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Reflective Essay

Read this quotation. Think about what it means and how it applies to your life.

The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity.

—Dorothy Parker

@ What does this quotation mean to you? Write a reflective essay using personal experience or
observations to show how the quotation applies to your life.

10.14 Expressive Writing: Reflective Essay

10.14.1 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions by
engaging the reader by establishing context (purpose)

10.14.2 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions
by analyzing a condition or situation of significance (e.g., reflecting on a personal learning or
personal growth), or developing a commonplace, concrete occasion as the basis for the reflection

10.14.3 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions by
using an organizational structure that allows for a progression of ideas to develop

10.14.4 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions by
using a range of elaboration techniques (i.e., questioning, comparing, connecting, interpreting,
analyzing, or describing) to establish a focus

10.14.5 In reflective writing, students explore and share thoughts, observations, and impressions by
providing closure—leaving the reader with something to think about
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10.1 Structures of Language
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

10.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

10.1.3 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
recognizing organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts
EXAMPLES (of text structures): description, sequence, chronology, proposition/support, compare/
contrast, problem/solution, cause/effect, investigation, deductive/inductive

10.1.4 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by
applying a format and text structure appropriate to purpose, audience, and context

10.9 Writing Conventions
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

10.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors
EXAMPLES: subject-verb agreement, pronoun-antecedent, consistency of verb tense, case of
pronouns

10.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning
EXAMPLES: hyphens, dashes, parentheses

10.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions
by applying conventional and word-derivative spelling patterns/rules
EXAMPLES: identifying relationships among roots and common pre/suffixes, including foreign
derivation




Scoring Guide:
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Score

Description

purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly
stated purpose focuses the writing

intentionally organized for effect

fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout
well-organized and coherent throughout

details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated
strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and
mechanics

purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
generally organized and coherent

details are relevant and mostly support purpose

well-constructed sentences; uses language well

may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

writing has a general purpose

some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

some relevant details support purpose

uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
generalizes or lists details

lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

incoherent or underdeveloped organization

random information

rudimentary or deficient use of language

serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

response is totally incorrect or irrelevant
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example A)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example A)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example A)
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* purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose focuses the writing
e intentionally organized for effect

e fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose

e distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

¢ consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example B)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example B)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 6 (Example B)
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e purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose focuses the writing
e intentionally organized for effect

e fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose

* distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning

 consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example A)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example A)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example A)
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purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

well-organized and coherent throughout

details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated
strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example B)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example B)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 5 (Example B)

o lokhe wa A oo 2000n. e houndicage, Aed
s %_,ut A .Qro-noi,v M 579N GETV SV & 1Y
Oy iy A cowdd pune ade (L pnded W vy
}v\d{w fo  Arass n.jc-uw JJW Mot
VIVt V‘\-«% WW-"MQ dad  caant o love ctarn,
o3 B b W e o Deoulily, audlcont.

M\ VSN o Gaak %0\_ carintids, « O~

PP T S T

(%\MW\ (&uj s Sead, J wowdd .s\u* go
wedoa,  Xo b waeu~  oflioud dxﬁ-a-w,d, M

E
£
;
$
¢
h
3
£

Vo et Do) kot ke bt
oL dereonn Al na et Ao do sorthhang ol Arod
23, 0Nk comaut A Lo P TP 7. z.]m..»m,-r
une X, & _dj -
me%mw,b

M.Wmmwwwag gy
Sreradom., OMW%L’ wd a} MumJ?. P.up'(t
Nwhmb. Ore can ppwe. Ahue  lvudo |, ad

.‘lh.t)wmd*m BTV wum..lb-

* purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout

» well-organized and coherent throughout

e details are relevant and support purpose; details are sufficiently elaborated

» strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning

* consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example A)
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Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example A)
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once |\ ecorne tunoud Gbout  Somiini Ay Ase - Bin
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A onoronaling oSt sneed ouer . \ Stepfe and
SrRaMzed e Eow LAl alpeut QNeHS ana. hauntied
NOLSRS - Wiiheot auen realizingy | wootdnkdl voe. uinele
nour of Ahe Show ond thats onen | odnews |\
waned 1o Know Mok about QNosts and SPUUS
BoredOM D 05 00 cured by a Lt Curouty.

