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The Background for Certification Redesign

The RIDE Strategic Plan and Race to the 
Top Priority Areas: 
– Develop a certification system that links licensure to 

student achievement and educator performance.
– Streamline areas of certification to meet the needs of 

educators, schools and districts.
– Create a multi-tiered system of licensure that 

supports career advancement.
– Support educator growth by connecting certification to 

induction, evaluation, and professional development.
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How the Redesign Work was Conducted:   
– RIDE established a cross-office work team to: 

• Develop draft recommendations for the Board of Regents for 
adoption by December 2011. 

• Examine the current certification system, best practices, and 
models from other states. 

• Conduct extensive outreach to inform the proposed redesign 
of the certification system.

• Draft certification redesign regulations for consideration by 
the Regents and for public comment. 

• Revise and prepare final regulations for approval by the 
Board of Regents based on feedback.  
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The Background for Certification Redesign

Outreach to Inform the Redesign Work:   
– RIDE identified stakeholder groups to solicit input and 

provide feedback throughout the development process. 
– The team conducted more than 50 focus meetings with 

groups such as the ELL Advisory Board, Preparation 
Programs, RIASP, RIMLE, and RISCA. 

– The team conducted 3 electronic surveys which generated 
responses from more than 2000 individuals.

– RIDE conducted 4 public information sessions in May and 
3 public hearings in September/October to share the 
proposed regulations and receive  feedback. 

– The promulgated certification regulations reflect feedback 
from the outreach efforts (e.g. middle grades certification, 
professional development, special education, and testing).  
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The Background for Certification Redesign

Certification Redesign Focus Areas:  
– Certification Types (e.g. CEE, emergency, 

professional, substitute) 
– Certification Areas (e.g. elementary, secondary math, 

special education, administrators) 
– Certification Routes (e.g. approved programs, 

reciprocity, transcript analysis)
– Certification Renewal (e.g. issuance, renewal, 

progression)
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New Certification Regulations Approved 

Overview of the new regulations: 
– On November 3, 2011 the Regents voted to approve 

the new regulations. 
– The regulations address how educators are certified, 

what types of certifications RIDE offers, how 
educators renew their certifications, and how 
educators will progress between certification tiers. 

– Some elements of the new regulations will go into 
effect on January 1, 2012 and other elements will go 
into effect on January 1, 2015.
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New Certification Regulations Approved 

Key Changes that go into effect on 1/1/12:
– Tiered certification (e.g. three year Initial, five year 

Professional, and seven year Advanced Certificates).
– Certification renewal based on effectiveness as 

determined by evaluation ratings.
– The elimination of endorsements  and the revision of 

several certification areas (e.g. secondary history 
certificates and endorsements replaced by secondary 
social studies certificate and elementary/middle and 
middle/secondary principal certificate replaced by a 
combined PK‐12 building administrator certificate). 
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New Certification Regulations Approved 

Key Changes that go into effect on 1/1/15:
– The addition of several new Preliminary Certificates 

(e.g. expert residency, temporary initial, and visiting 
lecturer).

– The addition of several new Full Certificates (e.g. 
PK‐12 world language, instructional leader, 
mathematics specialist/consultant).

– The end of the Transcript Analysis process for 
certification areas that have Rhode Island approved 
programs and the alignment of special education and 
general education certificates. 
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How will the New Regulations Impact Currently 
Certified Educators?  

Key Terms: 
• Currently certified educators are all educators who hold 

a current CEE, 1 Year Provisional, 1 Year Professional, 
1 Year Transitional, or 5 Year Professional certificate. 

• In the new certification system, there are two sets of 
requirements – Issuance and renewal requirements. 
– Issuance requirements specify what one must do to 

first get a certificate (e.g. degrees, tests, hold another 
certificate).

– Renewal requirements specify how one renews 
his/her certificate which in the new certification 
system is based on evaluation ratings. 
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Currently Certified Educators 
How will I renew my current certificate(s)? 

– You will renew your current certificate when it expires 
beginning in January of your expiration year by 
submitting a completed application form and the 
necessary fees. 

– You will not need to submit professional development 
credits or coursework.

– Once you renew your current certificate, you will 
enter into the new certification system.



Currently Certified Educators 
What certification requirements will I have to meet in the 

new certification system? 
– You will NOT need to meet new Issuance 

requirements – obtaining additional degrees, taking 
new tests, or holding newly required certificates for 
your current certificates.

– You will need to meet Renewal requirements – your 
certificate(s) will be renewed based on evaluation 
ratings. 



Currently Certified Educators 
For example: an Elementary Teacher who has a 1 Year 

Transitional or 5 Year Professional  Certificate that 
expires in 2012. 
– The educator renews his/her certificate by 8/31/2012 by 

completing an application and paying the application fee. 
– She/he receives a 5 Year Professional Certificate without the 

need to meet any additional issuance requirements. 
– She/he renews the 5 Year Professional Certificate by 8/31/2017 

based on their evaluation ratings for five years that show 
effective practice – at least one evaluation rating of Developing 
or higher. 



