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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

10.3.1 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by identifying synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/homophones, shades 
of meaning, idioms, or word origins, including words from dialects, or other languages that have been 
adopted into our language/standard English

172854 C   Common, CMN

      q  An    antonym  for the word  fl uster  is 

A.    recline. 

B.    prevent. 

C.    soothe. 

D.    deceive. 

   

 

10.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context, 
including connotation or denotation, shades of meanings of words/nuances, or idioms; or use of 
content-specifi c vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, precise language, or technical vocabulary

172896 B   Common, CMN

w     Which word  most  clearly indicates that Stan’s 
expression displays his shock?    

When Stan found out how much his 
groceries cost, his mouth fell open as he 
_______ at the receipt.

A.    stared 

B.    gaped 

C.    sneered 

D.    frowned 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

Yurts
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 11 Reading.)

10.3.1 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by identifying synonyms, antonyms, homonyms/ homophones, shades 
of meaning, idioms, or word origins, including words from dialects, or other languages that have been 
adopted into our language/standard English

172420 A    Common, CMN

e  A synonym for the word    nomad  is  

A.    wanderer. 

B.    citizen. 

C.    carpenter. 

D.    ancestor. 

 

 

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide 
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts, 
timelines, tables, or diagrams 

172424 B   Common, CMN

r  What characteristic of yurts does paragraph 3 
describe?   

A.    their suitability for harsh climates 

B.    an advantage of their design 

C.    their historical signifi cance 

D.    the materials used to build them 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

Yurts
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 11 Reading.)

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide 
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts, 
timelines, tables, or diagrams 

172427 B    Common, CMN

t  The most important principle of a yurt’s 
structure is    

A.    weight. 

B.    tension. 

C.    gravity. 

D.    space. 

172434 C   Common, CMN

y  In paragraph 8, the quotation from Jessica 
Tenhass supports the idea that yurts   

A.    should remain in one place. 

B.    are too fragile to be practical. 

C.    make the moving process easy. 

D.    are warm even in cold climates. 

  

10.7.2 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
using information from the text to answer questions; to state the main/central ideas; to provide 
supporting details; to explain visual components supporting the text; or, to interpret maps, charts, 
timelines, tables, or diagrams 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

10.7.3 Demonstrate initial understanding of informational texts (expository and practical texts) by 
organizing information to show understanding or relationships among facts, ideas, and events (e.g., 
representing main/central ideas or details within text through charting, mapping, paraphrasing, 
summarizing, comparing/contrasting, outlining

172437    Common, CMN

u Explain how traditional and modern yurts are similar    and  different. Use information from the passage 
to support your answer.

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of how traditional and modern yurts are similar 
and different. Response includes relevant information from the passage.

3
Response provides an explanation of how traditional and modern yurts are similar and 
different. Response includes some relevant information from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of how traditional and modern yurts are similar and/
or different. Response includes limited information from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is incorrect, irrelevant, or not based on the passage.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Similarities will most likely focus on the yurt’s basic framework and components and/or its suitability as a 
domicile. For differences, students may discuss the materials used for its parts (e.g., saplings vs. “engineered  
roof trusses”) or any more general issues about it (e.g., contemporary ones may have to fulfi ll building codes).

Yurts
Informational Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 11 Reading.)
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough explanation of how traditional and modern yurts are similar and different. 
Response includes relevant information from the passage.

 u    
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

 u    

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides an explanation of how traditional and modern yurts are similar and different. Response 
includes some relevant information from the passage.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

Response provides a partial explanation of how traditional and modern yurts are similar and/or different. 
Response includes limited information from the passage.

 u    
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

 u    

Response provides a partial explanation of how traditional and modern yurts are similar and/or different. 
Response includes limited information from the passage.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

 u    

SCORE POINT 1

Response is vague or minimal.

 u    

SCORE POINT 0

Response is incorrect, irrelevant, or not based on the passage.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

Amnesty
Literary Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 11 Reading.)

