
Application for Interim Assessments Item Review Committee - AUGUST 1 
 

 
 
 
 

TO: Rhode Island Educators 
 
FROM: Phyllis Lynch, Director, Office of Instruction, Assessment and Curriculum 
  Jessica Brown, Assessment Specialist, Office of Instruction, Assessment and Curriculum 
 
SUBJECT: Interim Assessment Item Review Committee Membership: English Language Arts (ELA) 

and Mathematics 
 
 
Through the Race to the Top Initiative, the Office of Instruction, Assessment and Curriculum is 
developing Interim Assessments in ELA and Mathematics for grades 3-11. As part of the 
development process classroom teachers and other educators are invited to participate in the item 
review process. Not only are educator committees essential to the creation of a valid and reliable 
assessment system, but many educators have found this type of experience to be very rewarding 
and informative for expanding their assessment literacy foundation.  The following provides 
important information about the Item Review Committee (IRC). 

Description: Initially this IRC will require an in-person training on the item review 
process and use of the online review system. However, unlike the NECAP IRC, the Interim 
IRC will not convene in person to conduct reviews. Rather, members will review materials 
and provide feedback through an online system only. Members will have approximately 10 
days to accomplish these tasks.  

Dates & Time:   

Training: Two time options available on Tuesday, August 14th 9:00am or 4:00pm 
Review Period August 17th-27th 

Location: For returning IRC participants, the training will be held via a webinar (call in 
information will be sent prior to training). New IRC participants are required to attend the 
training in-person at one of the time options. The training will be held at RIDE in 
Providence (directions, room and parking information to be sent prior to training).  During 
the review period, the review of and feedback on the items will occur online. 

Qualifications: Potential Interim Assessment items will undergo review for alignment to 
the appropriate Common Core State Standards, targeted Depth of Knowledge level, student 
accessibility, instructional relevance, and possible bias or sensitivity issues.  

To qualify, educators should meet the following criteria: 
 possess a working knowledge of the Common Core State Standards 
 have experience teaching in grades 3-11 in ELA/literacy or Mathematics, and  
 be willing and able to work on one’s own time during the review week 

 
Application:  First-time Interim Assessments IRC participants must complete the “Interim 
Assessment Item Review Committee” application, meet the above qualifications, and agree 
to the commitments described on the following page in order to be considered for 
participation.  NOTE: Even if you have attended a similar meeting in the past (other than 
the Interim Assessments IRC in May) you still must complete an application in order to be 
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considered for participation. The application is enclosed in these materials as well as on the 
RIDE web page at:  http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment/Interim.aspx.  The application is 
due Friday July 20th (by fax or email). 

Transportation & Mileage:  Participants driving their own cars will be reimbursed for 
mileage and tolls to and from the training. Forms for mileage will be provided at the 
training. 

Stipends: Due to the volume of content to be reviewed in the two content areas two stipend 
amounts are offered: In Mathematics the stipend is $150; in ELA the stipend is $225.  
Stipends are only provided to members who complete the IRC process. Members must 
submit their feedback in order to receive the stipend (Note: partial stipends will not be 
awarded).  Because the IRC is occurring during summer vacation and on one’s own time, 
substitute reimbursements are not provided. Stipend payment forms will be available. 

Committee Assignment: Educators will be placed on an IRC committee in either 
Mathematics or ELA. IRC members will review content for one grade. Mathematics IRC 
members will review a total of 72 items; ELA IRC members will review a total of 96 items 
plus 8 passage pairs. 

We hope that you consider applying to represent Rhode Island’s students as a member of the 
Interim Assessment Item Review Committee.  The application materials are enclosed on the 
following pages. Thank you in advance for your consideration. If you have any questions please 
contact Jessica Brown, the Interim Assessments project lead at Jessica.Brown@RIDE.RI.GOV 
or 222-8253. 
 
 
COMMITMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION ON A COMMITTEE: 

Committee members must be prepared to fulfill the following commitments as a member of the 
Interim Assessments Item Review Committee:  

1. Attend the training for the IRC (via webinar for returning IRC members; in-person for 
new members). 

2. To commit to the entire process, including providing feedback on the material assigned 
to you as a reviewer. 

3. Use the electronic review system on your own time and if need be, on your own 
computer. 

4. To notify appropriate RIDE personnel (see below) as soon as possible if you are unable 
to attend so that a replacement can be identified. (Jessica.Brown@RIDE.RI.GOV or 222-
8253)  

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment/Interim.aspx
mailto:Jessica.Brown@RIDE.RI.GOV
mailto:Jessica.Brown@RIDE.RI.GOV
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Interim Assessment Item Review Committee Application  
 

 
 
 

It is extremely important to provide us with all requested information. Incomplete applications will not be 
considered and applicants will not be contacted to provide missing information. Completed applications 
may be faxed to (401) 222-3605 or emailed by July 20th. If you have questions, please contact 
Jessica.Brown@RIDE.RI.GOV or 222-8253.  

Contact Information:  Please provide all information below.  Your contact information will be kept 
confidential and will only be used for official purposes. 
 
Name: ________________________________________  Title: _____________________________ 

School:   District:   

Complete School Address:    

   

School Phone Number:   

Complete Home Address:   

  

Home Phone Number:   

Cell Phone Number:   

Email Address:   

1)    Please indicate test or curriculum development teams you have previously participated in: 

 Study of the Standards Training (either ELA or Mathematics) 

 PBGR Peer Review Table Leader 

 State GLE/GSE/AGSE Development Team  (content area: _____________;  grade: _______) 

 NECAP Item Review Team  (content area: _____________;  grade: _______) 

 Local GLE/GSE/AAGSE Team Trainer  (content area: _____________;  grade: _______) 

 Local Curriculum/GLE/GSE/AAGSE Alignment Team  (content area: _____________;  grade: 

_______) 

 Statewide Curriculum Development Team  (content area: _____________;  grade: _______) 

 Bias and Sensitivity Review  (content area: _____________;  grade: _______) 

Other: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

mailto:Jessica.Brown@RIDE.RI.GOV
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2)   Please check the appropriate boxes below to indicate the content area(s), grade(s), and group(s) 
of students you currently teach (or have recently taught if not currently teaching): 

 
3)  Please indicate which test development committee you would like to be a part of. You may 

select more than one. 
English Language Arts 

 Grade 3 

 Grade 4 

 Grade 5 

 Grade 6 

 Grade 7 

 Grade 8 

    Grade 9 

 Grade 10 

 Grade 11 

 

Mathematics 

 Grade 3 

 Grade 4 

 Grade 5 

 Grade 6 

 Grade 7 

 Grade 8 

   Algebra 1 

   Algebra 2 

   Geometry 

4)  Describe the work you have done with Common Core State Standards and how they apply to 
your teaching and/or professional responsibilities.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I understand and agree to the terms of commitment for participation in the Interim Assessments 
Item Review Committee: 
 
Applicant’s signature:      Date: _________________ 

NOTE: ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE SIGNED – PLEASE PRINT, SIGN, AND FAX (OR SCAN AND 
EMAIL AS AN ATTACHMENT) THIS FORM TO THE RIDE CONTACT LISTED ABOVE. 

 K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Mathematics              

Reading              

Writing                               

Science              

ELL              

Low SES              
Special Ed. Specialty (please list):  
 

             

Other (please list):  
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