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Explanation and Considerations for Use

The Rhode Island Skills Commission developed this document. It serves as a guide for districts seeking to align school/learner expectations/outcomes with applied learning skills. The left-hand column in the table below shows the applied learning proficiencies described in the current High School Diploma System. Since your school’s learner outcomes are intended to define your curriculum and directly influence what your students learn, it is a good idea to make sure that your learner outcomes cover all the applied learning proficiencies. In order to see what kind of coverage you have, write the learner outcome(s) that match the applied learning proficiencies in the appropriate box on the right.  If you have learner outcomes that do not match the applied learning proficiencies, write them outcome in one of the boxes that is empty in the right hand column.

Aligning High School Learner Outcomes 

With the Rhode Island Applied Learning Proficiencies

The left-hand column in the table below shows the applied learning proficiencies described in the current High School Diploma System.  Since your school’s learner outcomes are intended to define your curriculum and directly influence what your students learn, it is a good idea to make sure that your learner outcomes cover all the applied learning proficiencies.  In order to see what kind of coverage you have, write the learner outcome(s) that match the applied learning proficiencies in the appropriate box on the right.   If you have learner outcomes that do not match the applied learning proficiencies, write them outcome in one of the boxes that is empty in the right hand column. 

	Applied Learning Proficiencies (from the High School Diploma System Technical Assistance Bulletin)
	High School Learner Outcomes

	Problem solving: the student formulates core questions and concerns about topics or areas of interest and organizes and conducts a process to create an intellectual or physical product, hold an event, conduct a process or otherwise move towards the solution of the identified issue or problem.
	

	
	

	Critical thinking: the student analyzes a piece of work and detects incompleteness, inconsistency and opportunities for expansion of ideas, products, procedures, etc.


	

	
	

	Research: in which the student uses information tools and technology to learn and deepen his or her understanding about a topic or area of interest.


	

	
	

	Communication (oral or written): the student questions, informs, and learns from others.


	

	
	

	Reflection and evaluation: the student reviews and thinks critically about their past activities and plans for the future.
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