[date]

Dear Parents and Guardians,

I am writing to let you know about an important opportunity that our schools are participating in this spring. 

As you may have heard, Rhode Island is among a group of leading states that are in the National Center and State Consortium (NCSC) Alternate Assessment. Rhode Island educators are helping to develop next-generation tests in math, ELA, and writing that are of exceptional quality and will measure students’ content knowledge and key skills.

Before we can administer these tests—which will be replacing the RIAA Mathematics, Reading, and Writing tests—we have to have a practice run of the tests this spring. The practice run provides an opportunity to “test the test” to see how well it works and whether we need to make any adjustments before kids take the actual NCSC alternate assessments in the 2014-15 school year. While this test is going to be delivered online, we know some students will not be able to interact with the computer in order to take the test. In such cases, teachers will be able to use a paper copy and apply many other accommodations and accessibility options to accommodate the student’s unique needs. Although students and schools will not get scores back based on the assessment, they will get a chance to engage in challenging math or reading problems and writing exercises. By taking part in the practice run, our teachers and students will play an important role in the development of Rhode Island’s future tests.

Educators throughout the state are looking forward to this opportunity to become more familiar with NCSC, which is aligned to the Core Content Connectors and the Common Core State Standards. These Standards, adopted by Rhode Island in 2010, are designed to prepare our students for more post-school options. 

The practice run will help us to make sure the NCSC assessments are as good as they can be. If selected to participate in a NCSC test this year, your child will not receive a score or grade based on her or his performance; however, his/her participation will help to ensure that the test questions are fair, measure the intended skills, and have the right accommodations, adaptations, and other supports necessary for all students with severe disabilities to be able to participate as independently as possible. 

Thank you for your continued involvement in and support of your child's education. If you wish to learn more about NCSC, please visit www.ride.ri.gov/NCSC  or ask your child's teacher or principal.

Sincerely,


[District/LEA Superintendent]
