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Agenda

Welcome & Introductions

The RI Alternate Assessment (RIAA) Model for 
Mathematics, Reading, and Writing

Lunch

The RIAA Model (continued)
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What You Will Learn Today

What is the RI Alternate Assessment (RIAA)?

What is an RIAA datafolio?

What are the components of the datafolio?

What are the key concepts addressed in the datafolio? 

How can I use the computerized program ProFile to 
support the documentation of RIAA?
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RI Alternate Assessment Datafolio

Assesses students with significant cognitive 
disabilities

Alternate Assessment Grade Span Expectations 
(AAGSEs)
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Significant Cognitive Disabilities

Make up about 1% of the population

Disability impacts all domains of learning
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1040 students take the RIAA…

16%

29%

36%

Mental 
Retardation

Autism

Multiple
Disabilities

• Visual and hearing 
impairments,
•Orthopedically Impaired,
•Traumatic Brain Injury,
•Speech and Language 
impairments, 
•Emotional Disturbance,
•Developmental Delay
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1040 students this year.  Note the challenges of a self contained classroom where half of the students are severely and profoundly intellectually disable and the other half  may be severely autistic.  Sprinkle that mix with other students needing g tubes, have traumatic brain injuries, or other speech, language and hearing disabilities.  The challenges to the teachers and the students are enormous.  How can we best help all to measure progress ?  



Alternate Assessment Grade Span Expectations 
(AAGSEs)

Developed from Grade Level Expectations (GLEs)

Developed in cooperation with RI teachers

Knowledge and skills that students should know 
and be able to do

K-12 with the recognition that all students learn at 
a different rate
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Meet Emma

4th grade student

Assessed in Reading, Writing, Mathematics, and 
Science

Four AAGSEs were assessed in each content area

Created for the purposes of RIAA training
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Meet Emma

Take 15 minutes and review Emma.

Complete questions 1-6 on your Emma Review 
Sheet.
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1.  Which is the first skill on which Emma is assessed?

NO 12.3:  Adding like coins 
together to match dollar and 
cents notation.
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2.  How many pieces of documentation were submitted for the 
assessment of NO 12.3?
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3.  Name the titles of the documentation that make up this 
entry.

1. Data Summary Sheet

2. Student Documentation 
Form

3. Student Work Product
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4.   How many pieces of student work were 
submitted for this AAGSE?
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R E Q U I R E D  C O M P O N E N T S :
D A T A  S U M M A R Y  S H E E T

S T U D E N T  D O C U M E N T A T I O N  F O R M

S T R U C T U R E D  P E R F O R M A N C E  T A S K

A A G S E

AAGSE Entry
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AAGSE Entry

Documents the student’s learning of identified skills

Documents the student’s participation in standard’s 
based activities

AAGSEs are chosen by the teacher for individual 
students
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AAGSE Entry

Reflection of the student’s application of the 
AAGSE in a standards-based activity 

Key ideas
Data assessing the AAGSE

Application

Connection to the general education curriculum
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Discuss what an AAGSE is briefly and talk about the context of the entry.



Required AAGSE Entry Components
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Student 
Documentation 

Form

Data 
Summary 
Sheet

Student 
Documentation 

Form

Student 
Documentation 

Form

Student Work
(can be any 

collection period)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So how many pieces of paper did you see for this entry?



The Data Summary Sheet Contains:

The AAGSE assessed
The SPT used
Contains data over time

Level of Accuracy
Level of Independence
Levels of Assistance

Data from each Collection Period
Three data points in each Collection Period

Each data point is from a different day
Two are documented as data points and one is documented on a 
Student Documentation Form (SDF)

18



19



5. What are the three sets of dates (collection periods) 
that the assessment is given?

October 5, 2010 – November 13, 2010

January 11, 2011 – February 5, 2011

March 15, 2011 – April 9, 2011
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Note to all – these dates directly connect back to Emma Dates. We agreed to give a disclaimer that this is an example from last year. The dates for this year will be different for the 2012-2013 collection period



6.  On which dates was Emma assessed?

Collection Period 1
10/8/10,  10/22/10,  11/5/10

Collection Period 2
1/14/11,  1/28/11,  2/4/11

Collection Period 3
3/17/11,  3/25/11,  4/8/11
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7.  What is the relationship between the dates listed 
in each collection period on page one and the 

following pages?

