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Directions and Background for LEAs:

Action Plans are due no later than February 28, 2020. Please direct any questions on completing this action plan to Carlin Danner (carlin.danner@ride.ri.gov) or Heather Heineke (heather.heineke@ride.ri.gov). Any LEA submitting an action plan may be subject to further review by RIDE to obtain additional clarification and documentation on the plans and data provided.

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires all states to ensure that the total number of students assessed using the alternate assessments for students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities (AASCD) does not exceed one percent of the total number of all students in the state who took the state assessments. States that anticipate that they will exceed one percent in alternate assessment participation must submit a waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education 90 days before the beginning of the alternate assessment test window. RIDE posted the waiver for public comment on December 20, 2019.

Each LEA over the one percent must complete and submit an action plan when it exceeds 1.00 percent of students assessed in a tested content area.
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The table below shows that even while our overall student population declined from 2017, we have increased in the number of students being assessed using the DLM alternate assessments. This has caused the percentage of students assessed to also increase. If we were to meet the 1.0% threshold established by ESSA, we would have 751 students assessed using the alternate assessments; 243 fewer students than we have currently taking the DLM tests.

	
	2018-19

	Total number of students
	73,759

	Total number of students assessed using AA
	933

	Percent of students assessed using AA
	1.26%

	Number of LEAs exceeding the 1% cap
	29












Individual LEA data posted at: http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/OnePercentRule.aspx
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Section 1: Reviewing Participation Data


Table 1: CALCULATING THE PERCENT OF STUDENTS in your LEA who will take the DLM English language arts test during the 2019-20 school year. 

Directions: Complete the table below with the number and percent of students assessed in 2018-19. Calculate the projected number and percent of students for the 2019-2020 school year. For each content area, circle whether or not there was an increase, decrease or no change.  If needed, use the worksheets in Appendix A for help in calculating the percentages or the Excel spreadsheets found at www.ride.ri.gov/dlm. 

	School Year
	2018-19
	2019-20
	Does the number/percent of students in your LEA go up, down, or remain consistent across the years? Circle one.

	English Language Arts
	
	
	

	Number of Students taking DLM ELA
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Percent of Students taking DLM ELA
	%
	%
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Mathematics
	
	
	

	Number of Students taking DLM Math
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Percent of Students taking DLM Math
	%
	%
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Science
	
	
	

	Number of Students taking DLM Science
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Percent of Students taking DLM Science
	%
	%
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE




1. If there was an increase in the number/percent of students taking the alternate assessment, what are some possible reasons for this increase? 




2. If there were students enrolled in 2018-19 who did not test, what are the reasons for non-participation?
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Table 2: Identifying disproportionality by disability category. Compare the number of students identified in each of the following disability categories from the 2018-19 school year to the 2019-20 school year.
	Disability as Identified in IDEA
	Number of students who took the DLM in 2018-19
	Number of students expected to take the DLM in 2019-20
	Does the number go up, down, or remain consistent across the years? Circle one.

	Multiple Disabilities
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Deaf-Blindness
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Deafness (Hearing Impairment)
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Visual Impairment
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Speech and Language Impairment
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Orthopedic Impairment
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Emotional Disturbance
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Intellectual Disability
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Specific Learning Disability
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Autism
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Traumatic Brain Injury
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Other Health Impaired-Major
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE

	Other Health Impaired-Minor
	
	
	UP        DOWN        NO CHANGE






Table 3: Identifying disproportionality by subgroup: Provide the projected count of students identified in each of the following subgroups and calculate the percent of students in that subgroup expected to take the DLM during the 2019-20 school year.
· Use only tested grades 3-8 and 11
· Include first-year EL students

	Subgroup
	Number of student in subgroup expected to take DLM
	Total number of students in subgroup in LEA (DLM, RICAS, SAT)
	Percent of students expected to take the DLM (2019-20)

	American Indian
	
	
	

	Asian
	
	
	

	Black or African American
	
	
	

	Hispanic or Latino
	
	
	

	Pacific Islander
	
	
	

	White
	
	
	

	Two or more races
	
	
	

	Students with Disabilities*
	
	
	

	Male
	
	
	

	Female
	
	
	

	Low Income
	
	
	

	Migrant
	
	
	

	English Language Learners
	
	
	



3. Does the LEA have a high percentage of students in a certain subgroup(s)? 

a. If yes, which subgroups and what are possible reasons for the high percentage? 


b. If yes, does the LEA plan to review the eligibility of these students? If no, why not?


