“State assessments begin, and we all must do our part”

By Deborah A. Gist, 
Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education

The start of the school year is always an exciting time for teachers and students as we get ready for another great year of teaching and learning. As the school year begins, we start to prepare for the state assessments, which will provide us with vital information about how well our students are performing, where students need additional support, and how effectively our schools are preparing students for success.

We will begin administering state assessments in reading, writing, and mathematics on October 1. All students in grades 3 through 8 plus grade 11 will participate. Rhode Island teachers, along with their colleagues in New Hampshire and Vermont, developed our state assessments, and we are confident that our assessments are rigorous, fair, and among the best in the country. These assessments are completely based on our grade-level standards and expectations, which show what students should know and be able to do at every stage in their schooling. When teachers “teach to the standards,” they prepare their students well for the state assessments. You can learn about these standards on the Department of Education (RIDE) Web site, at: http://www.ride.ri.gov/Instruction/gle.aspx.  
In Rhode Island, we never test just for the sake of testing. Rather, our assessments, which include many essay (or “extended-response”) questions, truly challenge our students to think, and the assessments keep our teachers focused on the key concepts, ideas, and skills that they must develop in each of their students, every day – not just during the testing period.

When we complete the testing and the reports come back, our teachers and school leaders will review the results carefully. They will be able to see not only which students may need extra support but where the school itself may need help, including changes in the curriculum, more support or training for teachers, or new ways to think about delivering instruction. 
Families will also be able to use these reports to see where their children are doing well and where they may need more help. This information, along with report cards and schoolwork, will help family members to discuss progress and goals with teachers and to provide encouragement and learning supports at home. 

We expect all of our students to do their best work on our state assessments. When we publish the results, we want the world to see that we have wonderful students, excellent teachers, and great schools all across Rhode Island. I am proud of the progress we have made, and I know we are heading in the right direction as we work to transform education in our state.

I strongly encourage all Rhode Island students to keep coming to school regularly, to pay attention in class, and to keep up with their schoolwork. On every school day, including testing days, I hope all students will get a good night’s sleep, eat a healthy breakfast, and try their very best. 

We all want Rhode Island to become the home of America’s best public schools, so we all must do our part. Parents should show their children that they value learning, teachers and school leaders have to focus on the standards and provide students with the support they need, and students must take learning seriously every day of the school year. If we continue to work together, I know that we will meet our goal of preparing all of our students for success in college, careers, and life!
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