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Certification Redesign: Overview and Purpose

On November 3, 2011, the Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education approved new
certification regulations designed to streamline the certification system and link educator performance to
educator certification. As Commissioner Gist stated, the new regulations “mark a major step forward in
our work toward ensuring that we have excellent teachers in every classroom and excellent leaders in
every school.” The new certification system, Commissioner Gist further stated, will prioritize professional
growth while removing “a bureaucratic burden that took up far too much of our educators’ time. The new
system will allow our educators to focus on improving teaching and learning.”

Key aspects of the new certification system include: a three tier certification system of Initial, Professional,
and Advanced Certifications that recognize and support educator growth; the addition of new certification
areas and Preliminary Certificates to meet the needs of educators, schools, and districts; and establishing
the link between educator performance and educator certification rather than discrete professional
development credits as the basis for certification renewal and advancement. While some aspects of the
new certification system will go into effect on January 1, 2012, other aspects will not go into effect until
January 1, 2015. RIDE has already begun to work with educators, schools, districts, and preparation
programs to communicate the new system for a smooth transition to the new system. The list of
Frequently Asked Questions below highlights some of the key changes in the new system and how it will
be implemented. RIDE will continue to post additional information and guidance on the Certification
redesign website http://www.ride.ri.gov/EducatorQuality/CertificationRedesign/Default.aspx.

Certification Redesign: Frequently Asked Questions

IMPLEMENTATION

1. Q: When will the new certification regulations go into effect?
A: The regulations that were passed by the Board of Regents identify elements of the regulations that will go
into effect on January 1, 2012 and other elements that will go into effect on January 1, 2015.

2. Q: What elements of the new certification regulations will go into effect on January 1, 20127
A: The changes to certification that will go into effect on January 1, 2012 include the tiered certification
structure (Three Year Initial Certificate, Five Year Professional Certificate, and Seven Year Advanced Certificate),
certification renewal based on effectiveness as determined by evaluation ratings, the elimination of
Endorsements, and the revision of several certification areas (e.g. Secondary History Certificates and History
Endorsements replaced by Secondary Social Studies Certificate and Elementary/Middle and Middle/Secondary
Principle Certificate replaced by a combined PK-12 Building Administrator).


http://www.ride.ri.gov/EducatorQuality/CertificationRedesign/Default.aspx

3. Q: What elements of the new certification regulations will go into effect on January 1, 2015?
A: The changes to certification that will go into effect on January 1, 2015 include the addition of several new
Preliminary Certificates (e.g. Expert Resident and Visiting Lecturer), the addition of several new Full Certificates
(e.g. PK-12 World Language Teacher, Instructional Leader, Mathematics Specialist/Consultant), the end of the
Transcript Analysis process, and the alignment of special education and general education certificates.

4. Q: Why are some elements of the new regulations not implemented right away?
A: Some elements of the regulations require changes to preparation programs which will take a few years to
implement. Some of the changes require the development of new processes such as the Credential Review
process to replace Transcript Analysis. Other changes require the identification and validation of additional
certification tests.

5. Q:lalready hold a Rhode Island educator certificate. How will the new certification regulations affect me?
A: The regulations contain two types of certification requirements — Issuance and Renewal requirements.
Currently certified educators will NOT need to meet the new Issuance requirements such as obtaining additional
degrees, taking new tests, or holding newly required certificates for their current certificates. Currently certified
educators will need to meet renewal requirements which specify that certification renewal is based on
evaluation ratings from state approved local evaluation systems.

6. Q:Ihold a certification that RIDE will no longer issue. Can | still renew the certificate?
A: RIDE will no longer issue several certificates and endorsements including Secondary History,
Elementary/Middle and Middle/Secondary Special Education, and Guidance Supervisors. Educators who
currently hold these certificates can continue to renew these certificates.

