Students Taking Action Now with Determination
STAND Rhode Island
On Tuesday, September 8, 2009, a new organization for adult education learners in Rhode Island was announced: STAND (Students Taking Action Now with Determination). The organization was founded by current students and alumni of adult literacy, GED, English language classes and workforce training programs.  Its purpose is to represent adult learners across the state, and to develop those learners into leaders in their programs and communities.

Starting in fall 2009, members of STAND will be meeting with adult learners across the state to listen to their concerns and achievements, and to learn how the organization can best represent adult learners to programs, state agencies and funders.

“STAND is not a program, but an organization,” says Director Wesley Garvin, “an organization run by students to develop the leadership capacity of adult learners in Rhode Island.  There are many things we would like to change, and one of them is to increase access to adult learner programs and classes, so that all Rhode Island adults can gain the skills and education they need to thrive in the workforce, especially in this harsh economy.” STAND member Adeliza Baptista adds “With better access to education and training, many adults in need of could take the opportunity at this very moment to change and improve the rest of their lives.”  

Garvin said that STAND is recruiting more adult learners to become members, and it is also the “only direct line to the students across the state, as it is for the students, by the students, and of the students.”  
To become a member, or to find out more about STAND, you can contact Wesley Garvin at wes.ga@cox.net , or 401-527-4219. Membership fees, subscriptions, and registration fees for STAND activities are allowable costs for State adult education programs.
