Rhode Island PreK-12 Literacy Policy

Scavenger Hunt 

Highlighting Adolescent Literacy

Answer Key

1. How does integrating reading and writing help students? 

Answer on page 7:

Integrating reading and writing helps students use writing to think about what they will read and to understand what they have read.

2. What does writing across the curricula mean?

Answer on page 9:

Writing across the curricula is the application of content area writing with multiple purposes. Writing to demonstrate learning becomes of foremost importance to students.  Content area writing/writing across the curricula “has come to mean drawing upon writing as a resource for skill building and for learning” (Winchell & Elder, 1992). When including writing in content subjects, it is vital to remember that content should be kept at the center of writing process (Tchudi & Yates, 1983). 

3. What are the seven characteristics commonly found in an adolescent’s reading development? 

Answer on page 18:

· Reads varied texts for many purposes 

· Constructs meaning and selects strategies that work for the genre, type of text, and purpose for reading

· Acquires new vocabulary through experiences with text

· Makes connections between texts, experiences, and knowledge of the world at large

· Extends beyond the text to interpret, analyze, synthesize, and formulate judgments 

· Applies new knowledge acquired through reading to other areas

· Sustains interest and understanding over longer texts and over extended periods of time
4. Why do many excellent third grade readers falter in academic tasks within later grades? (Hint: Five Essential Areas of Reading Instruction)

Answer on page 20:

“…many excellent third-grade readers will falter or fail in later-grade academic tasks if the teaching of reading is neglected in middle and secondary grades” (Biancarosa & Snow, 2004).  

5. What are the five essential areas of reading instruction?

Answer on page 21:

· Phonemic Awareness

· Phonics

· Fluency

· Vocabulary 

· Text Comprehension
7. What type of explicit instruction is critical to decoding multi-syllabic/specific content vocabulary words? (Hint: Phonics)

Answer on page 24:

For students in second grade and beyond, explicit instruction in morphemic/structural analysis (affixes: prefixes and suffixes, base words, word origins) is critical to decoding multi-syllabic words. These words are the majority of unfamiliar words they will encounter in text.  

8. How does vocabulary instruction change as students progress through the grades?

Answer on pages 29-30:

As students progress through the grades, vocabulary instruction becomes more sophisticated and complex (Honig et al., 2000). Beginning readers need instruction in identifying and sorting common words, describing common objects and events with specific language, and classifying words. Learning the structure of words at the syllable and morpheme levels supports word recognition, spelling, and vocabulary development (Nagy & Anderson, 1984).  

Instruction is most beneficial when teachers select vocabulary words based on usefulness. Suggestions for selecting vocabulary words to be learned include the following suggestions from Ellis and Farmer (2003): 

· Less is more – depth is more (Teach fewer vocabulary words, but teach for deeper understandings of each word.) 

· Teach terms that are central to a unit of study

· Teach terms that address key concepts and ideas

· Teach terms that will be used repeatedly throughout the semester

Teachers continuously build vocabulary knowledge by using: antonyms, synonyms, prefixes, suffixes, multiple meanings of words, shades of meaning, the use of resources (e.g. dictionary, glossary, thesaurus), knowledge of word origins, derivations, root words, analogies, idioms, and figurative language to determine related words and concepts (Honig et al., 2000). 

Those words that are conceptually difficult or represent complex concepts not part of students’ everyday experience must be intentionally taught (Baumann & Kame’enui, 1991; Nagy, 1988).

9. What is expository text? What makes it so difficult to read? (Hint: Text Comprehension)

Answer on page 34:

Expository text (informational text) is a form of writing that is intended to inform the reader about a topic. It reports factual information and the relationship among ideas.  Expository texts often have many different structures within a given text (ER&D, Reading Comprehension Instruction, 2005). Expository text is often dense and contains much information and unfamiliar technical vocabulary.  Therefore, students perform complex cognitive tasks to extract and synthesize its content (Lapp, Flood, & Ranck-Buhr, 1995).

10. What are the two areas of phonemic awareness that have the most impact on older and/or less proficient readers learning to read?

Answer on page 22:
Blending and segmenting are the two areas of phonemic awareness instruction that have the most impact on students learning to read.  This is especially true for older and/or less proficient readers (Wagner & Torgesen, 1987).

11. What is the goal of adolescent literacy instruction?

Answer on page 36:

The goal of adolescent literacy instruction is to effect students’ comprehension abilities, as opposed to affecting their understanding of one particular text (Beers, 2003).  Therefore, comprehension needs to be viewed and taught as a process rather than a product of reading.
12. What is the role of content area teachers in adolescent literacy instruction?

Answer on page 37:

Content area teachers: 

· Provide and reinforce instruction of skills and strategies that are effective in their subject area. 

· Emphasize reading and writing practices that are specific to their subjects. As a result, students read and write like mathematicians, historians, scientists, etc. 

· Explicitly teach comprehension strategies. Effective instruction demonstrates what the strategy is; why it is important; and how, when, and where to apply it. 

· Model and use instructional supports (i.e. graphic organizers, prompted outlines, structured reviews, guided discussions) to promote understanding and to enhance student performance.

13. What are the four strategies that Simonsen and Singer outlined for all secondary teachers to use to improve comprehension? (Hint: Adolescent Literacy)

Answer on page 37:

· Selecting comprehensible books at a student’s instructional level;

· Frontloading difficult concepts by giving students information about the text prior to reading;

· Giving students understanding of the vocabulary in the text; and, 

· Providing clear understandable goals to guide the reading, by focusing and setting a purpose.

14. How can teachers of adolescent learners explicitly address motivation as an integral part of lesson planning?

Answer on page 47:

After reviewing the research on motivation, Marzano concluded that “when students are working on goals they themselves have set, they are more motivated and efficient, and they achieve more than they do when working to meet goals set by the teacher…If educators expect students to be motivated to succeed at classroom tasks, they must somehow link those tasks to student goals” (Marzano, 1992).

15. What are the three types of literacy services that scaffold secondary literacy development? (Hint: Reading Instruction for Struggling Readers)
Answer on page 45:
1. School-wide discipline-specific 

2. Targeted

3. Intensive Interventions

16. According to the IRA Adolescent Literacy Position Statement (1999) students need guidance in what four parts of reading development?

Answer on page 37: 

Students need guidance as:

1. they learn unfamiliar vocabulary,

2. manage new reading and writing styles,

3. extend positive attitudes towards literacy,

4. independently apply complex learning strategies to print.

17. Elementary and secondary readers’ knowledge of oral-written language relationship is enriched when students participate in what?

Answer on page 12:
1. Peer conversations, and 

2. Student-dominated class discussion.