7. Q: 1 hold life certification. How will the new regulations affect me?
A: All educators will be evaluated by their district’'s state approved local evaluation system. Since life
certification does not need to be renewed, educators who have life certificate and are using their life certificate
will not be impacted by the renewal requirements contained in the new regulations.

8. Q: | hold life certification and other certifications that are not life certificates. How will the new regulations
affect me?
A: An educator who holds life certifications and non-life certifications and is using the non-life certifications will
need to follow the renewal requirements contained in the new regulations.

9. Q:lcurrently have one or more endorsements. How will the new regulations affect me?
A: RIDE will no longer issue endorsements after 1/1/12. All endorsements (e.g. Bilingual, ESL, and Middle School)
will be issued and renewed as certificates.

10. Q: Will the new certification regulations affect Highly Qualified requirements?
A: No, the new certification regulations will not affect Highly Qualified requirements. To teach a core content
area, an educator must have full state certification, a Bachelor’s degree, and demonstrate content expertise.

CERTIFICATION RENEWAL
11. Q: How will | renew my current certificate?
A: All educators who hold a professional educator certificate (One Year Transitional Professional Certificate or
Five Year Professional Certificate) as a teacher, administrator, or support professional will renew their current
certificate according to the expiration date of their certificate. Educators may apply for certification renewal
beginning in January of the year their certification expires. All that is needed to renew a current certificate is to
submit a completed application and necessary fees. Professional development or evaluation ratings are not
required to renew current certificates. Starting with certificates issued in 2012, educators will renew their
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certificates based on their performance as determined by evaluation ratings from state approved local
evaluation systems.

12. Q: My current One Year Transitional Certificate or Five Year Professional Certificate expires on August 31, 2012,
August 31, 2013, August 31, 2014, or August 31, 2015? How will | renew this certificate and enter into the new
certification system in which certification renewal will be based on evaluation ratings?

A: All you will need to do to renew this certificate is to submit a completed application and necessary fees.
Professional development or evaluation ratings are not required to renew these current certificates.

13. Q: How will the new certification regulations impact certification renewal?

A: The new certification regulations require that educators will renew their certificates, or progress between the
levels of the new tiered certification system, based on evaluation ratings that are generated on state approved,
local educator evaluation systems. For educators who receive ratings of Highly Effective or Effective, all that will
be needed to renew a certificate or progress between certification tiers is to submit a completed application and
necessary fees. For educators who receive ratings of Developing or Ineffective, these educators will need to
submit evidence of specified professional development based on their evaluation results along with a completed
application and necessary fees. RIDE will already have the evaluation ratings that districts will provide to RIDE
through the Educator Performance Support System.

14. Q: What evaluation ratings will be used for certification renewal?
A: Rhode Island educators will receive an annual evaluation rating that is based on multiple measures including
professional practice, professional responsibilities, and impact on student growth and academic achievement.
Through the state approved, local evaluation systems, each year an educator will receive a rating of Highly
Effective, Effective, Developing, or Ineffective.

15. Q: When will | first renew my certification based on evaluation ratings?
A: An educator who currently holds a One Year Transitional Professional or Five Year Professional Certificate will
first renew their certificate based on evaluation ratings for certificates that will expire on August 31, 2017. An
educator who receives a 3 Year Initial Certificate in 2012, the first year the Initial certification is available, will
first renew their certificate based on evaluation ratings on August 31, 2015.

16. Q: When | renew my current professional educator certificate (One Year Transitional Professional Certificate or
Five Year Professional Certificate), what type of certificate will | get?
A: All current holders of either the One Year Transitional Certificate or Five Year Professional Certificate will
receive a Five Year Professional Certificate.

17. Q: When | renew my current Certificate for Eligibility for Employment (CEE) what type of certificate will | get?
A: An educator who holds a current CEE will renew their CEE for a Three Year Initial Certificate even if they are
not working in a Rhode Island public school. RIDE will no longer issue CEEs after January 1, 2012.