10.4.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by identifying, describing, or 
making logical predictions about character (such as protagonist or antagonist), setting, problem/
solution, or plots/subplots, as appropriate to text; or identifying any signifi cant changes in character, 
relationships, or setting over time; or identifying rising action, climax, or falling action

147423 B    Common, CMN

i Why does traveling during the holidays 
present a problem for the narrator?  

A.    She suspects the mouse will leave. 

B.    She thinks the mouse depends on her 
for food. 

C.    She wonders whether the mouse will raid 
her kitchen. 

D.    She worries that the mouse is 
becoming sick. 

10.3.2 Shows breadth of vocabulary knowledge through demonstrating understanding of word 
meanings and relationships by selecting appropriate words or explaining the use of words in context, 
including connotation or denotation, shades of meanings of words/nuances, or idioms; or use of 
content-specifi c vocabulary, words with multiple meanings, precise language, or technical vocabulary

147433 A   Common, CMN

o  In paragraph 5, the word    charge  means 

A.    responsibility. 

B.    expense. 

C.    control. 

D.    accusation. 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

Amnesty
Literary Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 11 Reading.)

10.4.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by identifying, describing, or 
making logical predictions about character (such as protagonist or antagonist), setting, problem/
solution, or plots/subplots, as appropriate to text; or identifying any signifi cant changes in character, 
relationships, or setting over time; or identifying rising action, climax, or falling action

147435 A   Common, CMN

1) What leads to the narrator’s decision to catch 
the mouse?  

A.    She realizes her time in the house is 
limited. 

B.    She thinks the mouse should be outside 
in the spring. 

C.    She is tired of being distracted from her 
thesis. 

D.    She decides it is unhealthy to have a 
mouse in the house. 

10.2.1 Students identify the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary by using strategies to unlock meaning 
(e.g., knowledge of word structure) including prefi xes/suffi xes, common roots, or word origins; or 
context clues; or resources including dictionaries, glossaries, or thesauruses to determine defi nition, 
pronunciation, etymology, or usage of words;  or prior knowledge)

147439 C   Common, CMN

1!  In paragraph 7, the word    confi gurations  means 

A.    emotions. 

B.    predictions. 

C.    arrangements. 

D.    attractions. 
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

147484   Common, CMN

1@ Explain what the narrator reveals about her personality in the passage. Use details from the passage to 
support your answer.  

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of what the narrator reveals about her personality 
in the passage. Response includes relevant details from the passage.

3
Response provides an explanation of what the narrator reveals about her personality in the 
passage. Response includes some relevant details from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of what the narrator reveals about her personality in 
the passage. Response includes limited details from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
A thorough response will include what the narrator has revealed about herself through her description 
of the relationship with the mouse (her compassion and sense of responsibility for the mouse). The 
explanation may also include details about the writing of the thesis. 

10.5.2   Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by examining 
characterization (e.g., stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivation, or interactions (including 
relationships), citing thoughts, words, or actions that reveal character traits, motivations, or changes 
over time  

Amnesty
Literary Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 11 Reading.)
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

    d   

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough explanation of what the narrator reveals about her personality in the passage. 
Response includes relevant details from the passage.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

    d   

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides an explanation of what the narrator reveals about her personality in the passage. 
Response includes some relevant details from the passage.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

    d   

SCORE POINT 2

Response provides a partial explanation of what the narrator reveals about her personality in the passage. 
Response includes limited details from the passage.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

    d   

    d   

SCORE POINT 1

SCORE POINT 0

Response is vague or minimal.

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

10.5.3 Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by making 
inferences about cause/effect, internal or external confl icts (e.g., person versus self, person versus 
person, person versus nature/society/fate), or the relationship among elements within text (e.g., 
describing the interaction among plot/subplots)

147450 B Common, CMN

1# What is the    most likely  reason the author 
includes details about writing the thesis?