4. How does the LEA review eligibility determinations for students to ensure viable, defensible decisions? For example, that they used appropriate evidence for each criteria, that they used appropriate evidence/factors from List 2 [page 10 of the IEP Team Guidance document], etc. Include any documents, presentations, handouts provided to IEP teams and/or teachers.

a. If the LEA has students in one of these categories who take the alternate assessment: Speech and Language Impairment, Deafness [Hearing Impairment], Visual Impairment, Orthopedic Impairment, Emotional Disturbance, Other Health Impaired, include how a student with one of those primary disability categories would meet the criteria for alternate assessment. 
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5. Does your LEA provide a targeted program that may contribute to a higher enrollment of students with significant cognitive disabilities? 
a. If yes, provide a description that explains how the targeted program contributes to a participation rate above the 1.0 percent threshold. After answering this question, the LEA should sign Section 10: Confirmation, and return to RIDE by the deadline. Do not complete the rest of the Action Plan.
b. If no, go to question 7. 




6. Does your LEA have a small overall student population (fewer than 1,000 students at grades K-12) that increases the likelihood of exceeding the 1.0 percent threshold? 
a. If yes, what is the LEA’s enrollment for grades K-12? _______________. After answering this question, the LEA should sign Section 10: Confirmation, and return to RIDE by the deadline. Do not complete the rest of the Action Plan.
b. If no, go to question 7.
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IEP teams are trained by the LEA on the Rhode Island Eligibility Criteria for the alternate assessments.


7. How does the LEA train IEP Teams and teachers on the eligibility criteria? Include any presentation materials, sign-in rosters, emails, schedules of training dates, and/or rosters with your submission. 



8. How does the LEA ensure that IEP teams and teachers from outplacement schools are trained on the eligibility criteria? 



9. List areas where the LEA may have difficulty fulfilling the training needs regarding eligibility criteria for IEP teams. 

[bookmark: _Toc531257177]Section 5: Test Administrator Training for Alternate Assessment

10. All educators administering the alternate assessments must be trained each year. What is the LEA’s test administrator training plan? Include schedules, any email notices, sign-in sheets, Kite Educator Portal reports, with your submission.
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The IEP Team Assurances section of the Participation Criteria for Alternate Assessments Form requires discussion of the following topics with families of students meeting the criteria for the alternate assessments:
· Their child’s academic progress towards achievement of the content standards in English language arts, mathematics, and science will be measured using the Essential Elements.
· They understand the graduation options for their child. 
NOTE: LEAs may choose to award diplomas to students who qualify for the alternate assessment if the student demonstrates proficiency through their coursework using modified proficiency expectations for state-adopted standards (CCSS, NGSS, etc.). LEAs also have the authority to award a certificate of alternate recognition of high school accomplishment, in accordance with LEA-defined policies and criteria (see page 13 of this manual for more information).
· They have been informed of any other implications, including any effects of local policies on the student’s education, resulting from taking an alternate assessment.

11. How does the LEA ensure that families understand the information in the bullets above? Attach any documentation, such as forms, letters, and/or presentation materials provided to families.



12. What are the local policies that the LEA informs families about as they relate to the student’s participation in the alternate assessments? Attach any documentation, such as forms, letters, and/or presentation materials provided to families.


13. Describe the LEA’s policies around graduation as it relates to students participating in the alternate assessments. Attach any documentation, such as forms, letters, and/or presentation materials provided to families.








Section 7: IEP Development

14. Describe how the LEA trains and supports teachers to develop IEP goals aligned to the Essential Elements.




Section 8: Participation in State Assessments

15. What steps does the LEA take to ensure that all students (including students with disabilities who take the RICAS, SAT, PSAT10, NGSA, and DLM) are tested on the state assessments? How does the LEA ensure students attending outplacement schools are tested on the state assessments?
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16. What resources or technical assistance does the LEA need from RIDE to ensure that students are being assessed using the appropriate state assessment?
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Section 10: Confirmation

Action plans are due no later than February 28, 2019. RIDE may request supporting documentation or clarification regarding this action plan. Please direct any questions on completing the action plan to Heather Heineke at heather.heineke@ride.ri.gov or 401-222-8493.

· I affirm that the content and data submitted in this Action Plan are accurate.
· The LEA superintendent and special education director have read and approved this action plan.

Action Plan Reviewed by:
Please enter the names and email addresses of the district superintendent and district special education director who have reviewed the content provided and can certify that all of the information given in the document is true, complete, and accurate.