The dates on each Student Documentation 
Form (SDF) coincide with a date in each 
collection period on the Data Summary 
Sheet (DSS).
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Student Documentation Form

One for each collection period (3 total)

Identifies the Structured Performance Task (SPT) and 
targeted AAGSE

Reflects how the student demonstrates and is assessed on 
the targeted AAGSE

Demonstrates a connection to the general education 
curriculum

Demonstrates a connection to the SPT
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AAGSE

Structured 
Performance 
Task (SPT)

DataDistinct 
Activities Application

Student Documentation Form:  SPT
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Structured Performance Tasks

Provide the context in 
which a student 
demonstrates what 
he/she knows and is 
able to do

Designed by RI teachers 
as an extension of the 
GLEs

Have targeted AAGSEs 
assigned to each

28
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Structured Performance Task (SPT)

Each content area uses two SPTS to provide the 
context for assessing the AAGSEs.

The first is required.

The second is a choice between two.

Two targeted AAGSEs are chosen from each SPT.
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8.  What is the Structured Performance Task listed 
for the assessment of this AAGSE?

35-1:  The student will use number 
concepts to solve everyday problems.
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Structured Performance Task  (SPT)
31

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Page 107 in the manual  (MT – this actual SPT is on page 119 in the new manual.)



AAGSE

Structured 
Performance 
Task (SPT)

DataDistinct 
Activities Application

Student Documentation Form:  Distinct Activities
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Distinct Activities

Allows the student to demonstrate his/her AAGSE 
skills in a variety of contexts and/or differing content 
areas

May utilize different materials, context/content, 
setting, and/or applications
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Distinct Activities Chart

Distinct Not Distinct

Different
Materials

Materials used are from different 
categories or from the same category 
(coins, blocks, and rocks or forks, 
plates, and bowls).

Materials differ only by attribute (e.g., 
small blocks, medium blocks, large 
blocks or blue bowls, red bowls, 
yellow bowls).

Context of
Content

Same activity in different context (e.g., 
counting money to make purchase, 
counting money to save, counting 
money to make change, or answering 
comprehension questions from 3 
different stories).

Repetition of activity within same context 
(e.g., making a purchase at 
McDonalds, Burger King, and 
Wendy’s - all fast food restaurants or 
answering different comprehension 
questions from the same story).

Setting Different settings that change the context 
of the skill use (e.g., using money at 
the school store, the cafeteria, and in 
the community).

Settings that do not change the context of 
the skill (e.g., doing a mathematics 
worksheet in the general education 
room, in the resource room. and in 
the hallway).

Application Same activity has a different purpose 
(e.g., signing name to journal, poem,  
and letter).

Same activity with same purpose (e.g., 
signing name to three separate 
attendance sheets).

34
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9.  In which activities does Emma demonstrate her skill for 
the assessment?

Collection Period 1
PTA fundraiser – Popcorn Sales

Collection Period 2
Snack Shack

Collection Period 3
Pennies for Patients
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AAGSE

Structured

Performance 
Task (SPT)

DataDistinct 
Activities Application

Student Documentation Form:  Application
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Context

Application – using a skill or concept 
(AAGSE) for a purpose 

Acquisition - learning a skill or concept 
(AAGSE) through practice or “skill-and-drill” 
activities
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Raise your hand if you passed a driving test to 
receive your driver’s license.

Raise your hand if you used your directional 
signals every time you changed lanes on the 
highway when you drove here this morning.
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Acquisition vs. Application: Examples

Copying spelling words
Correct use of spelling words in a journal 
entry

39



Acquisition vs. Application: Examples

The student completes a worksheet of ten addition 
problems.

The student uses addition to determine how many 
tickets have been sold for the school play.
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10.  In each activity, what is the purpose of Emma using her skill?

Collection Period 1
PTA fundraiser – Popcorn Sales

To purchase popcorn

Collection Period 2
Snack Shack

To count the amount of money in the register to 
start the day

Collection Period 3
Pennies for Patients

To keep a running tally of the number of 
pennies collected each day
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AAGSE

Structured 
Performance 
Task (SPT)

DataDistinct 
Activities Application

Student Documentation Form: Data
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Accuracy

Independence

Levels of 
Assistance

Data
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Level of Accuracy

Example:
# of times the skill is correct

#of times the skill is attempted

Using individual letter stamps, the student spelled 
her first and last name correctly 2 out of 5 times.