A.    to provide the central problem the 
narrator must solve 

B.    to establish a subplot that frames the 
story of catching the mouse 

C.    to introduce events that provide the 
falling action in the plot 

D.    to serve as a symbol of the narrator’s 
diffi culties with life 

147456 D Common, CMN

1$  How does the narrator react when she fi nishes 
her thesis?   

A.    She is uncertain about what to do next. 

B.    She realizes that she needs quiet time to 
relax. 

C.    She thinks she has wasted much of the 
summer. 

D.    She is eager to move on with her life. 

10.4.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by identifying, describing, or 
making logical predictions about character (such as protagonist or antagonist), setting, problem/
solution, or plots/subplots, as appropriate to text; or identifying any signifi cant changes in character, 
relationships, or setting over time; or identifying rising action, climax, or falling action

Amnesty
Literary Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 11 Reading.)
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

10.5.2   Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by examining 
characterization (e.g., stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivation, or interactions (including 
relationships), citing thoughts, words, or actions that reveal character traits, motivations, or changes 
over time

147463 A Common, CMN

1% What do the narrator’s actions in paragraphs 
10 through 12 demonstrate?  

A.    She is concerned about the fate of the 
mouse. 

B.    She is reluctant to end her writing 
routine. 

C.    She regrets that she has tried to capture 
the mouse. 

D.   She worries about the success of her 
thesis.

10.4.1 Demonstrate initial understanding of elements of literary texts by identifying, describing, or 
making logical predictions about character (such as protagonist or antagonist), setting, problem/
solution, or plots/subplots, as appropriate to text; or identifying any signifi cant changes in character, 
relationships, or setting over time; or identifying rising action, climax, or falling action

147473 C Common, CMN

1^  Which event is the climax of the passage?     

A.    The narrator fi nds the trap empty after 
the fi rst attempt to catch the mouse. 

B.    The narrator discovers that her thesis 
needs to be revised. 

C.    The narrator opens the cabinet and sees 
the mouse in the trap. 

D.    The narrator hears a squeaking in the 
grass in the park. 

Amnesty
Literary Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 11 Reading.)
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

10.5.2   Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by examining 
characterization (e.g., stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivation, or interactions (including 
relationships), citing thoughts, words, or actions that reveal character traits, motivations, or changes 
over time

147488 Common, CMN

1&  Explain how the mouse is both a source of comfort    and  a source of anxiety for the narrator. Use 
details from the passage to support your answer. 

Scoring Guide:
Score Description

4
Response provides a thorough explanation of how the mouse is both a source of comfort 
and a source of anxiety for the narrator. Response includes relevant details from the 
passage.

3
Response provides an explanation of how the mouse is both a source of comfort and a 
source of anxiety for the narrator. Response includes some relevant details from the passage.

2
Response provides a partial explanation of how the mouse is both a source of comfort and/or 
a source of anxiety for the narrator. Response includes limited details from the passage.

1 Response is vague or minimal.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
Response may likely include, but is not limited to, the following points: 

•  Source of Comfort: Narrator feels generous towards the mouse; she considers it a guest, and 
perceives it as a creature to protect and admire.

•  Source of Anxiety: Narrator worries excessively about the mouse’s welfare, which distracts her 
from her work; she also seems to experience some hesitation about fi rst trapping it and then 
releasing it, and some loneliness after she lets it go.

Amnesty
Literary Text

(The passage for these questions is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 11 Reading.)
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

    k   

SCORE POINT 4

Response provides a thorough explanation of how the mouse is both a source of comfort and a source of 
anxiety for the narrator. Response includes relevant details from the passage.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

    k   

SCORE POINT 3

Response provides an explanation of how the mouse is both a source of comfort and a source of anxiety 
for the narrator. Response includes some relevant details from the passage.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING

    k   

    k   

SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

Response provides a partial explanation of how the mouse is both a source of comfort and/or a source of 
anxiety for the narrator. Response includes limited details from the passage.

Response is vague or minimal.
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 11 READING 

    k   

SCORE POINT 0

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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