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A REPORT ON THE 2014 RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC EDUCATION SURVEY

An Introduction to Rhode Island’s 2015-2020 Public Education Planning Process

On October 25, 2014, the Rhode Island Board of Education, the Rhode Island Council on
Elementary and Secondary Education, and the Rhode Island Department of Education launched
a new, groundbreaking strategic-planning process to determine the goals for pre-school
through high-school public education in Rhode Island. This process will empower the
community to develop a strategic plan for public education from start to finish. The strategic
plan for public education will be developed by Rhode Islanders, for Rhode Islanders.

We are committed to supporting the development of this plan based upon four principles:

(1) Transparency: Every part of this process will be transparent, publicly available, and
easily accessible.

(2) Engagement: Every interested Rhode Islander will have an opportunity to contribute his
or her opinion and to participate in the process.

(3) Empowerment: A community team will develop the plan; the people most affected by
public education will be closest to the decision-making process. The Board and Council
will partner with the community team from the first to the final draft.

(4) Respect: The process and plan will incorporate the opinions, expectations, and beliefs of
participating Rhode Islanders. Although not every opinion will be reflected in the final
plan, no perspective will be ignored.

This report summarizes the results of our first statewide survey on public education. This survey
is one part of the first of three strategic-planning stages:

Stage 1: Convene a Statewide Conversation

Invite thousands of Rhode Islanders to discuss the future of public education.

These discussions will range from our multi-thousand person surveys to intimate, living-
room discussions. This statewide conversation will sculpt the planning and the process
and, ultimately, serve as the basis for the strategic plan.

Stage 2: Convert the Conversation to Action

Recruit, select, and prepare the “Ambassador Design Team”

A community team will work directly with the Rhode Island Board of Education to
develop the strategic plan through numerous drafts, each of which will respond to new
“chapters” of information produced through the statewide conversation.

Stage 3: Launch a Statewide PK-12 Plan

Launch the new Rhode Island plan and create the conditions for its success

Through the combined efforts of the Rhode Island Board of Education, the Ambassador
Design Team, and the thousands of people who contributed to the statewide
conversation, Rhode Island will launch a plan that reflects our shared values, beliefs, and
hopes about the future of public education.
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Introduction to Rhode Island’s 2014 Preschool-12 Public Education Survey
Background

The Rhode Island 2015-2020 Strategic Planning Process started with a statewide conversation
about public education. This conversation included a large-scale survey intended to reach all
Rhode Islanders. Unlike educational surveys administered in the past that we distributed to
students, parents, and educators, with this survey we reached out to every stakeholder group
and community in Rhode Island. The survey had a simple purpose: Listen thousands of Rhode
Islanders — the voices of parents and grandparents, elected officials, business people, students,
educators, and community members — to better understand their opinions, hopes, and
priorities for the future of public education.

With the support of qualitative researchers, we designed this survey to achieve the following
goals:

(1) ensure appropriateness and accessibility across a wide range of stakeholders;

(2) commit to brevity (respondent completion in 5 to 7 minutes);

(3) focus on overarching goals and opinions (rather than on discrete programs or
initiatives);

(4) enable an interpretation of the respondents’ highest priorities and most strongly held
beliefs; and

(5) provide the opportunity for open-ended responses for qualitative analysis.

The Council on Elementary and Secondary Education set the audacious goal of collecting 10,000
respondents in two months. We surpassed this goal, through the support of many individuals,
communities, and organizations, including teachers’ unions, school districts, educators’
associations, faith-based and civic organizations, state government agencies, advocacy groups,
Chambers of Commerce and Workforce Investment Boards, state and regional newspapers, and
elected officials. We are very grateful for this support.

Limitations

This survey has several important limitations that we would like you to be aware of before you
interpret the results.

First, we designed the survey to support a strategic planning process and not as a qualitative
study of a discrete research question. The results support the intent of the design: to enable
readers and users to better understand Rhode Islanders’ opinions, hopes, and priorities for the
future of public education. People can use these results to inform other research pursuits, but
the inferential power of the survey results may be limited.