Currently Certified Educators 
For example: a Middle School Teacher who has a 1 Year 

Transitional or 5 Year Professional  Certificate that 
expires in 2013. 
– The educator renews his/her certificate by 8/31/2013 by 

completing an application and paying the application fee. 
– She/he receives a 5 Year Professional Certificate without the 

need to meet any additional issuance requirements. 
– She/he renews the 5 Year Professional Certificate by 8/31/2018 

based on their evaluation ratings for five years that show 
effective practice – at least one evaluation rating of Developing 
or higher. 



Currently Certified Educators 
For example: a Secondary Teacher who has a 1 Year 

Transitional or 5 Year Professional  Certificate that 
expires in 2014. 
– The educator renews his/her certificate by 8/31/2014 by 

completing an application and paying the application fee. 
– She/he receives a 5 Year Professional Certificate without the 

need to meet any additional issuance requirements. 
– She/he renews the 5 Year Professional Certificate by 8/31/2019 

based on their evaluation ratings for five years that show 
effective practice – at least one evaluation rating of Developing 
or higher. 



Currently Certified Educators 
For example: a Special Education Administrator who has a 

1 Year Transitional or 5 Year Professional  Certificate 
that expires in 2015. 
– The educator renews his/her certificate by 8/31/2015 by 

completing an application and paying the application fee. 
– She/he receives a 5 Year Professional Certificate without the 

need to meet any additional issuance requirements. 
– She/he renews the 5 Year Professional Certificate by 8/31/2020 

based on their evaluation ratings for five years that show 
effective practice – at least one evaluation rating of Developing 
or higher. 



Currently Certified Educators 
For example: an Elementary, Middle, or Secondary 

Teacher who has a 3 Year Certificate of Eligibility for 
Employment (CEE) that expires in 2012, 2013, or 2014. 
– The educator applies for a 3 Year Initial Educator certificate by 

8/31 of the expiration year. 
– The educator receives a 3 Year Initial Educator certificate by 

completing an application and paying the application fee. 
– She/he receives a 3 Year Initial Certificate without the need to 

meet any additional issuance requirements. 
– She/he renews the 3 Year Initial Certificate as a 5 Year 

Professional Certificate after receiving three evaluation ratings 
that show effective practice – at least one evaluation rating of 
Developing or higher. 

Presenter
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Currently Certified Educators 

Will I get an Initial, Professional, or Advanced 
Certificate when I renew my current certificate? 
– If you hold a CEE or 1 Year Provisional, you will receive a Three 

Year Initial Certificate.
– If you hold a 1 Year Transitional or 5 Year Professional 

Certificate, you will receive a 5 Year Professional Certificate. 
– If you hold a CTE or School Nurse Teacher 1 Year Professional 

Certificate, you will continue to receive  a 1 Year Professional 
Certificate until you meet the requirements for Full Certification. 
(Note – beginning in 2015, you will need to follow the new 
Preliminary certification regulations.)  



Currently Certified Educators 

How can I add a new certificate? 
– You will need to meet new Issuance requirements

(degrees, tests, hold another certificate) for any new 
certificate that you want to add.

– Secondary and World Language educators can add 
certificates by taking content courses and content 
tests. 

– All other educators must complete approved 
programs of study to add new certificates (e.g. 
elementary adding secondary math).  Note, Transcript 
Analysis will remain in effect until 2015.   



Currently Certified Educators 

I hold Life Certification. How will the new 
regulations affect me? 
– You will still be evaluated and receive evaluation ratings in your 

district’s evaluation system. 
– Since you do not need to renew your certificate, you will not 

need to meet renewal requirements for any Life Certification that 
you hold.

– If you hold Life Certification and other certificates that are not life 
certificates, you will need to meet renewal requirements for the 
non-life certificates.  



How will the New Regulations Impact 
Prospective Educators? 

Key Terms:
– Prospective educators are all individuals who do not yet hold 

Rhode Island certification.  
– Approved preparation programs are educator preparation 

programs at colleges, universities, or alternate route providers. 
– Transcript analysis is the current process which RIDE uses to 

evaluate certification applications based on current requirements 
and courses. This process will end on 1/1/2015.

– Credential review is the process RIDE will develop with 
preparation programs to evaluate certification applications after 
Transcript Analysis ends in 2015. 
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Prospective Educators 

How can I get certified in Rhode Island?
– You will need to complete an approved preparation 

program in Rhode Island or in another state. (Or)
– You will need to be certified in another state and meet 

all Rhode Island certification requirements to be 
certified through reciprocity.  (Or) 

– You will need to complete the Transcript Analysis 
process (until 2015) or for certification areas for which 
there is no Rhode Island approved program, complete 
the Credential Review process (after 2015). 



