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The RIDE’s Office of Student, Community and Academic Support is seeking 15 district 

partners to participate in a five year CDC funded grant opportunity to support healthy 

youth development. The RI Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

received competitive funding through the CDC-RFA- PS13-1308 Promoting Adolescent 

Health Through School-Based HIV/STD Prevention and School Based Surveillance. 

The first year of the five year grant cycle is a planning year. The primary objective 

includes:  

By July 31, 2014, the RI state level School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) will 
be established with representation from RI school districts, including 15 priority 
districts, state agencies and key stakeholders to support the implementation of 
program and planning activities of the School-Based HIV/STD Prevention grant’s 
four approaches including: providing exemplary sexual health education, 
accessing sexual health services, creating safe and supportive environment and 
related policies. 

RIDE has had a long term working relationship with LEA’s in these areas. There is a 
strong foundation in the state’s Basic Education Program, Rules and Regulations for 
School Health Programs, RI Health Education Framework and Comprehensive Health 
Instructional Outcomes, attention to the health needs of youth to enable learning, 
nationally recognized work in bullying prevention and related efforts. LEA’s have 
partnered with RIDE and HEALTH on school based surveillance including the 
successful implementation of the biennial Youth Risk Behavior Survey since 1995 and 
the statewide census of School Health Profiles.  

RI school districts have enabled and benefited from the successful advancement of RI's 
coordinated school health initiatives. Health and education outcomes are linked. 
Schools are vital partners in helping young people take responsibility for their health and 
adopt health-enhancing attitudes and behaviors. Linkages and referrals to community 
providers can address issues that affect education yet fall beyond the scope of the 
school.   

The school environment influences students’ social, emotional, and ethical development 
as well as their physical and mental health and safety. A learning environment in which 
all students and staff feel safe and supported is an essential function of schools. 



Research shows that safe and supportive school environments are associated with 
improved education and health outcomes.  
 
As a partner with RIDE, districts will receive professional development, technical 
assistance, research and tools on evidence based curricula, model policies, team 
building, parent engagement, and school connectedness strategies to reach all students 
especially those at greatest risk. The benefits include: establishing a Memorandum of 
Understanding with RIDE to join the School Health Advisory Council and participating in 
the professional development, technical assistance and resource development within 
the specific grant focus areas including: exemplary sexual health education, sexual 
health services, safe and supportive environments and related policies.  Districts will 
also participate in a local needs assessment, to inform the development and use of 
tools to ensure compliance with related state mandates, as well as benefit from 
networking opportunities with other districts. 
 
All Rhode Island LEAs are eligible to participate as partner districts. Participating 
districts need to meet certain eligibility requirements including a demonstrated 
willingness and ability to participate in this effort through July 31, 2018. Interested 
districts should send a letter of intent to: 
 
Rosemary Reilly-Chammat, Ed.D. 
RI Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Office of Student, Community and Academic Supports 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI 02903  
 
Signed electronic copies can be emailed to rosemary.reilly-chammat@ride.ri.gov.   
Letters of intent must be received by Friday, October 25, 2013. In the event that RIDE 

receives more interest from districts than available spots, districts will be selected based 

on data related to health, education and readiness to participate. Please feel free to 

email or call Rosemary Reilly-Chammat at 222-8951 if you need additional information 

or if you have questions.  
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