TIERED CERTIFICATION SYSTEM
18. Q: What is the new tiered certification system?
A: RIDE will now issue three levels, or tiers, of certification. A new educator or an educator new to Rhode Island
will first receive a Three Year Initial Certificate. If the educator demonstrates successful practice on a state
approved, local evaluation system, after three years, the educator will progress to a Five Year Professional
Certificate. An educator who demonstrates successful practice based on evaluation ratings while holding a Five
Year Professional Certificate will renew their Five Year Professional Certificate. An educator who demonstrates
highly effective practice based on evaluation ratings while holding a Five Year Professional Certificate will
progress to a Seven Year Advanced Educator Certificate.



19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Q: What level of successful practice must | demonstrate to progress from a Three Year Initial Certificate to a Five
Year Professional Certificate?

A: To progress from a Three Year Initial Certificate to a Five Year Professional Certificate, an educator must
demonstrate successful practice by receiving three evaluation ratings and at least one of the three ratings must
be Developing or higher.

Q: What level of successful practice must | demonstrate to renew a Five Year Professional Educator Certificate?
A: To renew a Five Year Professional Certificate, an educator must demonstrate successful practice by receiving
five evaluation ratings and at least one of the ratings must be Developing or higher.

Q: What level of highly effective practice must | demonstrate to progress from a Five Year Professional Educator
Certificate to a Seven Year Advanced Certificate?

A: To progress from a Five Year Professional Certificate to a Seven Year Advanced Certificate, an educator must
demonstrate highly effective practice by receiving five evaluation ratings and at least four of the ratings must be
Highly Effective with no rating below Effective.

Q: How do | renew a Seven Year Advanced Certificate?

A: To renew a Seven Year Advanced Certificate, an educator must demonstrate highly effective practice by
receiving seven evaluation ratings and at least five of the ratings must be Highly Effective, no ratings of
Ineffective, and no more than one rating of Developing. If an educator who held an Advanced Certificate
received seven evaluation ratings, did not receive the ratings necessary to renew an Advanced Certificate, then
the educator will renew their certificate as a Five Year Professional Certificate as long as at least one of the
seven evaluation ratings was Developing or higher.

Q: What happens if | receive an Ineffective rating for every year of my Initial, Professional, or Advanced
Certificate?

A: An educator who receives an Ineffective rating for every year of an Initial, Professional, or Advanced
Certificate will not be able to renew the certificate. The individual would need to seek reinstatement through a
reinstatement process that includes retraining and supervised practice.

Q: If | receive an Ineffective rating for every year of my Initial, Professional, or Advanced Certificate and cannot
renew the certificate | am currently using, will | also not be able to renew other certifications that | hold?

A: An educator who receives an Ineffective rating for each year of their Initial, Professional, or Advanced
Certificate will minimally not be able to renew the certificate they are using. If the educator also holds other
certifications that require the educator to have the non-renewed certification, the educator would also not be
able to renew the additional certifications (e.g. a special educator would not be able to renew their general
education certificate). If a teaching area certification is not renewed due to performance reasons, the teacher
would also not be able to renew any additional administrator certifications that they held.

Q: When is the first year that an educator would not be able to renew their certificate because of evaluation
ratings?

A: The first year that an educator would not renew their certificate because of evaluation ratings for an Initial
Educator Certificate is 2015 and for a Professional Educator Certificate is 2017.

Q: What happens if | do not work every year of my certificate, if for example, | take a year off?

A: If an educator does not receive an evaluation rating for every year of their Three Year Initial, Five Year
Professional, or Seven Year Advanced Certificate, the educator will be granted a one year extension for each
year that they did not work and receive an evaluation rating.
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Q: How do the new certification regulations affect middle school educators?

A: Educators who currently hold Middle School Endorsements will renew their Middle School Endorsements as
Middle Grades Certificates, grades 5-8. These educators will be able to teach grades 5 through 8 in their content
area.