Prospective Educators 

Will I need to take Rhode Island certification tests?
– Yes, the new certification regulations require that 

all individuals who seek Rhode Island certification 
must meet Rhode Island certification testing 
requirements. 

– RIDE publishes a list on its website of all 
certification tests and passing scores that are 
currently required to attain Rhode Island 
certification. 

– You will need to provide evidence of the required 
passing scores when you apply for certification. 



Prospective Educators 

What type of certificate will I receive? 
– All new educators to Rhode Island receive a 3 Year 

Initial Certificate. 
– The 3 Year Initial Certificate allows an educator to 

work in any Rhode Island public school, charter 
school, state approved special education program, or 
state funded pre-kindergarten program. 



Prospective Educators 

How will I renew my 3 Year Initial Certificate?
– Beginning in January of your expiration year, you will 

submit a completed application to renew your 3 Year 
Initial Certificate. 

– Renewal of the 3 Year Initial Certificate will be based 
on your evaluation ratings from state approved, local 
evaluation systems. 

– You will need to show evidence of effective practice, at 
least one evaluation rating of Developing or higher, to 
renew your certificate.



Prospective Educators 

What type of certificate will I get when I 
renew my 3 year Initial Certificate? 
– If you have 3 evaluation ratings that show effective 

practice, at least one rating of Developing or higher, 
you will receive a 5 Year Professional Certificate.

– If you are not working or do not have any evaluation 
ratings, you will receive another 3 Year Initial 
Certificate. 

– If you are working and have less than 3 evaluation 
ratings, you will receive 1 year extension(s) to 
accumulate 3 evaluation ratings. 



Middle School Certification  

Three options for Middle Grades Certification:
– Stand alone – complete an approved program or meet 

reciprocity requirements.
– Elementary extension – add a Middle Grades 

Certificate in a content area to an Elementary 
Certificate.

– Secondary extension – add a Middle Grades 
Certificate in a content area to a Secondary Certificate. 
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Middle School Certification  

Stand alone: 
– Eligible to teach a content area (e.g. math, science, 

social studies) in grades 5-8 in any school structure.
– Does not require an Elementary of Secondary 

Certification.
– Must demonstrate middle grades pedagogy 

competencies. 
– Must meet secondary content requirements and 

pedagogy and content testing. 
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Middle School Certification  

Elementary extension: 
– Eligible to teach a content area (e.g. math, science, 

social studies) in grades 5-8 in any school structure as 
well as serve as a generalist in grades 1-6.

– Requires an Elementary Certification.
– Must demonstrate middle grades pedagogy 

competencies. 
– Must meet middle grades content requirements and 

content testing. 
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Middle School Certification  

Secondary extension: 
– Eligible to teach a content area (e.g. math, science, 

social studies) in grades 5 - 12 in any school structure.
– Requires a Secondary Content Certification.
– Must demonstrate middle grades pedagogy 

competencies. 
– Must meet secondary content and pedagogy 

requirements and content testing. 
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Reinstatement 

Two forms of reinstatement:
– Certificate expiration – an educator who did not renew 

his/her certificate prior to its expiration date. 
– Performance-related non-renewal – an educator who 

does not provide evidence of effective practice based 
on evaluation ratings from state approved local 
evaluation systems. 

31



Reinstatement 
Certificate expiration:

– Educators who allow their certificates to expire can 
continue to reinstate an expired certification by 
completing a reinstatement application, providing 
necessary documentation, and paying reinstatement 
fees in addition to the certification fee.

– In some instances, educators who allow their 
certificates to expire will also need to meet additional 
Issuance requirements. 
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Reinstatement 

Performance-related non-renewal:
– If an educator cannot provide evidence of effective practice on 

his/her 3 Year Initial, 5 Year Professional, or 7 Year Advanced 
Certificate (at least one rating of Developing or higher), then 
he/she will not be able to renew his/her certificate(s).

– If an educator seeks to reinstate a certificate that was not 
renewed due to performance concerns, he/she must complete a 
reinstatement application, provide evidence of retraining and 
supervised practice consistent with his/her evaluation ratings, 
and pay a reinstatement fee in addition to the certification fee. 

– RIDE will develop standards and processes to evaluate 
performance related reinstatement applications. 
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For Further Information 

How can I find out more about certification 
requirements, certification renewal, and 
certification redesign?  
– The Educator Quality website provides links to all 

certification requirements, tests, fees, and the 
renewal process. 

– The website provides several guidance documents 
that explain the new certification regulations.

– http://www.ride.ri.gov/EducatorQuality/CertificationRe
design/Default.aspx

http://www.ride.ri.gov/EducatorQuality/CertificationRedesign/Default.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/EducatorQuality/CertificationRedesign/Default.aspx
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