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Explanation and Considerations for Use

This is an example of a letter to community members that have been asked to serve as a mentor for students undertaking a senior project. It explains the responsibilities of a Community Mentor and helps them better understand their role. Schools can modify this letter to meet the needs of their exhibition system.

Visit www.northprovidencehighschool.com for current information and details about exhibitions at North Providence High School.

Prospective Community Mentor

ROLE OF COMMUNITY MENTOR

The Senior Project at North Providence High School seeks to build a bridge for students between the skills they learn in the classroom and the real world.  The three phases of the Senior Project include a minimum of fifteen hours of fieldwork on a topic of the student’s choice, a five to eight-page research paper on a related topic, and an eight to twelve minute presentation before a board of judges to synthesize and summarize the experience.  




You have been asked by ______________________________________, a North Providence High School senior, to be his/her Community Mentor because you possess expertise in an area of interest to the student. You will serve as both a guide and teacher for the student; however, the student should become as actively involved with the project as possible.  The initiative for the project should come from the student. 

To begin with, the student must present you with a working plan or idea for his/her fieldwork project.  You are then asked to:

1.
Work with the student to fine-tune the plan to develop a challenging but achievable fieldwork project.

2.
Guide, encourage, and oversee the student as he/she works to complete the fieldwork project.

3.
Verify the time the student spends on the fieldwork (minimum of fifteen hours) by signing the Fieldwork Time Log.

4.
Write a letter of recommendation for the student based on the quality of work, interest, and involvement in the fieldwork.

The Senior Project offers members of the community the opportunity to share their knowledge and expertise with the students of North Providence High School. Thank you for your consideration.  Please take a few moments to review this mentor’s packet.  If you have any questions, please call the Senior Project Coordinators at 233-1150 Ext. 156.

David R. Groccia





Kathleen M. Lisi

Senior Project Coordinator




Senior Project Coordinator

This tool was created and/or compiled by The Rhode Island Department of Education and The Education Alliance at Brown University, with the generous support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
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