Primary 

Basic Instructional Sequence

1. Read the story.

2. Contextualize the word within the story.

3. Have students say the word.

4. Provide a student-friendly explanation of the word.

5. Present examples of the word used in contexts different from the story context.

6. Engage students in activities that get them to interact with the words.

7. Have students say the word again.

8. Upon conclusion, engage students in using all the words.

First Grade Example

Beware of the Bears, MacDonald, 1999
Summary- The bears, angry about the fact that Goldilocks made herself at home at their place, decide to follow her and behave in the same bad-mannered way in her home. They have a grand time, sampling different types of cereals, trying out all of the bathroom products, and the like. They have a pillow fight which is interrupted by Goldilocks, who informs them that this is not her house but the wolf’s house.

Selected/Target Words- launch, gleeful, astonished

	Instructional Sequence



	Word 1

· In the story when the bears were playing and throwing the cereal around, Daddy Bear launched some spoonfuls of cereal in the air. 

· Say the word.

· Launch means to toss or move something upward or forward fast. 

· The space shuttle is launched into space.  The circus performer was launched from a cannon. An arrow is launched from a bow to hit a target. The ball is launched from the pinball machine.

· Making Choices Activity- If what I say could be launched, say “That could be launched.” If you think they are not things that could be launched, say “No way.”

· A rocket

· An elephant

· A paper airplane

· A tree

· Some fireworks
· What’s our word?



	Word 2

· In the story, the bears watched for Goldilocks’ reactions gleefully. That means they were very happy about the way she was going to find her house a mess. 

· Say our word.

· Gleeful means someone who is so happy that they feel a little silly or giggly. 

· The birthday boy felt gleeful when all his friends came over to celebrate his special day.  People who love the winter weather are gleeful when a storm leaves 18 inches of snow. When you find out that you can do something special with your favorite relative, you feel gleeful. The soccer team was gleeful when they won the championship game.

· Making Choices Activity-Which would make you feel gleeful—so happy you might want to giggle?

· A party in school or extra work to do for homework?

· A trip to an amusement park or a trip to the dentist?

· Having your best friend move away or having them stay over for the whole weekend?

· Staying home from school because you’re sick or because of a big snowstorm?

· What is the word we are learning?



	Word 3

· In the story, the bears were astonished when Goldilocks started laughing at the big mess they’d made. That means that the bears were very surprised that the mess would make her laugh---because they thought it was her house.  

· Say our word.

· If something makes you astonished that means it is so unusual that you are surprised and shocked by it.

· If I won the lottery, I would be astonished (and gleeful). The children were astonished when it snowed in the summer. The little girl was astonished when her doll’s head fell off.

· Giving Reasons Activity-Would you be astonished if…

· You met someone from Cleveland or from the planet Venus? Why?

· Your dog said hello or your baby cousin said hello? Why?

· Your mother served spaghetti for dinner or if she served a big banana split? Why?

· What is something you might be astonished to see in the sky? Start your sentence with “I’d be astonished…”



	Using All Three Words

· We talked about three words: launched, gleeful, and astonished. Let’s think about them some more.

· Which would you more likely want to launch – a kite or a car?

· If your teacher was making you feel gleeful, what would he or she probably be doing or telling you?

· What would make you more astonished – to find a dinosaur bone or a bird’s bone?



Please Note: To easily identify targeted/selected words in the examples below, they have been underlined.

Questions and Examples are other types of activities that may replace the Making Choices or Giving Reasons examples in the sequence above. Example: What is something you could do to impress your teacher? What is something that would impress your mother?   If you are walking around a dark room, you need to do it cautiously. Why? What are some things that need to be done cautiously?

Using All Three Words (alternate examples for activities)

· Relating Words- If the selected words are related in any way, demonstrate the relationship,  

Examples: In a sentence…Would you prefer to budge a sleeping lamb or a ferocious lion?  

Acting out…reluctant, insisted, and drowsy can be demonstrated using facial expressions

Given choices…If you get your clothes ready for school before you go to sleep, would that be sensible or raucous?
· Using Same Format- Use the same type of questioning for all the words. Example:  If you satisfy your curiosity, do you need to find out more or have you found out all that you need? Why? If a dog was acting menacing, would you want to pet it or move away? Why?

· One Context for All the Words- Example: What would an immense plate of spaghetti look like? Why might you feel miserable after eating all that spaghetti? What would it look like to eat spaghetti in a leisurely way?

· Children Created Examples-Prompt children to think about how a word fits in context by asking them to provide a question or example.

Maintaining Words

Encounters with the target words need to go beyond the vocabulary lesson if they are to become a permanent part of a student’s vocabulary. The following activities keep student’s thinking about and using target words. 

Finding/Noticing Previously Learned Words in a New Story/Context- Encourage students to share the discovery of  previously learned target words when they are encountered during read-alouds, shared reading, guided reading or independent reading. 

Applying Learned Words to New Stories- Challenge students to apply vocabulary words from past stories to the one being read.  Example: Remember the word deserve? George got a box of chocolates as a present at the end of the story. Do you think he deserved to get them?

Using Words in Reading and Writing Situations- Incorporate words in daily messages, create a dictionary with word meanings and sample sentences, encourage students to use the words in writing, and/or place target words on slips of paper in a container then choose one to challenge students to create sentences with that word.

Adapted from Beck, I., M. McKeown, L. Kucan.  Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction. Gilford Press: New York, 2002.


