
Appendix 14 – Letters of Support from Other Stakeholders  
 
1) Governor of Rhode Island  
2) Lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island  
3) Speaker of the Rhode Island House of Representatives  
4) President of the Rhode Island Senate  
5) Rhode Island Congressional Delegation  
6) Chairman of the Board of Regents for Elementary and Secondary Education  
7) Mayor of Providence  
8) President of the Rhode Island Foundation  
9) President of United Way of Rhode Island  
10) President of the Community College of Rhode Island  
11) President of Rhode Island College  
12) President of the University of Rhode Island  
13) Director of the Rhode Island Department of Corrections  
14) Executive Minister, Rhode Island State Council of Churches  
15) Co-Chairs, Rhode Island Interfaith Coalition  
16) President, Rhode Island Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics  
17) Executive Director, Rhode Island Local Initiatives Support Corporation  
18) Senior Program Director, Community Investment Collaborative for Kids  
19) Executive Director, Rhode Island Campaign for Achievement Now  
20) Executive Director, Rhode Island Parent Information Network  
21) Executive Director, Socio-Economic Development Center for Southeast Asians  
22) Director, Developmental & Behavioral Pediatrics, Hasbro Children’s Hospital  
23) Superintendent, Providence Public Schools  
24) Superintendent , Central Falls Public Schools  
25) Superintendent, Newport Public Schools  
26) Executive Director, Rhode Island Association of School Principals  
27) Early Childhood/Special Education Administrator, Providence Public Schools  
28) Child Outreach Coordinator, Smithfield Public Schools  
29) Speech/Language Pathologist, South Kingstown Inclusionary Preschool  
30) Director, University of Rhode Island Child Development Center  
31) Assistant Professor, Community College of Rhode Island  
32) Britni DiIorio, TEACH Scholar  
33) Christine Miguel, TEACH Scholar  
34) Frances Pepin, TEACH Scholar  
35) Executive Director, Comprehensive Community Action Program (Head Start Agency)  
36) Executive Director, CHILD, Inc. (Head Start Agency)  
37) President & Chief Executive Officer, Children’s Friend (Head Start Agency)  
38) Head Start Director, East Bay Community Action Program (Head Start Agency)  



39) President, Meeting Street (Early Head Start Agency)  
40) Chief Executive Officer, South County Community Action (Head Start Agency)  
41) Chief Executive Officer, Tri-Town Community Action Agency (Head Start Agency)  
42) Executive Director, Woonsocket Head Start Child Development Association (Head Start Agency)  
43) Director, Rhode Island Head Start Collaboration  
44) Elected Organizer, SEIU Local District 1199NE  
45) Executive Director, Beautiful Beginnings Child Care Center  
46) Executive Director, Connecting for Children and Families  
47) Director, Early Childhood Initiatives, Connecting for Children and Families  
48) Head Teacher, Child’s Play  
49) Executive Director, Federal Hill House Association  
50) Executive Director, Heritage Park YMCA  
51) Director, Early Learning Center, John Hope Settlement House  
52) Director, Mariposa Center  
53) Acting Director/Education Coordinator, Pawtucket Day Child Development Center  
54) CEO & President, Perspectives Corporation  
55) President/CEO, The Providence Center  
56) Executive Director, Roger Williams Day Care Center  
57) Director, Smith Hill Early Childhood Learning Center  
58) Director, Westbay Children’s Services  
59) President/CEO, Westbay Community Action  
 
  







 
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 

Office of the Lieutenant Governor 

 
 

Elizabeth H. Roberts 
    Lieutenant Governor 

 

State House, Room 116  ●  Providence, Rhode Island 02903-1196  ●  401-222-2371 

Web Address: www.ltgov.state.ri.us. 

 

October 12, 2011 

 

Deborah Gist 

Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 

Commissioner, Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

255 Westminster Street 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

Elizabeth Burke Bryant 

 Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 

Executive Director, Rhode Island KIDS COUNT 

One Union Station 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

Dear Commissioner Gist and Ms. Bryant: 

 

I write to extend my strong support for Rhode Island’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge grant 

application. Both in my current position as Lieutenant Governor and as a former State Senator, I have supported 

and advocated for the health and well-being of Rhode Island’s children.  

