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Why are statewide assessments important?

ÅStatewide assessments give teachers, students, and families 
information about student progress, school performance, and how to 
improve teaching and learning.

ÅThese assessments fulfill federal requirements as well as help us 
measure how well our state, districts, and schools are doing in English 
Language Arts/Literacy, Mathematics, Science, and English Language 
Proficiency.



What is the NGSA?
ÅThe Rhode Island Next Generation Science Assessment (NGSA) is a high-quality 

assessment that fulfills federal requirements for assessing science at the 
elementary, middle, and high school levels (grades 5, 8, and 11)

ÅNGSA assesses ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜȄǘ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 
όbD{{ύΣ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
critically, analyze information, and solve complex problems
ÅThe NGSS were designed to set forth the knowledge and skills required for students to 

succeed in jobs and opportunities in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
ÅDisciplinary core ideas (DCI) are the fundamental ideas that are necessary for understanding a 

particular science discipline
ÅCrosscutting concepts (CCC) are the concepts connect across different disciplines or situations 

that students can use to connect new learning to prior experience

ÅRhode Island and Vermont partnered to develop this assessment, built with items 
developed by ten states



Transition to the Next Generation Science Assessment

2013

ωAdoption of the 
Next Generation 
Science Standards

2017

ωLast administration 
of the NECAP 
Science assessment

2018

ωField test of the 
Next Generation 
Science Assessment

2019

ωFirst administration 
of the Next 
Generation Science 
Assessment
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How can we access results for this statewide assessment?
ÅwL59Ωǎ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǇŀƎŜΥ www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Results

o Links to the public and confidential data portals

o Supplemental materials, reports, and archive for current/past statewide assessments

ÅPublic Rhode Island Assessment Data Portal (RI-ADP):
o Aggregate data downloads and dashboard visualizations 

o In-depth presentation of district, school, and student subgroup data for all Rhode Island state 
assessments starting with SY 2017-18

ÅConfidential Educator Access through RIDEmap
o Access for district leaders, school leaders, and educators to student level data through links 

created between educators and students from course data submitted by districts

o If you do not have a RIDEmapaccount, please register for a new account at 
https://ridemap.ride.ri.govor contact your district data manager

ÅAIRWays Reporting System:User Guide

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Results
https://ridemap.ride.ri.gov/
https://ri.portal.airast.org/core/fileparse.php/1631/urlt/19-20-RI-AIRWays-Reporting-Guide_FINAL.pdf


How are results reported?

ÅNGSA results are reported in a number of ways so that districts, 
schools, teachers, and parents can see how students performed on 
each assessment:

o Scale Scores

o Overall Achievement Levels 

o Performance Levels by Science Discipline

ÅIndividual Student Reports (ISR)contain all the above information

* Remember that all assessment data, scale scores, proficiency levels, and item statistics, should be used in 
conjunction with other data sources ςattendance, local achievement data, observations ςwhen making 
instructional decisions.



NGSA Individual Student Score Report ςSpring 2019



Overall Results

ÅThis section tells you which achievement 
level the student has reached, which 
helps to show if the student is on-track 
with grade-level expectations. 

Å¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ 
score out of a possible 120 on the test 
that the student took in spring 2019.

ÅAdditionally, this section also includes 
information on how parents can use 
these results to work in collaboration 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ 
succeed.

(grade 5 ISR pictured)


