Rhode Island Music Grade Span Expectation 9-12
Course Alignment Template


	Individual Course Alignment Review: GRADE (S) _____ for Music GSEs
The Music Clusters below list related GSEs for local curriculum and assessment. Review the descriptions of concepts and skills for each of RI’s grades 9-12 Music GSEs. Then indicate which GSEs are addressed in each course you teach. Use the KEY to show GSEs explicitly taught/reinforced (I), assessed (A), and comparable rigor (√) to GSEs (+/√/-). Teachers teaching the same course should work together to indicate “consensus” mapping of GSEs to the course. This information will be compiled across courses and inform course revisions if needed.

	Music Content Clusters

KEY       I=Instruction

A=Assessed

+/√/- = Rigor
	Course #1


	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	M1 (9-12) –1

Students show evidence of music literacy (reading, writing, and understanding of the symbols of sound)
a. reading an instrumental or vocal score of up to four staves
b. transcribing simple songs when presented aurally into melodic and rhythmic notation 

c. accurately and expressively sight-reading music with minimal rhythmic, pitch, and dynamic errors at a grade span below full ensemble/class performance level (e.g., music that might be performed by middle school band/ensemble)


	
	
	
	

	M1 (9-12) – 2

Students show evidence of improvising, composing, and arranging 
a. improvising rhythmic and melodic variations on given pentatonic melodies in major or minor keys, or improvise stylistically appropriate harmonizing parts (e.g., guitar or keyboard accompaniments)
b. composing original melodies using accepted compositional devices (e.g. melodic variation, diminution, augmentation) or creating accompaniment for original or existing melodies (e.g., harmonizing using diatonic chords, use of triadic harmony)
c. arranging music by manipulating musical elements (e.g., manually or using music software)

	
	
	
	

	Music Content Clusters

KEY             I=Instruction

      A=Assessed

+/√/- = Rigor
	Course #1


	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	M2 (9-12) –1

Students show evidence of cultural and historical understanding of (familiar and unfamiliar) music
a. classifying, by genre or style and historical period or culture, unfamiliar but representative aural examples of music and explain the reasoning for the classification
b. identifying the sources of various musical genres, tracing the evolution of those genres, and citing well-known musicians associated with them

	
	
	
	

	​​M2 (9-12)-2

Students show evidence of connecting music to the arts and other disciplines
a. explaining how elements, artistic processes, and organizational principles are used in similar and distinctive ways in the various arts
b. creating a music score using technology that appropriately enhances or contrasts works of selected visual art (e.g., MasterTrax, Finale, iMovie, PowerPoint).
	
	
	
	

	M3 (9-12) –1

Students perform music alone and with others in a variety of settings…
a. singing a varied repertoire in a variety of focused ensemble settings with musical accuracy (e.g., SSA, SATB, musical theatre)

b. playing acoustic or electronic instruments in ensembles or music technology settings with musical accuracy
c. [Ensembles at Level of Difficulty:  4 on a scale of 1-6 or commensurate medium difficulty level for other classes (e.g., keyboard, drum circles, guitar, technology classes)] 
d. presenting a composition using a virtual instrument and digital audio software
	
	
	
	

	Music Content Clusters

KEY             I=Instruction

      A=Assessed

+/√/- = Rigor

	Course #1


	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	M 4 (9-12) –1

Students analyze and describe music

a. analyzing and describing the use of musical elements and expressive devices in familiar music (e.g., articulation, dynamic markings) 
b. analyzing and identifying the use of form in a varied repertoire of familiar music
  
	
	
	
	

	M 4 (9-12) -2 

Students evaluate music
a. developing and applying four specific criteria provided for critiquing music (e.g., dynamics, intonation, tone, and blend:  “The clarinets were in-tune with the strings and played with an open-focused sound.”)

b. using aesthetic criteria to compare and contrast various interpretations of the same work (e.g., “The grave section from the Bach overture was more Romantic than Baroque.”)
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