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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

10.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure) including prefi xes/suffi xes, common roots, or word origins; or 
context clues; or resources including dictionaries, glossaries, or thesauruses to determine defi nition, 
pronunciation, etymology, or usage of words;  or prior knowledge) 

      118901.001 B Common, CMN 

   q The prefi x    contra - in the words  contrary  and 
 contradict  means 

   with. A. 

   opposite. B. 

   false. C. 

   damaged. D. 

 

10.3.1 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by identifying synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/ homophones, shades 
of meaning, idioms, or word origins, including words from dialects, or other languages that have been 
adopted into our language/standard English

              118911.000 A Common, CMN 

   w The phrase    to sit on the fence  means to be 

   undecided. A. 

   uncomfortable. B. 

   disinterested. C. 

   detained. D. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

Edna Purtell
Informational Text

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide 
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts, 
timelines, tables, or diagrams

      118811.001 C Common, CMN 

   e What was the purpose of the march on 
August 6?   

   to attempt to free the women who had A. 
been arrested 

   to call for President Woodrow Wilson’s B. 
resignation 

   to protest the Senate’s failure to vote on C. 
an amendment 

   to gain much-needed publicity for the D. 
suffragist movement 

 

10.3.1 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by identifying synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/ homophones, shades 
of meaning, idioms, or word origins, including words from dialects, or other languages that have been 
adopted into our language/standard English

      118812.000 D Common, CMN 

   r The word    habitation  refers to a place where 
people 

   work. A. 

   hide. B. 

   eat. C. 

   live. D. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

Edna Purtell
Informational Text

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide 
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts, 
timelines, tables, or diagrams

      118813.001 A Common, CMN 

t  Which factor led to the release of the women 
imprisoned in the Washington District 
workhouse?   

   pressure from the public and offi cials A. 

   the lack of space inside the workhouse B. 

   a settlement negotiated with the police C. 
force 

   newspaper coverage of Edna Purtell’s D. 
injuries 

 

      118814.000 C Common, CMN 

y  Which word    best  describes the reaction of 
Edna Purtell’s coworkers to her protest? 

   disbelieving A. 

   uninterested B. 

   supportive C. 

   entertained D. 

 

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide 
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts, 
timelines, tables, or diagrams
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

Edna Purtell
Informational Text

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide 
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts, 
timelines, tables, or diagrams

      118815.001 Common, CMN 

u  Describe how Edna Purtell demonstrated bravery throughout the events described in the passage. Use 
information from the passage to support your answer.    

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough description of how Edna Purtell demonstrated bravery. 
Response includes relevant information from the passage.

3
Response provides a description of how Edna Purtell demonstrated bravery. Response 
includes some information from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial description of how Edna Purtell demonstrated bravery. Response 
includes limited information from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Information that may be included 

her willingness to take part in the march • 

her defi ance of the police • 

her willingness to be jailed • 

her response to her boss• 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

      118815.001 Common, CMN 

u    

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough description of how Edna Purtell demonstrated bravery. Response includes 
relevant information from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

      118815.001 Common, CMN 

u    

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides a description of how Edna Purtell demonstrated bravery. Response includes some 
information from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

      118815.001 Common, CMN 

u    

      118815.001 Common, CMN 

u    

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

Response provides a partial description of how Edna Purtell demonstrated bravery. Response includes limited 
information from the passage.

Response provides a partial description of how Edna Purtell demonstrated bravery. Response includes limited 
information from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

      118815.001 Common, CMN 

u    

      118815.001 Common, CMN 

u    

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

Response is vague or minimal.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

The Contest
Literary Text

10.3.1 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by identifying synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/ homophones, shades 
of meaning, idioms, or word origins, including words from dialects, or other languages that have been 
adopted into our language/standard English

      129589.000 C Common, CMN 

   i A synonym for the word    inkling  is 

   drawing. A. 

   criticism. B. 

   hint. C. 

   step. D. 

 

      129590.000 B Common, CMN 

   o Why does Nancy Lee feel her picture is the 
best she has ever painted?   

   It shows her great technical ability. A. 

   It expresses something important to her. B. 

   It combines modernistic and traditional C. 
themes. 

   It has already received praise from many D. 
people. 

 

10.4.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by paraphrasing or summarizing 
key ideas/plot, with major events sequenced, as appropriate to text
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

The Contest
Literary Text

10.5.3 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by making 
inferences about cause/effect, internal or external confl icts (e.g., person versus self, person versus 
person, person versus nature/society/fate), or the relationship among elements within text (e.g., 
describing the interaction among plot/subplots)

      129591.000 D Common, CMN 

   a Based on paragraph 4, the most personal 
element in Nancy Lee’s painting is the   

   blue sky. A. 

   tall fl agpole. B. 

   group of children. C. 

   old black woman. D. 

 

10.4.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by paraphrasing or summarizing 
key ideas/plot, with major events sequenced, as appropriate to text

      129595.000 A Common, CMN 

   s Why does Miss O’Shay tell Nancy Lee about 
the scholarship before the assembly?   

   She wants to give Nancy Lee time to A. 
prepare herself. 

   She needs to make sure that Nancy Lee B. 
attends the assembly. 

   She hopes Nancy Lee’s parents will be C. 
able to attend the assembly. 

