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• Equitable: Do our recommendations advance equity, 

especially for students with unique learning needs? 

 

• Fair: Do our recommendations improve the fundamental 

fairness of the funding formula? 

 

• Data-driven: Are our recommendations based on 

empirical data? 

Shared Vision for Success 



Rhode Island’s Changing Demographics 
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Changes in Poverty: 
Student Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch 

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All but two districts remained stable or have increased rates of poverty 

  

 

District 2010 Poverty 
Level 

2015 Poverty 
Levels 

Change 

Statewide 45.5% 49.5% +4% 

 Providence 88.1% 86.8% -1.3% 

Pawtucket 77.7% 79% +1.3% 

Central Falls 84.7% 86.4% +1.7% 

Woonsocket 70.7% 75.4% +4.7% 



Changes in Poverty: 
Students Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch 

  Other Notable Changes  

  

 
District 2010 Poverty 

Level 
2015 Poverty 

Levels 
Change 

Cranston 39% 43.8% +4.8% 

North Providence 35.7% 46.6% +10.9% 

East Providence 45.5% 51.6% +6.1% 

Foster 17.7% 23.2% +5.5% 

Foster-Glocester 15.7% 20.9% +5.2% 

Johnston 39.1% 45.9% +6.8% 

Tiverton 25.7% 30.4% +4.7% 

Warwick 30.7% 36.5% +5.8% 

Westerly 33.2% 39% +5.8% 



Changes in Identification of Students with Disabilities 

District 
 

2010 Special 
Education % 

2015 Special 
Education % 

Change 

Statewide 16.5% 15.9% -.6% 

 Providence 18.1% 16.7% -1.4% 

Pawtucket 15.2% 15.8% +.6% 

Central Falls 21.7% 22% +.3% 

Woonsocket 21.4% 23.6% +2.2% 



English Language Learners in RI 

In the 2015-2016 School Year, Rhode Island has 10,229 English 
Language Learners. An additional 2,228 students are in 
monitoring.   

 

  

Spanish 
77% 

Portuguese 
7% 

Chinese 
2% 

Arabic 
2% 

Other 
12% 

Language Distribution of 
English learners, 2015 

Change in ELL Population 

2010 2015 

Statewide 5.7% 7.3% 

Providence 16.6% 23.1% 

Pawtucket 12.2% 10.3% 

Woonsocket 7.2% 8.8% 

Central Falls 22.2% 25.6% 
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English language learners 

Summary, Issue Brief 4 

• Nearly 90% of our ELLs are 

eligible for free and reduced 

lunch  

• 40% student success factor 

weight into their district 

• The instructional core 

includes ELL instruction  

• Most states specifically 

address ELL funding 

• Most commonly through a 

weight of between .1 and .25 

per pupil 

 

 



Educational Considerations for English Language learners 

• High quality ELL services can take many forms but all : 

• Focus jointly on content knowledge and language 
acquisition; 

• Use students’ native language as a strength; 

• Deliver conversational and academic vocabulary;  

• Provide challenging, age-appropriate academic content; and 

• Rely on qualified and well-trained educators. 

• Challenges of the breadth & depth of needs 

• Multiple languages in RI 90 plus 

• Variation of ELL density across the state 

• Staffing shortages 

 



English language learners: Important Policy Considerations 
for the Funding Formula 

• Focus on high quality programs that exit students as soon as 
they are ready 
• Don’t create incentives that reward keeping ELLs in programs 

• Promote rapid-but-successful exit  

 

• Recognize quality programming but don’t limit an array of 
approaches 

 

• Keep ELLs in heterogeneous environments with English-
speaking peers 
 

• Keep a focus on students 
• Decisions about services can’t be driven by resourcing 

 

 

 



• Special education services vary 

greatly and are delivered based 

upon student need.  

• The cost tends to increase along 

with the intensity of services 

• The instructional core ($8,979) 

includes $700 in special ed 

expenses 

• 31 state formulas specifically 

address students with disabilities 

• 20 use some form of a weight 

 

Special Education 

Summary, Issue Brief 5 



Educational Considerations for Students Receiving Special 
Education  

• Wide range of students 
with needs 
• High incidence disabilities – 

lower intensity of support 

• Low incidence disabilities – 
higher intensity of support 

• Related service 

 

• Wide variation of inclusion 
in general education and 
intensity of supports 

 

*Does not include out-of-district placement 

100% - 80% 
time in General 

Education 
Settings 

79% - 40% time 
in General 
education 
Settings 

Less than 
40% time in 

General 
Education 
Settings 

Special Education Placement Data 
School Year 2013-2014*  

 



Special Education: Important Policy Considerations for the 
Funding Formula 

• Understand the wide variation in student needs 

• Don’t create financial incentives for over-identifying students with 

disabilities or keeping students in special education 

 

• Encourage student placement in the “least restrictive 

environment” 

• Encourage districts to keep students with disabilities with their 

peers 

 

• Keep a focus on students 

• Decisions about services can’t be driven by resourcing 

 

 



Career and Technical Education 

Summary, Issue Brief 7 

• CTE is delivered through 3 primary 
mechanisms 

• Free-standing centers that offer 
many CTE programs  

• Centers that offer many CTE 
programs in a technical center that 
operate as a satellite to a high school 

• Comprehensive  high schools that 
operate one or two programs 

• Districts receive funding for CTE from 
two state/local sources 

• Career and Technical education 
categorical fund 

• Out-of-district tuition 