~ Guosty SOMETNING. Anal con oM
o. pasen. ONCE SOMEONL 'VeEEVEE 1 arested \n
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o oore for  conedily Conesity ceones \n all
N2 - Q\mgbcnh WReMES  Caneus  about Semething,
uwnetner & te  fomedning S amalh od what
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oS ¥ hur SI0C mothor wull be ccau Many
Aol do net realize. thod  thoy OX2  CUriCws

oot mn%_mu%a ooy -
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example A)

There  ore mouy dvferent  wouys Eeople
could  toxke s quote,” Tne axe (or oresom

D autesiy. There o 0o awre for curiodity ™

L FONE TRk Unie quote. & truR. Becoming
CUNEUS WD SOMXNING Wil tare Yoo mind
otk voredom,and LIS Anost tmpossitie for
OROO. T MOF IR CLNALD ANNOIR -

* purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

* generally organized and coherent

¢ details are relevant and mostly support purpose

* well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example B)
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example B)

M-T thOL.\J ‘]ALU.-% LLI;{\;'I LUCy 5T (i €, S
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w0t ooy, especial i‘j% Wi uc
une "i\}.&;{l Q‘Q( L
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_Xay e (anent in ond
@mmg FereN fo 1his gudie .
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olancl Lo\ g viosiiy et onl

LﬁLpla%and Cﬂg o '{4:7 %/wc e rTaMS,

%M word
rWorld \eadioxs (M?nd/or (ot

\m.@ﬁ Qg reed o Gnd soul balenaYin
s quote so ot fo (@ad fo  conflick ..
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 4 (Example B)

Sopposed ¥o Woov up Ao Guv  ladurs,
ond to ¢ e «)n% My e ople
UODHLI’) VLCJUU a(;uQLLfd

waill

Tt WL pYo nd(_o_%]_
Ck.l\.t uﬁc&ﬁ\_m&qa Ji(CS

o mc;és\ex_ Yae

s0xyal peeferen®@ Lor (uitual di Cﬂ’_l‘CL,
oleice s et mj Wee all

ovound 90 e WOg ndcy on¢ %
and e Pancipes 0 Q-

s.m%
cudously alended indiwi sharel
o0 € ey enfuteg) .

* purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained

e generally organized and coherent

e details are relevant and mostly support purpose

¢ well-constructed sentences; uses language well

* may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3 (Example A)

s uorf s 0aA N suin
AHH2 wofAdS LT WL SO MU
eAuNNg. Tis quote  GUSO MRANS
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N £ACt, 1o 40xe my M O&E poang
wored . L owill e of InierSHng
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3 (Example A)

\ML@M

ECWR TIPS AY 100 . bona? | oS
CpTZAOLJS iesmwmﬁ RPN

of SQ-HELCQ. was hyo.

EQE OrL QLT WY DiIrds
no ¥ SV

D\UQ 616 uu\’\j wl N (lm?urm\?...
' - LOUS! +J AQHNLS

e writing has a general purpose
* some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
e some relevant details support purpose

* uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
* may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3 (Example B)

T _howve oluweysS een @ ol that
oviosihy Lolen we Gask, tws OUing has
O woes WEiALed ad 2 lowye wivhootr
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‘hayr T oo T idnd bow. The way \Oe
AL Ok QLOf\CUSL\\% s O\Vay, J?Y\\ \OQDPM({
5 aon fosi
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k1T Yag Threads ok hokgt “«he Capric
ot \z \Caetior. \aren Souwe ore (\Gesn 't
UpOA St and ,  na 'S (oniasity , \e Gsk
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 3 (Example B)

