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PARCC COMPUTER-BASED TESTING HARDSHIP WAIVER APPLICATION
2016-2017 School Year

While all Rhode Island public schools will be expected to administer PARCC computer-based tests to all eligible students for the 2016-2017 school year and beyond, RIDE will allow schools to administer paper-based tests in certain instances.  

There are two circumstances under which paper-based testing will be allowed: 1) To meet an individual student’s documented testing accommodation needs; and 2) To make exceptions for a school with significant technology limitations that prohibit the successful administration of PARCC online assessments to eligible students within the specified testing window. Details below outline if and when a PARCC Computer-Based Testing Hardship Waiver Application must be submitted for review and approval by RIDE:

1) INDIVIDUAL STUDENT PAPER-BASED TESTING NEEDS—HARDSHIP WAIVER IS NOT REQUIRED
There are two instances in which individual students may require paper-based test administration.
· Student with Disabilities: A student has an IEP or 504 Plan that specifies the need for paper-based testing due to visual, physical, or other needs.
· Recent Transfer Student from Out-of-State or from a School that Only Administered PARCC Paper-Based Tests: A student transfers to a Rhode Island public school during the testing window and does not have any experience with taking PARCC computer-based tests.
These students may be administered PARCC paper-based tests without a waiver.  Schools must document the rationale for paper-based test administration for these students and be prepared to provide rationales to RIDE upon request.

2) SCHOOL PAPER-BASED TESTING NEEDS—APPROVED HARDSHIP WAIVER IS REQUIRED
There are three instances in which schools may need to administer paper-based tests to all eligible students within a single grade or across multiple grades:  
· Number of Testing Devices: The ratio of available testing devices to testing-eligible students is such that computer-based testing cannot be completed by all students within the PARCC test window.
· Infrastructure: Local bandwidth is inadequate for 100 percent CBT testing.
· Facility and/or Other Technology-Related Issues:  Schools requesting a waiver with this rationale must provide specific details that outline local circumstances stemming from facility and/or other technology-related issues that prevent the school from administering computer-based tests to all eligible students. 
Any school requesting to administer paper-based tests to one or more grades must apply for and receive a RIDE-approved Computer-Based Testing Hardship Waiver.  NOTE: Waivers are valid for the 2016-2017 school year only.
SUBMISSION OF WAIVER APPLICATION
Waiver applications must be submitted to PARCC@ride.ri.gov no later than October 31, 2016.  Please put 
Computer-Based Testing Hardship Waiver in the subject line of the e-mail and inlcude a signed copy as an attachment.


NOTE: All applications must be complete (including principal and superintendent signatures) and submitted to PARCC@ride.ri.gov by the deadline (10/31/16).   It is very important that all requested information is provided. Incomplete applications will not be considered for approval until missing information is added and the application is re-submitted.
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2016-2017 PARCC COMPUTER-BASED TESTING HARDSHIP WAIVER APPLICATION
Please type responses.  All boxes auto-expand.

	INSTRUCTIONS: Please complete all information below and respond to each of the 6 questions.  

	Date of Application Submission
	

	Name of District 
	

	Name of School
	

	Name of Principal
	

	Principal’s Email Address
	

	Principal’s Phone Number
	

	Name of Superintendent
	

	Superintendent’s Email Address
	

	Superintendent’s Phone Number
	

	1. Check whether your request for Paper-Based Testing is due to [check all that apply]:
☐  Number of Testing Devices
☐   Infrastructure 
☐   Facility and/or other Technology-Related Issues

	2. Summarize your current school technology. 
Note: Include total number of testing devices and current network bandwidth.  You may attach any relevant additional information to this waiver request.


	3. List each PARCC assessment(s) by grade-level and subject/course for which you are requesting to administer paper-based tests. 
Example: Grade 5 ELA/Literacy and Mathematics.  Note: Within a school, all eligible students within a grade level or high school course must test with the same mode (paper or computer).  The only exceptions to this are individual students eligible for paper-based testing accommodations as described on the previous page. 


	4. Attach your proposed testing schedule or provide it here. 
Note: Make sure your schedule includes each tested grade and subject/course; testing mode (e.g. paper or computer) for each grade and subject/course; and also start/stop times scheduled for each unit for each testing day. Refer to PARCC Unit Testing Times for unit testing times by grade/course (2017 times are the same as 2016). The PARCC testing window is posted here: www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Schedules


	5. Provide detailed information to justify your waiver request. 
For example, if your primary reason for requesting a waiver revolves around not having enough devices to test all of your eligible students online, then substantiate your request by providing concrete reasons why you are unable to do so within the testing window and then provide details on what you would need in order to test these students online.

	6. Outline your action plan to achieve 100 percent computer-based testing readiness by spring 2018. 
Note: Include specific timelines, milestones, and resources, etc. and any other relevant information.



Principal’s signature: 	    Date: _________________
Superintendent’s signature: 	    Date: _________________
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