Q: | am certified as an Elementary Teacher, grades 1 through 6. Will | be able to teach in a Middle School?
A: An educator who is certified to teach Elementary grades 1 through 6 will be able to teach grades 1 through 6
in any school setting including elementary and middle schools.

Q: | am certified as a Secondary Teacher, grades 7 through 12. Will | be able to teach in a Middle School?

A: An educator who is certified to teach Secondary grades 7 through 12 will be able to teach their content area
(e.g. English, Science, World Language) in grades 7 through 12 in any school setting including middle schools,
junior high schools, and high schools.

Q: | currently hold certification in Rhode Island and would like to add Middle Grades Certification. How will the
new regulations affect me?

A: Educators can continue to add Middle Grades Certification to their Elementary or Secondary Certificates by
completing approved Middle School programs. Adding Middle Grades Certification to an Elementary Certificate
will allow an educator to teach grades 1 through 6 as a generalist and grades 5 through eight in a content area
(e.g. English, Math, and Social Studies.) Adding Middle Grades Certification to a Secondary Certificate will allow
an educator to teach grades 5 through 12 in a content area (e.g. English, Math, and Social Studies).

Q: | am a Special Educator with a current Mild/Moderate Elementary and Middle Level Certificate. How will the
new regulations affect me?

A: A Special Educator with a current Mild/Moderate Elementary and Middle Level Certificate will be able to
teach and service students in grades K through 8 consistent with current Highly Qualified requirements. A
Special Educator with a current Mild/Moderate Elementary and Middle Level Certificate may serve in grades K
through 8 as a co-teacher, provide resource or other supports, or if they meet Highly Qualified requirements,
may serve as the Teacher of Record in Core Content subjects.

Q: | am a Special Educator with a current Mild/Moderate Middle and Secondary Level Certificate. How will the
new regulations affect me?

A: A Special Educator with a current Mild/Moderate Middle and Secondary Level Certificate will be able to teach
and service students in grades 7 through 12 consistent with Highly Qualified requirements. A Special Educator
with a current Mild/Moderate Middle and Secondary Level Certificate may serve in grades 7 through 12 as a co-
teacher, provide resource or other supports, or if they meet Highly Qualified requirements, may serve as the
Teacher of Record in Core Content subjects.

Q: | hold a Middle School Certificate grade 5 — 8 from another state. Can | use this certificate through reciprocity
to attain Rhode Island certification?

A: An educator who holds certification for the middle grades in a content area in another state can attain a
comparable Rhode Island Middle Grades Certificate in a content area through reciprocity as long as they meet
Rhode Island certification testing requirements.

PRELIMINARY CERTIFICATES

34.

Q: The new regulations contain several Preliminary Certificates. What is the purpose for these Preliminary
Certificates?

A: The Preliminary Certificates are for prospective educators who are close, but do not yet meet the
requirements for full certification. The Preliminary Certificates enable prospective educators to meet specified
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requirements such as demonstrating content expertise, attain a Preliminary Certificate to begin serving in Rhode
Island public schools, and complete certification programs through enrollment in approved preparation
programs.

Q: When will the new Preliminary Certificates be available?

A: RIDE currently issues Preliminary Certificates in the areas of Alternate Route, Career and Technical Education,
and Emergency Preliminary Certificates. Three new Preliminary Certificates, Expert Residency, Temporary Initial,
and Visiting Lecturer, will be available in 2015.

Q: Can the Preliminary Certificates be renewed?

A: Each Preliminary Certificate can be renewed at least one time, some up to six times. The certification web site
will provide specific information as to the number of times and the process for the renewal of Preliminary
Certificates.

Q: Do the Preliminary Certificates meet Highly Qualified requirements?
A: Only the Alternate Route Preliminary Certificate meets Highly Qualified requirements for teachers who teach
in the core content areas.

ADDING NEW CERTIFICATES

38.

39.

40.

41.

Q: | am a Secondary Educator and would like to add another Secondary Education Certificate. How will the new
regulations affect me?

