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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING 

6.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context, 
including content specific vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, or precise vocabulary

6.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefixes/suffixes and base words; or context clues; or 
other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior knowledge)

      207521.004 D Common, CMN 

   Use the definitions below to answer the question. 

fi ery adj  1. full of fi re, glaring, intensely hot  
2. feverish, burning, infl amed  3. enthusiastic  
4. hotheaded, easily angered, excitable

w     Which is the  best  definition of the word  fiery  
as it is used in this sentence? 

    Bruce’s  fiery  retort led to a bitter feud with 
little hope of settlement.    

A.    definition 1 

B.    definition 2 

C.    definition 3 

D.    definition 4 

   

207560.000 D Common, CMN

Because the work on the assembly line is so 
tedious, employees often fall asleep.

   q What does the word    tedious  mean as it is 
used in the box? 

A.    marvelous 

B.    mysterious 

C.    miraculous 

D.    monotonous 
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING

Amphibians and Reptiles as Exotic Pets
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2012 – Grade 7 Reading.)

6.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions related to main/central ideas or key details

6.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes and base words; or context clues; or 
other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior knowledge)

      173246.001 A Common, CMN 

e  Which statement is true about all ectothermic 
animals?   

A.    Their body temperatures change with the 
environment. 

B.    They are born in water but live on land. 

C.    Their babies hatch from hard-shelled eggs. 

D.    They have unusually long lives for wild 
animals. 

   

      173249.001 D Common, CMN 

r  In paragraph 4, the word    external  means 

A.    living. 

B.    inactive. 

C.    weakened. 

D.    outside. 

   



3NECAP_2012_Grade7_Reading_Released_SupportMaterials

NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING 

Amphibians and Reptiles as Exotic Pets
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2012 – Grade 7 Reading.)

6.7.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
obtaining information from text features (e.g., table of contents, glossary, index, transition words/
phrases, bold or italicized text, headings, subheadings, graphic organizers, charts, graphs, or 
illustrations) 

6.8.3 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by drawing inferences 
about text, including author’s purpose (e.g., to inform, explain, entertain, persuade) or message; or 
forming and supporting opinions/judgments and assertions about central ideas that are relevant 

      173247.001 B Common, CMN 

t  In paragraphs 1 through 4, some words are in 
   bold  print because they 

A.    are titles. 

B.    are explained. 

C.    begin new sections. 

D.    come from another language. 

   

      173255.002 C Common, CMN 

y  What does    Myth #3  include that the other 
myths do not include? 

A.    a reminder that owners should treat a 
herp just as they would any other pet 

B.    encouragement to think creatively about 
how to care for a herp as it ages 

C.    advice against getting a herp because it is 
a long-term responsibility 

D.    advice against getting a herp because of 
ongoing health problems 
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING

Amphibians and Reptiles as Exotic Pets
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2012 – Grade 7 Reading.)

6.7.3 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
organizing information to show understanding (e.g., representing main/central ideas or details within 
text through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, summarizing, or comparing/contrasting) 

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation about how each myth about herps is incorrect. 
Response includes relevant information from the passage.

3
Response provides an explanation about how each myth about herps is incorrect. 
Response includes some relevant information from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial explanation about how each myth or some myths about 
herps are incorrect. Response includes limited information from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Responses should cite each of the myths and explain facts in the passage that discredit them.

      173293.004 Common, CMN 

u  Explain how each    myth  about herps is incorrect. Use information from the passage to support your 
answer. 
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING 

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough explanation about how each myth about herps is incorrect. Response 
includes relevant information from the passage.

    u    
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides an explanation about how each myth about herps is incorrect. Response includes 
some relevant information from the passage.

    u    
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING 

SCORE POINT 2

Response provides a partial explanation about how each myth or some myths about herps are incorrect. 
Response includes limited information from the passage.

    u    

SCORE POINT 1

Response is vague or minimal.

    u    
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING

SCORE POINT 0

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

    u    
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING 

Amphibians and Reptiles as Exotic Pets
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2012 – Grade 7 Reading.)

6.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions related to main/central ideas or key details 

6.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure, including prefi xes/suffi xes and base words; or context clues; or 
other resources, such as dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses; or prior knowledge)

      173254.003 C Common, CMN 

i  According to the passage, the cheapest part 
of owning a herp as a pet is the cost of   

A.    the food. 

B.    the equipment. 

C.    the animal itself. 

D.    the veterinary care. 

   

      173260.003 A Common, CMN 

o  In    Myth #4 , the word  inhumane  means 

A.    brutal. 

B.    confident. 

C.    ordinary. 

D.    ignorant. 
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING

Amphibians and Reptiles as Exotic Pets
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2012 – Grade 7 Reading.)

6.7.3 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
organizing information to show understanding (e.g., representing main/central ideas or details within 
text through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, summarizing, or comparing/contrasting) 

6.8.4 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by distinguishing fact 
from opinion, and identifying possible bias/propaganda 

      173261.002 B Common, CMN 

1)  According to the passage, why is the size of 
a herp’s enclosure important?   

A.    Small enclosures may help herps feel safe. 

B.    Enclosures that are too small may lead to 
injuries. 

C.    Large enclosures may prevent herps from 
fighting. 

D.    Enclosures that are too large may 
encourage escape. 

   

      173269.003 C Common, CMN 

1!  Which sentence from the passage contains an 
   opinion ? 

A.    “Reptiles have scales that cover their dry 
skin and, contrary to what many people 
think, they are not slimy!” 

B.    “So, while the animal itself may not cost 
much, caring for it properly will.” 

C.    “You get the picture . . . herps are 
anything but easy to care for!” 

D.    “But when properly cared for, reptiles 
grow . . . and they can grow LARGE.” 
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING 

Amphibians and Reptiles as Exotic Pets
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2012 – Grade 7 Reading.)

6.8.2 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by synthesizing 
information within or across text(s) (e.g., constructing appropriate titles; or formulating assertions or 
controlling ideas 

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of why the author suggests that having a herp is 
“a huge commitment.” Response includes relevant information from the passage.

3
Response provides an explanation of why the author suggests that having a herp is “a huge 
commitment.” Response includes some relevant information from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of why the author suggests that having a herp is “a 
huge commitment.” Response includes limited information from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Responses may address the time, money, and space involved.

      173286.004 Common, CMN 

1@  Explain why the author suggests that having a herp is “a huge commitment.” Use information from the 
passage to support your answer.   
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough explanation of why the author suggests that having a herp is “a huge 
commitment.” Response includes relevant information from the passage.

 1@     
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING 

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides an explanation of why the author suggests that having a herp is “a huge commitment.” 
Response includes some relevant information from the passage.

    1@    
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING

SCORE POINT 2

Response provides a partial explanation of why the author suggests that having a herp is “a huge 
commitment.” Response includes limited information from the passage.

SCORE POINT 1

Response is vague or minimal.

    1@    

    1@    
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NECAP 2012 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 7 READING 

SCORE POINT 0

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

    1@    
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