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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

10.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning
(e.g., knowledge of word structure) including prefixes/suffixes, common roots, or word origins; or
context clues; or resources including dictionaries, glossaries, or thesauruses to determine definition,

pronunciation, etymology, or usage of words; or prior knowledge)

€@ The root bio in the words biography and
antibiotic means

A. self.

B. value.

C. study.

D. life.
10.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word

meanings and relationships by selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context,
including connotation or denotation, shades of meanings of words/nuances, or idioms; or use of
content-specific vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, precise language, or technical vocabulary

@ Which word most clearly shows that Lee
disliked spiders?

Because Lee hated and feared bugs so
much, he thought that spiders were .

A. distasteful

B. objectionable
C. repulsive

D. terrible
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Storytelling
Literary Text

10.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning
(e.g., knowledge of word structure) including prefixes/suffixes, common roots, or word origins; or
context clues; or resources including dictionaries, glossaries, or thesauruses to determine definition,

pronunciation, etymology, or usage of words; or prior knowledge)

€ In the first paragraph, the word vying means
A. hiding.
B. competing.
C. whispering.
D. traveling.

10.5.3 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by making
inferences about cause/effect, internal or external conflicts (e.g., person versus self, person versus
person, person versus nature/society/fate), or the relationship among elements within text (e.g.,
describing the interaction among plot/subplots)

@ Based on the first paragraph, what did the
author believe about hardback books when
she was a child?

A. They were a privilege reserved only for
adults.

B. They were boring because they had no
pictures.

C. They deserved more respect than other
reading materials.

D. They provided a good source of
inspiration for family stories.
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GRADE 11 READING

Storytelling
Literary Text

10.5.3 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by making
inferences about cause/effect, internal or external conflicts (e.g., person versus self, person versus
person, person versus nature/society/fate), or the relationship among elements within text (e.g.,
describing the interaction among plot/subplots)

@ What did the author learn from the rejections
she received for her short story?

A. The story dealt with a subject she knew
little about.

B. Stories about little girls are not popular
among adults.

C. The story was not complete as she had
first written it.

D. Short stories are more difficult to write
than novels.

10.5.1 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by explaining
and supporting logical predictions or logical outcomes (e.g., drawing conclusions based on
interactions between characters or evolving plot)

@ What did the author most likely do to turn
the short story into a novel?
A. changed the setting
B. developed the character
C. added descriptive language
D. created a more focused plot
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GRADE 11 READING

Storytelling
Literary Text

10.4.2

Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by paraphrasing or summarizing
key ideas/plot, with major events sequenced, as appropriate to text

o Describe how the author’s childhood influenced her decision to be a writer. Use details from the
passage to support your answer.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description
4 Response provides a thorough description of how the author’s childhood influenced her
decision to be a writer. Response includes relevant details from the passage.
3 Response provides a description of how the author’s childhood influenced her decision to be
a writer. Response includes some relevant details from the passage.
2 Response provides a partial description of how the author's childhood influenced her decision
to be a writer. Response includes limited details from the passage.
1 Response is vague or minimal.
0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank | No response

Training Notes:
The response will likely contain some of these points:

e The author's family valued storytelling.

* In a large family, storyteling was a way to get attention.

* Reading was respected in the author’s home.

e Her family valued education.
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Score PoInT 4
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Response provides a thorough description of how the author’s childhood influenced her decision to be a
writer. Response includes relevant details from the passage.
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Score PoinT 3
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Response provides a description of how the author’s childhood influenced her decision to be a writer.
Response includes some relevant details from the passage.
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Score PoINT 2
(ExampLE A)
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Response provides a partial description of how the author's childhood influenced her decision to be a writer.
Response includes limited details from the passage.
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Response is vague or minimal.
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Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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Two Bright Guys

Informational Text

10.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word

meanings and relationships by selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context,
including connotation or denotation, shades of meanings of words/nuances, or idioms; or use of
content-specific vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, precise language, or technical vocabulary

@ In paragraph 3, entrepreneurs are people who

A. act independently.

B. establish an organization.

C. support politicians.

D. seek government funds.

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by

using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or to interpret maps, charts,

timelines, tables, or diagrams

@ According to the article, what is the primary
purpose of the City Year program?

A.

B.

to teach young people to form
partnerships

to enable young people to perform
community service

to provide an alternative to jailing young
offenders

to influence public policies affecting
young citizens

10
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Two Bright Guys

Informational Text

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by
using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or to interpret maps, charts,

timelines, tables, or diagrams

@ What is the main idea of paragraph 5?
A. The two men influenced the people
around them.

B. The two men’s lives are consistent with
their beliefs.

C. The two men have chosen a demanding
career.

D. The two men received support from their
families.

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by
using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or to interpret maps, charts,

timelines, tables, or diagrams

@ What was similar about the two men’s
experiences before Harvard Law?

A. They both spent time studying leadership
skills.

B. They both created service organizations.

C. They both ran for a national political
office.

D. They both took time off to pursue their
ideals.

11
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Two Bright Guys

Informational Text

10.8.3 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by drawing inferences
about text, including author’s purpose (e.g., to inform, explain, entertain, persuade) or message; or
explaining how purpose may affect the interpretation of the text; or using supporting evidence to form
or evaluate opinions/judgments and assertions about central ideas that are relevant

@ Explain how Brown’s and Khazei’s personal qualities have contributed to their success. Use information
from the article to support your answer.

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

Response provides a thorough explanation of how Brown’s and Khazei’'s personal qualities
4 . . . : . .
have contributed to their success. Response includes relevant information from the article.

3 Response provides an explanation of how Brown’s and Khazei’s personal qualities have
contributed to their success. Response includes some relevant information from the article.