2/5 = 40%
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11.  How many opportunities did Emma have to use her skill during 
each collection period?

What was the percentage of times that Emma performed her skill with 
accuracy?

Collection Period
Number of 

Opportunities
Level of Accuracy 

(%)

1 5 5/5 = 100%

2 4 4/4 = 100%

3 5 5/5 = 100%
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Accuracy

Independence

Levels of 
Assistance

Data
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Levels of Assistance

Are prompt hierarchies/instructional prompts 

Helps a student become independent

Facilitates the completion of a task

Individualized for each student

Fade and/or modify as a student progresses 
toward independence
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Levels of Assistance

RIAA allows up to three levels of assistance to be 
documented on the Data Summary Sheet.

Task-specific, not non-task-specific
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Task-Specific Assistance

● Individualized for the student to help him/her 
complete the task

● Content-related support

● Data is taken on task-specific assistance
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Task-Specific Assistance

Gestural Prompt Natural prompts of a nonverbal nature tell a student what to do 
(e.g., hand movement, pointing, facial expressions). They are 
easy to use and do not involve direct physical contact.

Verbal Prompt Spoken statements that help students respond correctly. Verbal 
prompts guide students on how to respond rather than tell them 
to respond, gives them a rule to use, or provides hints (e.g. how 
to do whole or part of the skill).

Model Requires the teacher to demonstrate a desired behavior in order 
to prompt an imitative response.

Partial Physical 
Prompt

Physically guides the students through the target skill/task, but at 
a less intrusive level (hand-over-wrist, elbow, shoulder)

Full Physical Prompt Requires the teacher to place his/her hand on top of student's 
hand and physically guide the student through the target 
behavior/task (hand-over-hand). The teacher, rather than the 
student, exerts the effort, which minimizes errors. Full physical 
prompts are the most intrusive type of prompt.
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Non-Task-Specific Assistance

● Assistance given to help a student focus on a task

● Assistance given to help a student to persist with a task

● Non-content related supports

● Part of good teaching practice

● Data is not taken on non-task-specific assistance
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Non-Task-Specific Assistance

Environmental 
Prompt

Naturally occurring cue used by teachers to alert all 
students to an appropriate behavior. For example, the 
bell ringing to signal it is time to go to lunch, flipping the 
light switch to get everyone’s attention, etc.

Redirection Repeating directions, rules, etc. when needed to help a 
student get back on task

Focus Encourages the student to stay with the task or to keep 
going. This becomes task specific if the skill the 
student is working on is attending.

Minimum Physical 
Prompt

Requires the teacher to lightly touch the student but 
does not control his/her movements. The light touch is 
used to redirect or focus the student on the task.
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Levels of Assistance

Arranged as a prompt hierarchy

Is ranked “least to most” assistance

Is reported in percentages
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Level of Independence

Example:
The student performed the skill independently 1 out 
of 5 opportunities.

1 out of 5 independently  1/5 = 20%
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Levels of Assistance

The student performed the skill with assistance 4 out of 5 

opportunities.

The student prompt hierarchy included:

verbal, physical, and hand-over-hand prompts

0 out of 5 with verbal prompts   0/5 = 0%

2 out of 5 with physical prompts  2/5 = 40%

2 out of 5 with hand-over-hand prompts 2/5 = 40%
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Connection between Levels of Independence and 
Assistance

1 out of 5 opportunities independent       1/5 = 20%
0 out of 5 with verbal prompts                  0/5 =  0%
2 out of 5 with physical prompts              2/5 =  40%
2 out of 5 with hand over hand prompts  2/5 = 40%

100%

Percentages must add up to 100%.

When using web-based ProFile, a pop-up should remind 
you that the percentages should add up to 100.
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12.  What types of assistance does Emma require to demonstrate 
her skill?

Point prompting

Verbal prompting
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13.  How many opportunities did Emma have to use her skill in 
each collection period?

What types of assistance does Emma require?

Collection 
Period

Number of 
Opportunities

Types of prompting and number of times 
used

Level of 
Independence (%)

1 5
Independent Prompt:

POINT
Prompt:

VERBAL

2 0 3 (60%) 40%

2 4
Independent Prompt:

POINT
Prompt: 

VERBAL

2 0 2 (50%) 50%

3 5
Independent Prompt:

POINT
Prompt: 

VERBAL

3 1 (20%) 1 (20%) 50%
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Acceptable Student Work

Acceptable student work that demonstrates a clear connection to 
the Structured Performance Task and AAGSE are either:

A. An actual student work product completed by the student, graded 
and initialed by the teacher. Examples may include:

worksheets

drawings or writings

journal entries

projects

B. A photograph of the student participating in the standards-based 
activity and an explanation of the student’s participation on the 
required photograph evidence form.