								
Date	Date	


								
Superintendent Name	District Special Education Director	


								
Superintendent Signature	District Special Education Director Signature



Primary Contact Information for this Action Plan:


								
Name	Title

								
Email	Phone Number


For RIDE use only:
Date Action Plan Received: 	  Date Action Plan Reviewed: 			
Notes:


Approved by: 			  Signature: 					

Appendix A: Worksheets for calculating the percent of students taking the DLM alternate assessments.

Directions: Use the tables below to help you calculate the percent of students projected to the DLM alternate assessments in any given school year. Please note the following:
· Include only students from your LEA who will be assessed in outplacement schools both in and outside of RI.
· Use data only for the tests listed in the table.
· Include only the grades in the table below.
· NOTE: grade 10 has no alternate assessment so it is not included in the table.
· First-Year EL Students: Do not include first-year EL students who are exempt from state ELA and reading tests. However, do include them in mathematics and science calculations.


English Language Arts: Complete the table below to calculate the percent of students who will be assessed during a given school year with the DLM ELA assessments. 

	School Year: ___________
	Number of Students taking DLM ELA*
	
	Number of Students taking RICAS ELA and SAT Reading
	
	Percent of Students taking DLM ELA

	Example:
	4
	÷
	362
	= 0.011 x 100
	=  1.10%

	Grade 3
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 4
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 5
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 6
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 7
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 8
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 11
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	TOTAL (all grades)
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________


* Include only students who will be assessed in your LEA’s public schools and those students attend outplacement schools both in and outside of RI.
 Do not include first-year EL students who are exempt from taking ELA and reading tests.



Table 2: MATHEMATICS. Calculate the percent of students in your LEA who will take the DLM mathematics test during a given school year. 

	School Year: ___________
	Number of Students taking DLM Math*
	
	Number of Students taking RICAS and SAT Math
	
	Percent of Students taking DLM Math

	Example:
	10
	÷
	523
	= 0.019 x 100
	=  1.91%

	Grade 3
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 4
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 5
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 6
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 7
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 8
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 11
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	TOTAL (all grades)
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________


* Include only students who will be assessed in your LEA’s public schools and those students attend outplacement schools both in and outside of RI.
 Include first-year ELs. First-year ELs must participate in the math tests for their current grade level.




Table 2: SCIENCE. Calculate the percent of students in your LEA who will take the DLM mathematics test during a given school year. 

	School Year: ___________
	Number of Students taking DLM Science*
	
	Number of Students taking NGSA Science
	
	Percent of Students taking DLM Science

	Example:
	3
	÷
	178
	= 0.016 x 100
	=  1.69%

	Grade 3
	Science not assessed at this grade level

	Grade 4
	Science not assessed at this grade level

	Grade 5
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________%

	Grade 6
	Science not assessed at this grade level

	Grade 7
	Science not assessed at this grade level

	Grade 8
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________%

	Grade 11
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________%

	TOTAL (grades 5, 8, 11)
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________%


* Include only students who will be assessed in your LEA’s public schools and those students attend outplacement schools both in and outside of RI.
 Include first-year ELs. First-year ELs must participate in the science tests if their current grade level is grade 5, grade 8, or grade 11.






Table 3a: Subgroup by grade level worksheet. Use the worksheet below to help you keep track of the number of students in each subgroup. Use Table 3b to help you calculate the percentage for each subgroup.

	School Year: ___________
	Number of Students taking DLM *
	
	Number of Students taking RICAS and SAT
	
	Percent of Students taking DLM

	Example:
	10
	÷
	523
	= 0.019 x 100
	=  1.91%

	Grade 3
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 4
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 5
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 6
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 7
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 8
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	Grade 11
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________

	TOTAL (all grades)
	___________
	÷
	___________
	= _________ x 100
	= __________






Table 3b: Calculate the percent of students in your LEA who will take the DLM test during the 2019-20 school year for each subgroup listed below.

	Subgroup
	Number students in subgroup expected to take the DLM
	
	Number of students in subgroup expected to test across LEA
	
	Percent of students expected to take the DLM

	
	
	÷
	
	
	

	American Indian
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Asian
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Black or African American
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Hispanic or Latino
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Pacific Islander
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	White
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Two or more races
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Students with Disabilities*
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Male
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Female
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Low Income
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	Migrant
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%

	English Language Learners
	_________
	÷
	_________
	= _________x 100
	= _________%
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