Upper Elementary 

Theme: “How we use our eyes.”

Words: gape, squint, spectator, focus, scrutinize, glimpse, inspector, and binoculars

Day 1 of Instructional Cycle:

1. Introduce words using a set of pictures that illustrated each word. 

2. Teacher questions students about each picture that elicited the meaning elements of the words and then presents a definition based on those elements.

3. Students record definitions on their log sheets

4. Students review definitions by matching each word with its picture.

Target Words 

Definitions
Gape


to stare with our eyes and mouth wide open

Spectator


a person who just watches something happen

Binoculars


a special kind of glasses for making far away things seem close
Squint


to partly close your eyes

Focus


to make it easier to see clearly

Scrutinize 


to look at something very carefully in order to understand it better
Glimpse


to catch a quick look

Inspector


a person whose job it is to check things

Next Few Days of the Instructional Cycle:

         Activity: Sentence Completion

Teacher provides sentence stems; Activity completed together with class; Through discussion a sentence is developed; Students record agreed upon sentence in log.

Sentence Stems:

· gape


Mom said I must have been really surprised at my birthday party because I ___________.

· spectator

The teacher asked who wanted to be in the class play, but I said I didn’t want to act in it, I just _________________.

· binoculars

The bird singing up in the tree is too far away for me to see, so _________________.

· squint

As I looked at the blackbird, the sunlight from the window got in my eyes, and it ___________________.

· focus

At first I thought the snowman was a real person, until I _____________________.

· scrutinize

I wasn’t sure if those were freckles or measles I saw on my friend’s face, so __________.

· glimpse

Dad asked me if I knew who the person on the roller coaster was, but _______________.

· inspector

Before the airplane could be cleared for take-off, the _________________.

        Activity: Questioning

Divide students into teams; Student teams choose between pairs of target words in responding to questions.

Questions:

focus

gape

· Which would you probably do if you had trouble seeing clearly?

inspector
spectator

· What would you probably call every person watching a football game?

squint

gape

· Which would you probably do if you needed to wear glasses but didn’t have any?

glimpse

scrutinize

· Which can you do more quickly?

gape

scrutinize

· Which would you probably do if you wanted to concentrate very hard on understanding something?

gape

squint

· Which would you probably do if some dust blew in your eyes?

spectator 
inspector

· Who would probably be careful when checking things to make sure they were done right?

binoculars
spectator

· Which could you use to help you see where a baseball landed when a home run was hit?

focus

glimpse

· Which would you probably do if you couldn’t see clearly out of your binoculars?

       Midway Through the Instructional Cycle Activity: Closed Sentences

Students select target words that fit into closed sentence. Includes words from previous sets of vocabulary words (marked by an *)

Closed Sentences:

· The accomplice* wiped away the burglar’s fingerprints before the police came, so the ____________ couldn’t find any clues to the crime. [inspector]

· The photographs I took always came out fuzzy until I learned how to __________ the camera.[focus]

· I wanted to find out which tree my kite got stuck in, but my friend seized* my _________ before I  could look through them. [binoculars]

· That virtuoso* must have trouble seeing because she always ______________ when she looks at the music. [squirts]

· I wasn’t sure if the strange-looking vegetable on my plate was edible*, so I __________ it until I figured out what it was. [scrutinized]

· When my father came home dressed like a bunny rabbit, I really _____________ at him! [gaped]

· My brother is going to lead the band in the parade. But I’m just going to watch and be a ________________. [spectator]

        Towards the End of the Instructional Cycle Activity: Alike and Different

Students complete independently and then review as a class.

Alike/Different:

· They’re both people who use their eyes in special ways. One watches something for fun; the other one checks things for a living. [spectator/inspector]

· They both have to do with food. With one, you eat a lot; with the other, you stay away from eating food. [devour/fast]

· They both have to do with seeing something. With one, you get so quick a look that you might not be sure of what you are seeing; with the other, you look very carefully to make yourself sure. [glimpse/scrutinize]

· They both have to do with taking hold of someone or something. With one, you hold someone lovingly; with the other, you grab suddenly. [embrace/seize]

Final Activity prior to Assessment: Ready, Set, Go!

Students complete each activity sheet or “lap” as a partner times them. Each sheet consists of the words on one side and definition on the other. Each sheet or “lap” reorders the words and alters the definition to ensure that students are not just associating specific words with a target word. Student’s goal is to see if he/she can get faster across the “laps”.  

Assessment:

       Multiple Choice format: Note each of the incorrect choices was related to the week’s theme; the correct answer   

       was a different wording of the definition different from the one the students had worked with previously.

Assessment:

squint: to give a mean look; to pretend you are asleep; to partly shut your eyes; to look down at your feet

focus: to make more clear; to bother by staring at; to look at dreamily; to use glasses for reading

glimpse: to take a picture of; to get only a peek; to shut your eyes tightly

spectator: a person who is good at playing games; someone who doesn’t pay very good attention;

                 a person who cant’ see very well; someone who is watching something; 

binoculars: a toy for looking at cartoon cards; a special thing used by doctors to test your eyes; 

                 special glasses for seeing far away; a mast to keep you from seeing

scrutinize: look ashamed; try to remember what you see on a page; look cross-eyed;

                  look carefully and closely
inspector: someone who has a job checking things; a person who makes glasses; an eye doctor;

                 a person who teaches blind people

Adapted from Beck, I., M. McKeown, L. Kucan.  Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction. Gilford Press: New York, 2002.

