Q/\g \}@D BOARp O%%
QﬁQ S ‘%\D State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
= g  Shepard Building
%/ § 255 Westminster Street
%, > &  Providence, Rhode Island 02903-3400
D seonob

Deborah A. Gist
Commissioner

The Rhode Island Certification Regulations: Certification Renewal Based on Performance

The Rhode Island Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education approved on November 3, 2011
certification regulations entitled “Regulations Governing the Certification of Educators in Rhode Island.” The
regulations impact how educators attain certification, the assignments for which they are eligible, and how they
renew their certificates. The information provided below details how educators renew their certifications based
on performance as determined by evaluation ratings from state approved, local evaluation systems.

Overview of Certification Renewal Based on Performance

Effective January 1, 2012, the renewal decision for all educator® certifications that are issued after January 1,
2012 is based exclusively on performance. An educator’s performance for the purposes of certification renewal
is determined by the evaluation ratings the educator receives from state approved, local evaluation systems.

Certification Renewal Process:
e Annually, all educators receive an evaluation rating from state approved, local evaluation systems (e.g.
Highly Effective, Effective, Developing, and Ineffective)
e To renew a certification, an educator must receive at least one rating of Developing or higher during at
least one year of their certification term
e An educator who does not receive at least one rating of Developing of higher (e.g. receives only
Ineffective ratings) is not eligible to renew the certification

Certification Renewal Process — Multiple Certifications:
e An educator with multiple certifications must receive a rating of Developing or higher during at least one
year of their certification term for each certification in use to renew the certification(s)
e An educator who does not receive at least one rating of Developing or higher (e.g. receives only
Ineffective ratings) for each certification in use is not eligible to renew the certification(s)
e An educator who is not eligible to renew an independent certification is also not eligible to renew any
certifications which are dependent upon the independent certification

Certification Renewal Process — General Information:
e Any certification area that is not in use by the educator, and that is not subject to dependency
requirements, is automatically eligible for renewal
e An educator who receives evaluation ratings of Developing or Ineffective, and is eligible to renew a
certification, must provide evidence of professional development as part of their renewal
e An educator who is not eligible to renew a certification may pursue certification reinstatement by
providing evidence of retraining and supervised practice

1 . . -
Educators who seek to renew a One Year Professional Career and Technical Educator or School Nurse Teacher certificate
must also meet course and degree renewal requirements.
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Certification Renewal Examples: The following examples are provided to further explain the renewal process.

Single certifications:

Example 1:

Certification

Ratings

Eligible for Renewal

3 Year Initial Educator Certification | Effective, Effective, Effective Yes
Example 2:
Certification Ratings Eligible for Renewal
3 Year Initial Educator Certification | Developing, Developing, Yes
Developing
Example 3:
Certification Ratings Eligible for Renewal

3 Year Initial Educator Certification

Ineffective, Ineffective, Ineffective

No

Multiple certifications: Note: for the following examples, assume all evaluation ratings are Ineffective

Example 1:

Certifications

Certification in Use

Eligible for Renewal

Elementary Education Yes No

Secondary Education No Yes

Example 2:

Certifications Certification in Use Eligible for Renewal
Elementary Education Yes No

Secondary Education Yes No

Example3:

Certifications Certification in Use Eligible for Renewal
Secondary Education No Yes

Secondary Grades ESL Education* Yes No

Elementary Education No Yes

Example 4:

Certifications Certification in Use Eligible for Renewal
Elementary Education Yes No

Reading Specialist/Consultant* Yes No

Secondary Education No Yes

Example 5:

Certifications Certification in Use Eligible for Renewal
Elementary Education Yes No

Elementary Grads ESL Education*® Yes No

Building Level Administrator No No

*Dependent Certification
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