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Explanation and Considerations for Use

This document was developed by the Rhode Island Skills Commission. It is an example of an exhibition course description for parents that spells out the requirements of the capstone project course. Exhibition course descriptions should reflect the specific requirements and expectations of your system, school, and community. Schools may modify this document to meet the needs of their exhibition systems.

RHODE ISLAND SKILLS COMMISSION

CAPSTONE PROJECT COURSE

Capstone Course Description for Parents

Course Description 

The Capstone course provides the opportunity for in depth independent learning

that allows students to investigate and research a specialized area of interest. By design, a Capstone project course requires students to demonstrate applied learning and specific content knowledge as well as the habits of mind to assist them in solving real world problems. Completion of the Capstone project generally requires substantial work outside of school hours. The capstone presentation, which is a required component of the capstone project course, offers the students an opportunity to showcase their work to an external audience of judges. 

Skills your child will learn in the Capstone Course

Exploring interests and issues

Developing Core Questions

Becoming familiar with content and performance standards

Learning the proper process of research 

Practicing time management skills

Practicing interviewing skills

Connecting school to career and community 

Working with an advisor and/or mentor

Problem solving

Incorporating technology

Presenting to a panel of judges

Writing reflective journals

Working with standards-based rubrics

Presentation Process

This tool was created and/or compiled by The Rhode Island Department of Education and The Education Alliance at Brown University, with the generous support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
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