Response provides a partial explanation of how Brown’s and/or Khazei's personal qualities
have contributed to their success. Response includes limited information from the article.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
Blank | No response

Training Notes:

Qualities that may be cited include
e their idealism
* willingness to “walk the walk”

dedication

ability to work together

leadership

A thorough response will likely link the qualities to their successful organization: its goals (to provide
national service, to develop leadership) and effectiveness. Specific examples may include the Katrina
incident.

12
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Score PoinT 4
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Response provides a thorough explanation of how Brown’s and Khazei’s personal qualities have
contributed to their success. Response includes relevant information from the article.
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Score PoinT 3
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Response provides an explanation of how Brown’s and Khazei's personal qualities have contributed to
their success. Response includes some relevant information from the article.
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Score PoINT 2
(ExampLE A)
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Response provides a partial explanation of how Brown’s and/or Khazei’s personal qualities have contributed
to their success. Response includes limited information from the article.
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Score Point 2
(ExampLE B)
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Response provides a partial explanation of how Brown’s and/or Khazei’'s personal qualities have contributed
to their success. Response includes limited information from the article.
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Score Point 1
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Response is vague or minimal.
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Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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GRADE 11 READING

Two Bright Guys

Informational Text

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by

using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts,

timelines, tables, or diagrams

@ Why did Khazei disagree with Brown about
sending all their volunteers to deal with the
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina?

A. Khazei thought that aiding hurricane
victims was outside the scope of City
Year’s mission.

B. Khazei did not believe that the volunteer
corps could organize a rapid enough
response.

C. Khazei was unwilling to suspend the
other projects that City Year was running.

D. Khazei wanted the volunteers to have an
opportunity to participate in the decision.

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by

using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts,

timelines, tables, or diagrams

@ According to the article, why did Khazei
leave the City Year organization?

A.
B.

He wanted to pursue other interests.

He disagreed strongly with Brown about
the approach to Hurricane Katrina.

He felt the organization was depending
on him too much.

He thought he could support the
organization’s goals from outside.

18
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Two Bright Guys

Informational Text

10.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning

(e.g., knowledge of word structure) including prefixes/suffixes, common roots, or word origins; or
context clues; or resources including dictionaries, glossaries, or thesauruses to determine definition,

pronunciation, etymology, or usage of words; or prior knowledge)

@ In paragraph 14, the word ethos means

A. leadership.

B. strictness.

C. philosophy.

D. relationship.

10.8.3 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by drawing inferences

about text, including author’s purpose (e.g., to inform, explain, entertain, persuade) or message; or
explaining how purpose may affect the interpretation of the text; or using supporting evidence to form
or evaluate opinions/judgments and assertions about central ideas that are relevant

@ What is the main purpose of the article?

A.

B.

to persuade the reader to support City
Year

to provide information about the founders
of City Year

to explain the qualities that are necessary
for leadership

to convince the reader of the importance
of national service

19
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Two Bright Guys

Informational Text

10.8.4 Analyze and interpret informational text, citing evidence as appropriate by distinguishing fact
from opinion, and evaluating possible bias/propaganda or conflicting information within or across
texts

@ Describe the author’s attitude toward Brown and Khazei and analyze how she communicates this
attitude to the reader. Use examples from the article to support your answer.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

Response provides a thorough description of the author’s attitude toward Brown and Khazei
4 and a thorough analysis of how she communicates this attitude to the reader. Response
includes relevant examples from the article.

Response provides a description of the author’s attitude toward Brown and Khazei and an
3 analysis of how she communicates this attitude to the reader. Response includes some
relevant examples from the article.

Response provides a partial description of the author’s attitude toward Brown and Khazei
2 and/or a partial analysis of how she communicates this attitude to the reader. Response
includes limited examples from the article.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank | No response

Training Notes:

A thorough explanation will describe the positive picture the author presents and analyze some of
the strategies used to support this picture (using the men themselves as sources, describing their
backgrounds and accomplishments in admiring terms, citing other people who admire them).

20
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Score PoInT 4
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Response provides a thorough description of the author’s attitude toward Brown and Khazei and a thorough
analysis of how she communicates this attitude to the reader. Response includes relevant examples from

the article.
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Score PoinT 3
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Response provides a description of the author’s attitude toward Brown and Khazei and an analysis of how
she communicates this attitude to the reader. Response includes some relevant examples from the article.
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Score PoOINT 2
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Response provides a partial description of the author’s attitude toward Brown and Khazei and/or a

partial analysis of how she communicates this attitude to the reader. Response includes limited examples

from the article.
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Response is vague or minimal.
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Score Point 0
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Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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Grade 11 Reading Released Item Information - 2010

Released Item Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Content Strand” Wwv | WV | WV LA LA LA LI A ] ] ] 1A
GSE Code 10-2 | 10-3 | 10-2 | 10-5 | 10-5 | 105 | 10-4 | 10-3 | 10-7 | 10-7 | 10-7 | 10-8
Depth of Knowledge Code 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 2
ltem Type? MC MC MC MC MC MC CR MC MC MC MC CR
Answer Key D C B C C B B B B D
Total Possible Points 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 1 1 1 1 4

Released Item Number 13 14 15 16 17

Content Strand’ I I WV | 1A IA

GSE Code 10-7 | 10-7 | 10-2 | 10-8 | 10-8

Depth of Knowledge Code 1 1 2 2 3

Item Type’ MC | MC | MC | MC | CR

Answer Key C A C B

Total Possible Points 1 1 1 1 4

Content Strand: WV = Word ID/Vocabulary, LI = Literary/Initial Understanding, LA = Literary/Analysis & Interpretation,

Il = Informational/Initial Understanding, 1A = Informational/Analysis & Interpretation

’ltem Type: MC = Multiple Choice, CR = Constructed Response




