Pathway Endorsements: Opportunity and Access to Student Pathways
Pathway Endorsement Planning Questions

Pathway Endorsements, like high school diplomas, are awarded by districts, with minimum requirements set by the state allowing for a foundation level of common experience for all students. The state has established six areas in which all students have the opportunity to earn a Pathway Endorsement: (1) The Arts (2) Business and Industry (3) Humanities and World Languages (4) Public Service (5) STEM (6) Teaching.  Additionally, Rhode Island has established that the minimum requirements for earning a Pathway Endorsement are: (1) successful completion of at least three courses with at least one identified as advanced or experiential, (2) completion of a career and interest engagement experience such as work-based learning and (3) application of deep learning through alignment to the student’s performance-based diploma assessment.  

The following list of questions are provided to support ongoing conversations regarding pathway programming development that lead to a Pathway Endorsement.   

Pathway Development
1. Who from our district, school, and community are currently or will be part of our pathway planning team?
2. What pathways, courses or programs do we currently have that may only need some adjustments to offer cohort pathway programming that lead to Pathway Endorsements? 
3. What will our process be to approve individual pathways? 

Components & Requirements 
1. What requirements, if any, will our district have beyond the state requirements? 
2. How will we align our existing performance based diploma assessment processes with the Pathway Endorsement criteria? 
3. How will courses and experiences offered by organizations and institutions other than our school be considered in pathway programming?
4. What support mechanisms will be in place for students to identify and attain Pathway Endorsements?

Student Application
1. How will students in our district identify their interest or intent to pursue a Pathway Endorsement? 
2. When can a student identify a pathway? When is too late? 
3. What policy will the district put in place if a student wants to switch or discontinue pursuit of a Pathway Endorsement? 

Communication 
1. How will we communicate Pathway Endorsement opportunities to students and family? How will we ensure they are aware of the option to earn Endorsements in all six areas established by the state? 
2. How can a student’s IEP and/or Individual Learning Plan support student identification and attainment of a Pathway Endorsement? 
3. What is the timeline for implementation including engagement of family, student, community, school, district and school committee as necessary? 

Future Planning 
1. What will our process be to develop new pathway programming? 
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