Questions regarding participation in PARCC

Why did your state join PARCC?

The PARCC Theory of Action is consistent with Rhode Island’s strategic plan. The states
participating in PARCC share the common goal of “building their collective capacity to
dramatically increase the rates at which students graduate from high school prepared for
success in college and the workplace.” Participating in PARCC will help Rhode Island implement
goals of the strategic plan in revising the state assessment system to align with the Common
Core State Standards and to be nationally and internationally benchmarked. The PARCC
consortium is particularly attentive to the importance of higher education involvement in the
establishment of test designs and understanding achievement level implications for college
placement. In addition, PARCC recognizes the important relationship between instruction and
assessment. The Partnership plans to provide teachers with optional resources to support
curriculum development, lesson planning, and formative assessment.

What do you hope to gain from participation?
Rhode Island has been fortunate to participate in the NECAP for almost 10 years. Through the
PARCC, we feel that we will be able expand and improve upon the strong assessment practices
that have been established in Rhode Island. Through this Partnership we will develop a high
quality and rigorous assessment that incorporates technology and innovative items. We will be
able to provide educators, students, and families with timely and actionable information
regarding student performance and whether a student is on track to reach college and career
readiness. Further, Rhode Island districts and schools will be able to benchmark their progress
against that of other states and similar districts across the country.
O What role is your state playing in the Partnership? (governing or participating
state)
Rhode Island is a governing state in PARCC. Having had the experience of developing
an assessment system with a consortium, we felt it was important to have a lead role
in the development of the assessments.
0 Why did your state join PARCC and not SMARTER BALANCED?
PARCC was a better fit for Rhode Island’s approach to instruction and assessment. In
addition, based on Achieve’s experience with standards, assessments, we are
confident in their ability to coordinate the work of the Partnership.

e Your state has spent years investing in an extensive testing system, why move to
something new and unproven?
Rhode Island sees participation in the PARCC as an opportunity to expand and improve upon
the assessment system that was build through participation in the NECAP Consortium. Just
as when the NECAP was established, PARCC will base this new assessment on research and
best practices in assessment. We see this as a natural “next step” in our state’s evolution of
developing and using assessment data.
0 What are the benefits to building it with other states?
Building a new assessment with 25 other states will benefit Rhode Island because as
a large number of states we will be able leverage our resources and funding to



benefit all of the states. We will be able to provide computer based assessments,
through-course assessments, and additional challenging performance tasks and
innovative computer-enhanced items. In addition, we will be able to benefit from the
experience and knowledge of our partner states.

How easy/difficult will it be to transition from your current system to a new system?
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When will it be in place?

The assessment built by PARCC based on the Common Core State Standards will be
operational for the 2014-2015 school year.

How soon before students and teachers are held accountable for success on the
new tests?

Students and teachers will be held accountable for success on the new tests based on
the 2014-2015 administration.

How much is this costing your state?
Rl is part of the PARCC Consortium applying for the Race to the Top Assessment funds.
Should we be awarded the grant, all of the development costs will be covered by the grant.
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If the test development costs are covered by the grant, how will you pay for the
ongoing costs of sustaining the assessments over time?

As with the NECAP assessments, Rhode Island will utilize a combination of state and
federal funds, including Title 1 and Title 6, to implement the PARCC assessments.
Current budget estimates for the operational PARCC assessments are comparable to
the current NECAP assessments. If the current level of state and federal funding is
maintained, Rhode Island will be able to implement the PARCC assessments in 2014-
2015.

How will the ongoing costs compare to what you pay for testing now?

Current budget estimates for the operational PARCC assessments are comparable to
the current NECAP assessments.

Will there be cost savings by working in a Partnership?

We are unsure, Rhode Island already benefits from cost savings as a partner in the
NECAP Consortium. There is a diminishing return on cost benefits; this is particularly
relevant because there are 26 states in the Partnership. However, there are
programmatic benefits. As a Partnership we will share the annual costs including,
item development, training administration, scoring, and reporting. Being part of this
Partnership will enable us to implement a high quality assessment, as we currently
have with the NECAP, with additional resources to allow for computer based
assessments, through-course assessments, and additional challenging performance
tasks and innovative computer-enhanced items.

Given the new assessment system is primarily computer-based, what is the state’s plan
for addressing the current technology gap?

Each district in Rl is completing the Rhode Island Technology Capacity Survey. This survey
will provide baseline information as we work with districts to build technology capacity.
Through the E2T2 grants many districts have been able to purchase computers and build



capacity. RIDE will work with districts to identify gaps in their technology capacity and
identify resources to help address high priority needs in schools and districts. In addition,
the Partnership will develop online system specifications and minimum school and district
technology requirements by the 2011-2012 school year.

How involved will higher education be in developing and using these assessments?
Higher education will be involved in the development and standard setting of the PARCC
assessments. Participating institutions of higher education will use the results from the
assessments in high school as an indicator of students’ readiness for entry level, credit-
bearing coursework.
0 Which higher education institutions in your state will participate?
All of the public institutions of higher education in Rhode Island (URI, RIC, and CCRI),
as well as the Rhode Island Board of Governors for Higher Education have committed
to collaborating with PARCC.
0 Who are the best people to talk to about this in your state?
Acting Commissioner Ray Di Pasquale and the staff of the Rhode Island Board of
Governors for Higher Education

How will you engage classroom teachers and school leaders in the process?

Rhode Island, in partnership with PARCC will provide opportunities for educators to learn
about and understand the new common assessment system. Tools and training
opportunities will be available for educators to become familiar with the kinds of student
achievement results that different components of the Partnership’s assessment system will
provide; to become adept at accurately interpreting those results; and to consider different
ways they might choose to adjust instruction based on what they learn from the through-
course and end-of-year assessments.

Although educators will not have as many opportunities to be involved in the assessments as
they have in the past with the NECAP, RIDE will provide opportunities, throughout the
development, for educators to be informed of the design and implementation of the new
assessments.

There is criticism of using current tests to evaluate teacher and administrator
performance (in an environment where tying results to evaluations is a growing trend),
will these tests be better for that purpose? How do you know?

The results of the PARCC assessments will be better able provide growth data to contribute
to the process of evaluating of teachers and administrators because the assessments are
being designed to serve the multiple purposes of accountability and providing actionable
data for educator evaluation, and improving student achievement. Further, this test will be
designed to meet all of the technical requirements for the multiple uses.