   She knows that Nancy Lee has been D. 
worried about the scholarship. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

The Contest
Literary Text

10.5.2 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by examining 
characterization (e.g., stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivation, or interactions (including 
relationships), citing thoughts, words, or actions that reveal character traits, motivations, or changes 
over time

      129605.000 Common, CMN 

   d Analyze what the interactions between Nancy Lee and the two women (Miss Dietrich and Miss 
O’Shay) reveal about her relationship with each woman. Use details from the passage to support 
your answer.   

 

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough analysis of what the interactions between Nancy Lee and 
the two women reveal about her relationship with each woman. Response includes relevant 
details from the passage.

3
Response provides an analysis of what the interactions between Nancy Lee and the two 
women reveal about her relationship with each woman. Response includes some details from 
the passage.

2
Response provides a partial analysis of what the interactions between Nancy Lee and at 
least one of the two women reveal about her relationship with each woman. Response 
includes limited details from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Interactions may include Miss Dietrich’s support and encouragement of Nancy Lee, Miss O’Shay’s 
support and pride in Nancy Lee, or Miss O’Shay’s expectations of Nancy Lee. Details that reveal 
these relationships among the characters may include 

the description of the art class and • 

the scene in the principal’s offi ce.• 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

      129605.000 Common, CMN 

   d   

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough analysis of what the interactions between Nancy Lee and the two women 
reveal about her relationship with each woman. Response includes relevant details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

      129605.000 Common, CMN 

   d   

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides an analysis of what the interactions between Nancy Lee and the two women reveal 
about her relationship with each woman. Response includes some details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

      129605.000 Common, CMN 

   d   

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

Response provides a partial analysis of what the interactions between Nancy Lee and at least one of the 
two women reveal about her relationship with each woman. Response includes limited details from the 
passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

      129605.000 Common, CMN 

   d   

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

Response provides a partial analysis of what the interactions between Nancy Lee and at least one of the 
two women reveal about her relationship with each woman. Response includes limited details from the 
passage.



16NECAP_2009_Grade11_Reading_Released_SupportMaterials

NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

      129605.000 Common, CMN 

   d   

      129605.000 Common, CMN 

   d   

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

Response is vague or minimal.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

The Contest
Literary Text

10.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context, 
including connotation or denotation, shades of meanings of words/nuances, or idioms; or use of 
content-specifi c vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, precise language, or technical vocabulary

      129596.000 D Common, CMN 

f  In paragraph 18, the word    conferred  means 

   discussed. A. 

   planned. B. 

   prepared. C. 

   awarded. D. 

 

      129598.000 A Common, CMN 

g  Based on the passage, what is true about 
Nancy Lee’s parents?   

   They value art and education. A. 

   They are teaching her to paint. B. 

   They hope she will stay close to home. C. 

   They are unaware of her artistic talents. D. 

 

10.5.2 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by examining 
characterization (e.g., stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivation, or interactions (including 
relationships), citing thoughts, words, or actions that reveal character traits, motivations, or changes 
over time
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

The Contest
Literary Text

10.4.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by identifying, describing, or 
making logical predictions about character (such as protagonist or antagonist), setting, problem/
solution, or plots/subplots, as appropriate to text; or identifying any signifi cant changes in character, 
relationships, or setting over time; or identifying rising action, climax, or falling action

      129600.000 B Common, CMN 

h  The climax of this passage occurs when   

   Nancy Lee knocks on Miss O’Shay’s A. 
offi ce door. 

   Miss Dietrich tells Nancy Lee about the B. 
scholarship. 

   Miss O’Shay tells Nancy Lee how much C. 
she will be missed. 

   Miss Dietrich asks for information about D. 
Nancy Lee’s family. 

 

10.5.1 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by explaining 
and supporting logical predictions or logical outcomes (e.g., drawing conclusions based on 
interactions between characters or evolving plot)  

      129602.000 A Common, CMN 

j  What will Nancy Lee    most likely  do next? 

   prepare her speech for the assembly A. 

   visit her mother at work B. 

   share her news with her friends C. 

   buy a frame for her painting D. 
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

The Contest
Literary Text

10.5.2 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by examining 
characterization (e.g., stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivation, or interactions (including 
relationships), citing thoughts, words, or actions that reveal character traits, motivations, or changes 
over time

      129604.000 Common, CMN 

   k Explain Nancy Lee’s motivation(s) in the passage. Use details from the passage to support your answer.    

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of Nancy Lee’s motivation(s) in the passage. 
Response includes relevant details from the passage.

3
Response provides an explanation of Nancy Lee’s motivation(s) in the passage. Response 
includes some details from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of Nancy Lee’s motivation(s) in the passage. 
Response uses limited details from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Acceptable interpretations of Nancy Lee’s motivations must be supported by the text.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

      129604.000 Common, CMN 

   k   

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough explanation of Nancy Lee’s motivation(s) in the passage. Response includes 
relevant details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

      129604.000 Common, CMN 

   k   

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides an explanation of Nancy Lee’s motivation(s) in the passage. Response includes some 
details from the passage.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

      129604.000 Common, CMN 

   k   

      129604.000 Common, CMN 

   k   

SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

Response provides a partial explanation of Nancy Lee’s motivation(s) in the passage. Response uses 
limited details from the passage.

Response is vague or minimal.
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NECAP 2009 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

      129604.000 Common, CMN 

   k   

SCORE POINT 0

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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