feel of the system. We
anticipate that selected individuals will need to dedicate 1 to 2 hours this
fall to complete the test. If you or members of your team are interested,
please e-mail Erica.Mandeville@ride.ri.gov at RIDE by September 30.

From other state agencies

7. Health Department recommends procedures for prevention of flu
and EV-D68 virus

Please see this news release from the Department of Health:

The Rhode Island Department of Health (HEALTH) advises all parents
and healthcare providers to be aware of symptoms of respiratory
illness caused by Enterovirus D68 (EV-D68) and to promote good
hand hygiene to protect against EV-D68, as well as other seasonal
illnesses such as influenza (flu).



Mild symptoms may include fever, runny nose, sneezing, cough, and
body and muscle aches. Patients who are very ill with EV-D68 have
difficulty breathing and may or may not have fever or wheezing.
Many children with severe illness have had had asthma or wheezing
in the past. Parents whose children are sick with a cold and have
difficulty breathing, or see symptoms getting worse, should contact
their healthcare provider right away. Parents with children who have
asthma should have a care plan in place with their healthcare
provider to follow in the event of any illness.

Enterovirus D68 has been reported in multiple states, including
nearby Connecticut. Rhode Island is among many states that have
submitted laboratory samples to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) and is awaiting test results.

“Right now we can assume that EV-D68 will be here very soon, if it’s
not here already,” said Michael Fine, MD, Director of Health. “Like
the flu, this respiratory illness spreads more quickly when children
are back in school and, also like the flu, EV-D68 is best prevented by
frequent hand-washing and good hygiene.”

HEALTH is working with healthcare providers to identify increases of
respiratory illnesses in Rhode Island. Laboratory specimens from
several Rhode Island patients with respiratory illnesses that could be
due to EV-D68 are being tested at a CDC laboratory.

“We’ll let everyone know when we know for sure that EV-D68 is in
fact in Rhode Island,” said Dr. Fine. “Even then, the standard
prevention protocols will remain the best protocols.”

To stop the spread of enteroviruses and other seasonal illness such
as flu, everyone should:

e Wash hands often with soap and water for 20 seconds,
especially after using the bathroom, changing diapers,
coughing or sneezing, and before eating or preparing food.



e Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands.
e Avoid kissing or hugging people who are sick, or when sick.

e Avoid sharing dishes or eating utensils with people who are
sick, or when sick.

e Disinfect frequently touched surfaces, such as toys and
doorknobs, especially if someone is sick.

e Cover your cough; cough into elbows, not hands.
e Discard used tissues right away.

Enteroviruses are transmitted through close contact with an infected
person, or by touching objects or surfaces that are contaminated
with the virus and then touching the mouth, nose, or eyes. In the
United States, people are more likely to get infected with
enteroviruses in the summer and fall, and EV-D68 infections are likely
to decline later in the fall. There is no vaccine or specific antiviral
medication for enterovirus infections. Other viruses besides EV-D68
can cause respiratory illness and are also circulating this time of year.
In the event of illness, parents, caregivers, and others should follow
their healthcare providers recommendations for treatment and care.

For more information, visit the CDC website:

<http://www.cdc.gov/non-polio-enterovirus/about/EV-
D68.html?s cid=cdc homepage whatsnew 001>.

8. Child Abuse Hotline temporarily changes phone number

Please see this message from the Department of Children, Youth and
Families:



The Department of Children, Youth and Families announced that the
Rhode Island Child Abuse Hotline phone system is experiencing
technical difficulties.

Until further notice, all calls to report child abuse or neglect should
be made to 462-4453.

From other organizations

9. MIC3 to hold webinar on economic opportunities for military
children

Please see this notice from the Military Interstate Children’s Compact
Commission:

Please join us for the third segment of the MIC3 webinar series on
Friday, September 26, at 3 p.m. This webinar is designed for state
MIC3 commissioners, state council members, state education
officials, school district administrators, school principals, and school
counselors to assist them with coordinating and communicating the
Interstate Compact.

Written questions will be taken in advance of this webinar at
MIC3INFO@csg.org. Additional questions will be taken in writing
during the webinar. Instructions and other helpful information will be
sent out after registration.

If you have any immediate questions or need clarification about this
webinar, please contact John Matthews, at jmatthews@csg.org or
(859) 244-8157. Additional information about the Interstate Compact
and the Commission can be found at www.mic3.net.

To register, go to:

https://www?2.gotomeeting.com/register/442834250

10.Senate Immersion Module offers opportunity for professional
development



Please see this message from the College of Advancing and Professional
Studies, at UMass Boston:

Join us for a unique opportunity to be among the first to experience
the Senate Immersion Module (SIM) at the soon-to-be opened
Edward M. Kennedy Institute for the United States Senate on the
campus of UMass Boston.

On Saturday, February 28, 2015, in a full-scale reproduction of the
U.S. Senate Chamber, participants will take on the roles of the
Senators attempting to pass the legislation for the Compromise of
1850.

Through the SIM, participants engage in role-play, deliberation,
negotiation, and debate to make sense of the legislative process. The
program will offer teachers an opportunity to discuss how best to
engage students in the history of Reconstruction, by using the SIM
experience and to tailor their materials based on an existing
curriculum.

Upon completion, all participants will be eligible for 10 PDPs, issued
through the College of Advancing and Professional Studies at UMass
Boston.

Remember: There are only 100 Seats in the Senate Chamber.

Register today. Program details can be found at:

caps.umb.edu/senate

Learn about Edward M. Kennedy Institute and see a SIM video at:

http://emkinstitute.org

For more information, e-mail renee.covalucci@umb.edu or call (617)
334-9348.




RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahAGist/Field
Memos.aspx