All student work must have the student’s name and date.
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Acceptable Student Work

Student work products must be graded and 
initialed by the teacher.

Grading must include the student’s accuracy, 
independence, and levels of assistance (LOA) if 
LOAs are used by the student. Student work 
products that are not graded by the teacher will 
not meet the criteria for acceptable student work 
and will result in an unscorable entry.
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Acceptable Student Work: Examples of Grading

Not Acceptable 
Grading

Check marks

Smiley Faces

Stamps

Stickers

“Great Job!”

Acceptable Grading 
Accuracy:

• 8/10 correct = 80%
Independence: 

• 5/10 independent= 50% 
Levels of Assistance: 

• 3/10 verbal prompt = 30%
• 2/10 point prompt = 20%
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Optional Student Work Label

Does not take the place 
of grading on a piece of 
student work
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F O R  T H E  P U R P O S E S  O F  T H I S  A C T I V I T Y ,  A L L  
S T U D E N T  W O R K  H A S  A  D I R E C T  C O N N E C T I O N  

T O  T H E  T A R G E T E D  A A G S E .

Student Work Activity
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How many pieces of student work were submitted for this 
AAGSE?
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14.  Did the work submitted for this AAGSE entry meet the 
criteria for acceptable student work?

Yes!
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Let’s Review: 
What Does This Mean to Me?
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You Are Giving the RIAA

Choosing AAGSEs

Creating activities

Documenting on the DSS and SDF

Providing an example of student work
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Documenting for RIAA

Completing the forms

ProFile
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Required AAGSE Entry Components

69

Data 
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collection period)

Student 
Documentation 

Form
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Data Summary Sheet

Targeted AAGSE information
SPT information
Presents data over time

Level of Accuracy
Level of Independence
Levels of Assistance

Three Collection Periods
Three data points in each Collection Period

Each data point is from a different day
Two are documented as data points and one is documented on a 
Student Documentation Form (SDF)
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Student Documentation Form

Key ideas
Reflection of the student working on the identified AAGSE 
including accuracy and independence

Distinct activities

Application

Connection to the strand 
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Student Documentation Form

Four main sections:
1. Describe the overall SPT as it is embedded in your 

classroom community

2. Describe the student’s application of the targeted 
AAGSE to the SPT in a standards-based activity

3. Evaluate the student’s accuracy performance on the 
targeted AAGSE

4. Evaluate the student’s independence performance on 
the targeted AAGSE
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Section 1:  Describe the overall SPT as it is embedded in 
your classroom community.

Describes the standards-based activity

Describes the “big picture” of the activity

Describes the connection to the general 
curriculum

Sets the context for how the student is 
participating in an activity that connects to the 
general curriculum and the SPT
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Standards-Based Activities

Are connected to the district curriculum

Provide opportunities for skill development for 
individual students based on the AAGSEs

Are age/grade appropriate
Including books, materials  and resources
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Section 2:  Describe the student’s application of the targeted 
AAGSE to the SPT in a standards based activity

Describes how the student applies the skill 
(targeted AAGSE) being assessed

Describes how the student participates in the 
activity

Describes the Level of Accuracy and/or Levels of 
Assistance the student requires to participate

Provides the context for how data was taken on 
the targeted AAGSE
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Section 3:  Evaluate the student’s accuracy performance on 
the targeted AAGSE

Reports data on the student’s Level of Accuracy

Measures the number of times the student 
performs the skill correctly

Reported in percentages
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Section 4:  Evaluate the student’s independent performance on the 
targeted AAGSE

Reports data on student’s Level of Independence and 
Levels of Assistance

Measures the number of times the student performs 
the skill in the standards-based activity without 
assistance

Is reported in percentages
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What’s Next?
Planning For The RIAA
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Components of a Datafolio

Required Forms
Table of Contents
FERPA Form
Affirmation of Test Security Form

AAGSE Entry
Data Summary Sheet
Student Documentation Form
Student Work

Actual student work
Photograph evidence documentation form 

80

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each child will have their own RIAA Datafolio