Shated secned \N\ee oMoy KNowledqe,
Qo o {pSiinGe o Bnouymal- Potone
s pol inko jorals; it can torer De
o, hwgeol
- Coplovs s whor We AQ. wWhGE Loe
R, Cunct Mowd  wae Sheod e okl
Curighs S Nosuee. We 6op nok D _(__{-
ong WL Gon 2 new evenming, | o
oW @uerytavG wad\d keow Vg 1o s
LN Gonosiry (@ Ll W the n@Anwindy- ol
e, )
 TThopy Yheres ‘tovedom. One whe
S Yovey  \pvod = ol ustuys Cuacls. Tg
> boved waaOd nean —kQ ouwe o
AeStions aboot angthing. SO Sinee
Q0w _is Ang Gl O @uest niy
A CLnGs iy D %u&?\ LONIY, s
obvios Ahar shaf ore (5 Yhe Core
fax MM ovaee. Bilse giNle dpnasity
AS gendd caly enaineenad 1N unahs
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* writing has a general purpose

* some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence

e some relevant details support purpose

* uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
* may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2 (Example A)

The ctm\m\\m_*h cure Sor Doredom 12 mx\osda.ﬂerc

s 0o core for Quoraaity by T Re¥er, Yo e Mens
Yok § tou ace, bored n“guu Con Dcome not  bord
ﬂ \tﬁ\l‘é;jw Curims,IC Afe. CUrious -Pnen Lov Can

Curous and Koo bave Yo A (\OJ“anj o
ot be. curious. ﬁ’:e:mme of s corld e
T am Dored then T can §m ot Something T uoont
o Krao ar T Can qo ot Somewdere and AlsCover
Some Thirg Dev and L-o,rh b&ﬂ‘i‘I‘ahdou* T Canuse
iz Sormeuay {5 netl be bored.

T Tin Qhecdy Curious obodr Somethirg then T
CoN Contirve. Ao AT ‘Yh'snds ohast 14 Ng%a'\‘ m@
lead o Lir "}] eke T may become curidus
aout Th'.s cotld cantinue. oy forever Gﬁél-. Can Nevwer
a&\:’d@éﬂ

e attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

e little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence

* generalizes or lists details

¢ lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

e errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 2 (Example B)

T\\L Cuee  Foc bOQ.CLm o Cuwg I‘OSl'k}-_n\tft.
®© No Ly For Qurio%il-‘s‘

When T S'ru'i%_ Do{na, nu”m‘r& VS When
5%:: tottd e 1,30 boceed T woncler
Whot Yo o and e T e fo. Find
So me 'fL'\;V\é'{'D Do Like Thaao Aoer Acde
abull inklE T Was, boced one day, ondd
wecided Vo Ride Yo bull even Haousla
T trw T Shoudnd 1+ DiDN'4 Matter
Becanst T Wos Poad  and HAMLS all
T(/\U'L Led 8 e Do,

Ly C«LL\GLU-L ‘r\v(‘szﬁ- (_‘,\_V\of ‘HM..(C Fan to
Bide but 2 clumgys et Rored so

T agt on them Back werels S tong
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* attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic

* little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence

e generalizes or lists details

* lacks sentence control; uses language poorly

e errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1 (Example A)

Curi oty S b A Ypu‘
Uvbf\der m(yﬁu\- Some'\'\nl
fgq SHIGA

2,5 \f\mf’ark ﬁmm)/ 91/}/ arc
r\o Or./\yn

e lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear

* incoherent or underdeveloped organization

e random information

e rudimentary or deficient use of language

* serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 1 (Example B)

Wl T think Arot Ahe CUR
R heCedom i CuiaSy TralR
S QiR tor Qud‘\as rNU\B

ot womeh 6;\,\{

%Q* CUOTRY OGS §1§
CUC\TS LG oSt el ey

CUNSS Colse thare 1S o

Loy 0Ot O S QoS (n\esS

o Lo (Ghee Q. o).

* lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
* incoherent or underdeveloped organization

e random information

e rudimentary or deficient use of language
* serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 11 WRITING

Student Writing Sample—Score Point 0
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GSE Codes 10-14, 10-1, 10-9
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