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Explanation and Considerations for Use

This exercise is one way to review student access and opportunities to learn required knowledge and skills. It may be used as a model for developing a course-taking review process to assess student opportunities to learn in your school or you may choose to use it as a template for the actual process of reviewing the course-taking patterns of your students. This exercise is part of the Nippentucket Bay High School Case Study developed by the Center for Assessment. It may help to read the rest of the case study to put the course enrollment pattern review activity in context.

Course Enrollment Patterns for Grade 9 Students at NBHS

As stated previously, 5 courses are offered to the freshman students at NBHS. Basic Writing is required for all grade 9 students. All students also take one English course – English 9 Level 1, English 9 Level 2, English 9 Honors, or Literacy Support. The Literacy Support course is required for those students with a Personal Literacy Plan (PLP). Literacy Support is an ELA course providing targeted remediation to some students - the intent being to reduce the number of potential high school drop-outs and to increase the number of NBHS students who can enter RI community colleges without needed intensive remediation.

The review of course enrollment patterns for freshman at NBHS (below) helped to identify which students had the least and/or greatest access to the full and rich curriculum and instructional opportunities offered at the school.

	Sample ELA High School Course Enrollment for GRADE 9 

This table summarizes course enrollment patterns for all ELA courses offered to grade 9 students at NBHS.  (Basic Writing is required for all grade 9 students)



	Freshman Student Population


	Course:

Eng 9 Lev1
	Course:

Eng 9 Lev2
	Course:

Eng 9H
	Course:

Basic Writing
	Course:

Literacy Support

	All grade 9 students = 280


	125
	75
	38
	All students
	42

	

	Grade 9 students by Race/Ethnicity

Caucasian = 135

Hispanic = 75

African American = 50

Other = 20


	C =50

H = 30

A = 21

O = 6
	C = 58

H = 18

A = 15

O = 2
	C = 22

H = 8

A = 6

O = 2
	All students
	C = 5

H = 19

A = 8

O = 10

	

	Regular Ed Students = 254
	116
	72
	37
	All students
	29

	IEP Students = 26
	9
	3
	1
	All students
	13

	


Analysis and Action Planning from Course Enrollment at NBHS

The NBHS staff analyzed the course enrollments for grade 9 ELA courses.  The course enrollments were broken down by major racial/ethnic subgroups and by regular/special education groups.

The count summary is presented in Table 1.

Table 1: Grade 9 ELA Course Enrollment Data for NBHS
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The NBHS staff created two graphs of percentages of student enrolled.  Graph 1 shows the percentage of students enrolled in each course, broken down by subgroup within each course.  Graph 2 shows the percentage of students in each subgroup, broken down by each course.

Figure 1: Percentages of Students Enrolled, by ELA Course, by Racial/Ethnic Subgroup in NBHS
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Figure 2: Percentages of NBHS Students Enrolled, by Racial/Ethnic Subgroup, by Grade 9 ELA Courses
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After discussing the enrollment data, the NBHS staff identified several issues related to the course enrollment patterns, and also possible recommended actions.

	Issues Identified through Course Enrollment Patterns
	NBHS’s Possible Actions to be Taken

	Almost 60% of all students are enrolled in Literary Support or English Level 1, which means they are not exposed to some higher-level skills (e.g., in analysis of informational text and synthesizing across multiple texts) in their ELA courses.
	Strengthen English Level 1 to include more of these higher-level skills.  Emphasize these skills in other subject-matter courses these students take, or in their other learning experiences.

	The majority of Hispanic (65%), African-American (59%), and Other students (80%) are enrolled in the lower two courses, Literary Support and English Level 1.  40% of all Caucasian students are enrolled in these two courses.
	Work to increase the proportional enrollment in English Level 2 and Honors for Hispanic, African-American, and Other students by working with the middle school.

	15% of all grade 9 students are enrolled in Literary Support, including 50% of all Other students.
	Review placement policies—do all these students need to be placed in this course?  Could a supplemental summer course be offered prior to grade 9 to help borderline students enroll in English Level 1 instead?  Does the school have the ability to assess accurately the literary abilities of Other students?

	About the same percentage of students in each racial/ethnic subgroup are enrolled in English Honors (10%), indicating students from all racial/ethnic subgroups can qualify for rigorous courses.
	Work to increase the total enrollment in English Honors by one section, or to approximately 54 students over the next five years.  This can be done by working with the middle school to strengthen the middle school curriculum.

	NBHS has a lower percentage (10%) of students identified as special education than the state average.  Special education students are three times more likely to be enrolled in Literary Support (45% of all SPED students) than are regular education students (15%).
	Review placement policies.  Review individual cases.  Work with middle school.  May need to supplement with additional instructional opportunities.

	
	Review course sequence of Level 1, grade 9, 10, 11, and 12.  Strengthen to ensure students are prepared to graduate.

	
	Review instructional effectiveness in each course to ascertain whether subgroups are learning differential amounts.

	Other…
	


Some Questions for Future Discussions and Local Action Planning

1. Do ALL students at our school now have equal access and opportunities to learn?

2. How will courses change or be adapted to meet the needs of most students? (Are there better ways to ensure that the “system” meets the needs of most students before creating additional or remedial programs to meet the needs of some students?)

3. How will courses change, be adapted, or be supplemented to meet the needs of students with specific or unique needs?

· Students who move in and out of the district

· Students with limited English proficiency

· Students with little support outside of school

· Students who …

4. Will instruction and assessments of similar content (GSEs) give us sufficient evidence to determine proficiency?

5. What do our learning opportunities outside of traditional course structures offer?

6. In what ways can GSEs or Applied Learning Standards be consistently taught, reinforced, and assessed across courses, content areas, and grade levels?

7.  Other related topics for our school’s PBGR discussion?
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				LitSup		Eng9L1		Eng9L2		Eng9H		Total

		Caucasian		5		50		58		22		135

		Hispanic		19		30		18		8		75

		African-American		8		21		15		6		50

		Other		10		6		2		2		20		280

		Total		42		125		75		38		280

		% of Total		15.0		44.6		26.8		13.6

		RegEd		29		116		72		37		254

		SpEd		13		9		3		1		26		280

		SPED % of Course		44.8		7.8		4.2		2.7		10.2
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