Table of Contents: 
Pages 68-79 in the 
Manual

Organizational tool

Grade-level specific 
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FERPA Form

Signed by the parent or 
guardian

Provides consent for 
RIDE to use the 
datafolio for training 
purposes

This form is not 
required for submission 
of a datafolio

Pages 75 & 76 in the 
Administration Manual
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Affirmation of Test Security Form

Required for submission of datafolio

Certifies datafolio as a true and 
honest collection of student 
achievement

Those who sign the datafolio are 
responsible for following all 
procedures and policies outlined in 
the District & School Administrators 
Manual and the RIAA Teachers 
Administration Manual.
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Content Areas Assessed by Grade

Refer to the RIAA Blueprint. 
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RI Alternate Assessment (RIAA)
2011-2012

Content areas assessed by grade level
Grades 2, 3, 5, and 6:  Mathematics and Reading

Grade 4:  Mathematics, Reading, Writing, and Science

Grades 7 and 10: Mathematics, Reading, and Writing

Grade 8 and 11: Science
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AAGSEs & SPTs

Two SPTs will be used for 
the assessment.

One is required.

One is a choice from two.

AAGSEs and SPTs need to 
be considered when 
planning for the assessment.
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Requirements by Grade

Grade Required Content Area Entries # of entries per 
Datafolio

2 -3, 5 Reading and Mathematics 8

4 Reading, Mathematics, Writing, and 
Science 14

6 Reading and Mathematics 8

7 Reading, Mathematics, and Writing 12

8 Science 2

10 Reading, Mathematics, and Writing 12

11 Science 2
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Sample Completed Content Area Entry:  Mathematics
Content Strand 1:

NO        GM        DSP        FA

REQUIRED 
Structured Performance Task 1

AAGSE 1

Data Summary
Sheet

CP #3-Student 
Documentation Form

1 piece of 
STUDENT WORK
From only ONE

Collection Period

CP #2-Student 
Documentation Form

CP #1-Student 
Documentation Form

AAGSE 2

Data Summary
Sheet

CP #3-Student 
Documentation Form

CP #2-Student 
Documentation Form

CP #1-Student 
Documentation Form

Content Strand 1:
NO        GM        DSP        FA

Structured Performance Task 2

AAGSE 1

Data Summary
Sheet

CP #3-Student 
Documentation Form

CP #2-Student 
Documentation Form

CP #1-Student 
Documentation Form

AAGSE 2

Data Summary
Sheet

CP #3-Student 
Documentation Form

CP #2-Student 
Documentation Form

CP #1-Student 
Documentation Form

1 piece of 
STUDENT WORK
From only ONE

Collection Period

1 piece of 
STUDENT WORK
From only ONE

Collection Period

1 piece of 
STUDENT WORK
From only ONE

Collection Period
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90

Choose one 
student who 
you will be 
assessing.

Identify the 
content strands in 
which the student 
will be assessed.

Identify the SPT 
and AAGSEs you 
will use to assess 

the student.



Planning Time

4.  Selecting targeted 
AAGSEs

Choose two targeted AAGSEs   
from each SPT.

The same AAGSE(s) may not be 
assessed in consecutive years.

AAGSEs with the same number, 
even if they have different 
letters, may not be assessed 
within the same year.  NEED 
EXAMPLE HERE
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Homework

Use the planning worksheet to choose SPTs and 
targeted AAGSEs for your students who will take the 
RIAA.

Read the manual and write down questions that you 
have. Bring them next week. 
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Next Week

Instructional Process

Scoring Rubric

RIAA Science

Additional Resources
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Contact Information for the RIAA Team

Heather Heineke: RIDE: Office of Instruction, Assessment, & Curriculum

heather.heineke@ride.ri.gov or 222-8493

Becky Wright: RIDE: Office of Student, Community, & Academic Supports

becky.wright@ride.ri.gov or 222-4693

Susan Dell:  Rhode Island College: The Sherlock Center

sdell@ric.edu or 456-8557

Amy Grattan: Rhode Island College: The Sherlock Center

agrattan@ric.edu or 456-8072

Marcia Tibbetts: Measured Progress, Program Manager

tibbetts.marcia@measuredprogress.org or 800-431-8901

Michelle Couture: Measured Progress, Program Assistant

couture.michelle@measuredprogress.org or 800-431-8901
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