Second, in some cases individual-stakeholder sample sizes fell below the threshold necessary to

sustain analysis. In particular, the survey had low response rates from students, from elected
officials, and from the residents of some municipalities.
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Third, to promote accessibility we distributed the survey in six languages; however, we
administered the survey exclusively electronically. Therefore, we may have missed some key
perspectives because of the lack of access to or comfort with web-based survey tools.

Fourth, though we distributed the survey statewide and we intended to reach all stakeholder
groups, the responses are not proportionate to the demographics of Rhode Island. Among the
most notable areas of disproportionality are an over-representation of the opinions of parents
and educators and uneven proportionality across communities.

Fifth, by intentional design, the survey did not collect information on the racial, ethnic, or socio-
economic status of respondents.

Survey Results
Section One: Survey Respondents

In this section, we summarize the information that we collected about our survey respondents.
We did not collect information on gender, race, ethnicity, native language, or age.

Approximately 10,500 people responded to the survey. Approximately 10,150 indicated that
they were a Rhode Island resident, a teacher in Rhode Island, or an individual or part of a family
living in Rhode Island. The other 350 respondents were exited from the survey and,
consequently, their responses are not included in these results.

Survey Question #9: Who are you? Respondents were asked to choose the single answer that
most accurately described them.

3.2%
The majority of respondents 1.0%
. . . . . 3 4y
identified primarily as either an e = Elected official

. (]
educator or parent/guardian,
0, .

with community members as the >:2% ® Businessperson
next largest group. Grandparent
Approximately 5.2% did not 37.8%
respond to the question. 11.2% ® Current student

. m Missing
You should interpret the results

of this item with an Community member
understanding that many

. - 33.5% Educator
respondents may identify into
multiple identity categories Parent/Guardian
although the survey design forced Figure 1: Who are you? (Q9)

them to select only one category.
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Survey Question #12: Where do you live?

Residents of urban municipalities made up 40.2% of the total, with non-urban towns at 52.3%.
Approximately 7.5% chose not to share their town of residence.

7.5%

40.2% m Missing
® Non-Urban

u Urban

Figure 2: Where do you live? (Q12)

Survey Question #11: How often do you discuss PK-12 public education with friends/family?

B Missing

M Daily

m Weekly

B Monthly

H Several times per year
H Rarely/never

Figure 3: How often do you discuss PK-12
public education? (Q11)

The majority of respondents
reported that they talk about
education issues with friends and
family regularly, on a daily or
weekly basis. Slightly more than
one-quarter of the survey
respondents reported that they
discuss education infrequently.
Approximately 6% did not
respond to this question.
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Section 2: Purpose and Desired Scope of PK-12 Education in Rhode Island

In this section, we summarize respondents’ opinions on the purpose and highest priorities for
public education. For many of the survey questions, we gave respondents the opportunity to
select up to three items from multiple-choice list. To represent this visually, many charts
include two bars: one representing the total percentage of respondents selecting each item and
the other representing the total percentage of responses each item represents.

Survey Question #2: What is the purpose of PK-12 public education in Rhode Island?
Respondents selected up to three responses.

0,
Prepare every student for future economic success S

0,
Ensure students have basic academic skills EX

Support/develop Rhode Island's future workforce

. B % of Respondents
Create global citizens

B % of Responses
Connect students to their peers and community
Support our democratic society

Promote equity

Other

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0%

Figure 4: What is the purpose of public education (Q2)

The full report will include disaggregated results of this question as well as analysis of the
responses submitted through the “Other” category.
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Survey Question #3: What are the most important skills current PK-12 students should learn
before graduating? Respondents selected up to three responses.