A: A Secondary Educator (e.g. Business Education, Math, Social Studies) will be able to add another Secondary
Education Certificate (e.g. Agriculture, Biology, English) by having a major or the equivalent in a second content
area and passing a content examination in the second content area.

Q: | am a Secondary Science Educator (e.g. Biology, Chemistry, and Physics) or a World Language Teacher (e.g.
French, Portuguese, and Spanish) and would like to add another Secondary Science Certificate (e.g. Biology,
General Science, and Physics) or another Secondary World Language Certificate (e.g. French, Portuguese, and
Spanish). How will the new regulations affect me?

A: A Secondary Science Educator or Secondary World Language Educator will be able to add another Secondary
Science Certificate or Secondary World Language Certificate by demonstrating competency in the new area with
twenty-four credits in the second area and passing a content examination in the second content area.

Q: | am an Early Childhood Educator, Elementary Educator, All Grades Educator, Administrator, or Support
Professional and would like to add another certification. How will the new regulations affect me?

A: An Early Childhood Educator, Elementary Educator, All Grades Educator, Administrator, or Support
Professional will be able to add another certification by completing an approved program or meeting the current
Transcript Analysis requirements. After 2015, these educators will only be able to add another certificate by
completion of an approved program. If there is no approved Rhode Island program, these educators will add
another certificate through the Credential Review process. (Secondary Educators who want to add another
certificate that is not a Secondary Certificate will follow the same procedures.)

Q: If I add another certificate to my current Rhode Island certificate, what type of certificate will | get?

A: The type of certificate an educator will receive will match that of their current certificates. If an educator
holds an Initial Certificate, the new certificate will also be an Initial Certificate. If an educator holds a
Professional Certificate, the new certificate will also be a Professional Certificate.
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Q: I am a currently certified educator. Will I need to take certification tests to renew my certificate?
A: No, educators who are currently certified will not need to take certification tests to renew their current
certificates.

Q: | am a currently certified educator and wish to add another certification (e.g. Elementary Educator seeking to
add the All Grades Art Teacher Certificate). Will | need to take additional certification tests?

A: Any educator who seeks to add another certification, including those already certified in one or more
certification areas, will need to meet the new certification testing requirements for the new certification they
seek to add.

Q: How will | know which certification tests | must take as a new educator seeking certification or a currently
certified educator who wants to add another certificate?
A: RIDE will publish on the certification website a list of all required tests and corresponding passing scores.

Q: | am certified in another state and would like to become certified in Rhode Island. Must | take and pass Rhode
Island certification tests?

A: Yes. An educator from another state seeking to become certified in Rhode Island must complete all applicable
certification tests to attain Rhode Island certification.

Q: Why do the new regulations contain additional certification tests requirements?
A: The new regulations expand certification testing requirements as another means to ensure that all Rhode
Island educators are fully prepared to support student learning.

CERTIFICATION FEES

47.
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50.
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Q: Will the new regulations affect certification fees?
A: Certification fees to renew current Professional Certificates will remain the same; $200 for the first Five Year
Professional Certificate and $100 for each additional Five Year Professional Certificate.

Q: What will be the cost for an Initial Certificate?
A: An Initial Certificate will cost $100 for the first Three Year Initial Certificate and $50 for each additional Initial
Certificate.

Q: What will be the cost for an Advanced Certificate?
A: An Advanced Certificate will cost $200 for the first Seven Year Advanced Certificate and $100 for each
additional Seven Year Advanced Certificate.

Q: How much will a one year extension cost if | do not work and receive evaluation ratings for each year of my
Three Year Initial, Five Year Professional, or Seven Year Advanced Certificate?

A: A one year extension for the Three Year Initial, Five Year Professional, or Seven Year Advanced Certificate will
cost S50 per year extension, per certificate.

Q: What other fees are contained in the new regulations?
A: The new regulations also contain fees for items such as duplicate certificates, substitute permits, and
transcript analysis. RIDE will publish on the certification website a list of all required certification fees.