Communication skills 61.1%

Problem solving 0%
Basic academic skills
Creativity/innovation

Use of technology and media
B % of Respondents
Employability skills
B % of Responses
Financial literacy skills

Social and cross-cultural skills
Global citizenship

Civics skills

Foreign language(s)

Other

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0%

Figure 5: What are the most important skills students should learn before graduation? (Q3)

The full report will include disaggregated results of this question as well as analysis of the
responses submitted through the “Other” category.
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Survey Question #5: What do you value most in a PK-12 public school? Respondents selected
up to three responses.

Quality of teaching 79.0%

Challenging academic program

Physical safety

Caring environment

Fun learning experience

H % of Respondents
Quality of facilities

B % of Responses
Extra-curricular options
Diversity of students and staff

Welcoming to parents and the community

Other

0.0% 20.0% 40.0% 60.0% 80.0% 100.0%

Figure 6: What do you value most in PK-12 public schools? (Q5)

The full report will include disaggregated results of this question as well as analysis of the
responses submitted through the “Other” category.
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Survey Question #4: How important is the quality of PK-12 public schools to Rhode Island’s
success as a state? Respondents selected only one.

An overwhelming majority of respondents (96.1%) indicated that the quality of PK-12 public
schools was either 5 (of the highest importance) or 4 (next highest importance). 71 respondents
(less than 1%) indicated that public education was either 1 (unimportant) or 2 (limited importance).
The full report will include disaggregated analysis of these results.

0.3%_-0.5%

3.1%

m 1 (Unimportant)
m2
m3
4

m 5 (Of the highest importance)

Figure 7: How important is the quality of PK-12 public schools to Rhode Island’s success as a state? (Q4)

Survey Question #10: What is your impression of PK-12 public schools in Rhode Island?

Respondents were asked to select one of the following choices. Approximately 5.2% did not
respond to this question. The full report will include disaggregated analysis of these results.

m Missing

m Negative: there are serious problems

= Mixed-negative: they have more weaknesses than strengths
® Do not have an opinion

® Mixed-positive: they have more strengths than weaknesses

m Positive: they have many strengths

UA

Figure 8: What is your impression of PK-12 public schools in Rhode Island? (Q10)
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Survey Question # 13: Other comments about public education in Rhode Island

The survey offered one open-ended prompt without word limits for people to contribute other
thoughts. More than 4,000 respondents followed up on this prompt, and an aggregated analysis of
the responses will be included in the full report.

Section Three: Improvement Areas and Looking Toward the Future

In this section, we summarize the responses to survey questions that focused on areas for
improvement and future priorities for public education.

Survey Question #6: What improvement priorities would you recommend for Rhode Island’s
current PK-12 school system? Respondents selected up to three responses.

Promote student creativity and self-motivation 53.89

Improve students' basic academic skills
Increase academic rigor and raise expectations
Improve the quality of teaching

Improve the quality of classroom materials

Improve struggling schools B % of Respondents

B % of Responses
Greater access to fine arts
Other

More extra-curricular activities

Longer school day/year

2.0%

Improve student transportation 07%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0%

Figure 9: What improvement priorities would you recommend for Rhode Island’s current PK-12 school system? (Q6)

The full report will include disaggregated results of this question as well as analysis of the
responses submitted through the “Other” category.
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Survey Question #7: What future priorities will best ensure that PK-12 schools meet future
student and state needs? Respondents selected up to three responses.

Adequate funding and resources 49.4%

Training and supporting quality teachers 44.0%
Career readiness and employability
Technology and digital literacy

Early childhood education

Community involvement and partnerships

H % of Respondents
Innovation and entrepreneurship

B % of Responses
College awareness
Global citizenship

Training and supporting quality principals

Foreign language instruction

6.}
Other 2.3%

0.0% 10.0%  20.0%  30.0%  40.0%  50.0%  60.0%
Figure 10: What future prioritieswill best ensure that PK-12 schools meet future student and state needs? (Q7)
The full report will include disaggregated results of this question as well as analysis of the
responses submitted through the “Other” category.
Survey Question #8: Please name one skill that Rl students should be taught in 2020 that is not

being taught today.

More than 6,000 respondents responded to this prompt, and we will provide an analysis of the
responses in the full report.
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