 

I have complete faith in the ability of the Rhode Island Early Learning Council to create and implement a state-

wide early learning system, and am deeply impressed by the strength of Rhode Island’s proposal. Developing 

high-quality and fully accountable programs, building a strong early childhood educator workforce, and 

measuring outcomes and progress will help close the achievement gap that exists among many of our state’s low-

income children.   

 

I enthusiastically support the Council’s strategies that have been developed in this application. I believe that these 

strategies will help us achieve our ultimate goal of providing high-quality early learning opportunities for all of 

Rhode Island’s children, as well as put them on the path of life long success. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lieutenant Governor Elizabeth Roberts 

State of Rhode Island 
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October 13, 2011 

Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge Review Committee 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland A venue, SW 
Washington, DC 20202 

RE: Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge (CFDA Number: 84.412) 

Dear Committee Members: 

We are writing in strong support of Rhode Island's application for funding under the Race to the 
Top-Early Learning Challenge federal competitive grant program. According to the guidance, 
Rhode Island is eligible for up to $50 million in grant funds over the next four years. 

We are pleased that States have been provided with this opportunity to improve the quality of 
early-childhood education for our youngest learners with a special focus on increasing the 
quality of programs for children with high needs. Early childhood education is the foundation 
for all that follows. Yet many children, particularly children living in poverty and English­
language learners, have limited access to high-quality Pre-K, child care and Head Start programs, 
and they enter kindergarten at a disadvantage. We must rectify this inequity and the Race to the 
Top Early Learning Challenge will help the State of Rhode Island take swift and strategic action 
to do so. 

We appreciate the work of Rhode Island's Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary 
Education, Deborah Gist, and Elizabeth Burke Bryant, Executive Director of Rhode Island KIDS 
COUNT in spearheading the development of Rhode Island's proposal. Several core aspects of 
the Early Learning Challenge are already underway through the efforts of the Rhode Island Early 
Learning Council. This will give the state a significant head start on the formal implementation 
ofthe Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge grant. 

Rhode Island's comprehensive and ambitious application demonstrates the State's commitment 
and capacity to build a statewide system that raises the quality of early learning and development 
programs. These programs have the remarkable potential to improve the health, social, 
emotional, and cognitive outcomes for our young children, enhance school readiness, and help 
close the wide school-readiness gap that exists between children with high needs and their peers 
at the time they enter kindergarten. 

The State of Rhode Island has a proud history of demonstrating its commitment to high quality 
child care, and Head Start as a critical foundation for the early learning and development of our 
youngest children. Despite many budget challenges, Rhode Island significantly increased its 
investment in the child-care subsidy program steadily from 2000 to 2006. As funding declined 
and then leveled off in recent years because of budget deficits, Rhode Island has maintained and 
intensified its focus on ensuring the high quality of child-care programs, through such initiatives 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



as statewide implementation of the BrightStars Quality Rating and Improvement System and 
through the creation of the high quality Rhode Island Pre-K Program. 

Rhode Island also has a long and successful track record of cross-agency partnerships to improve 
the health and school readiness of young children with high needs, including children who are 
living in poverty, have special needs, are English-language-learners, or are vulnerable due to 
homelessness or involvement in the child-welfare system. 

As Members of Rhode Island's Congressional Delegation, we strongly support the goals 
embodied in Rhode Island's application, which has received the enthusiastic support of a broad 
cross-section of Rhode Island citizens. The Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge funds will 
help Rhode Island rapidly move this work to the highest level and to serve as an example of 
excellence and innovation for other states to emulate. 

We encourage you to perform a full and fair review of Rhode Island's Race to the Top-Early 
Learning Challenge application, according to the applicable federal rules and regulations. 

Sincerely, 

, 
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October 12, 2011 

 

Deborah Gist 

Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 

Commissioner, Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

255 Westminster Street 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

Elizabeth Burke Bryant 

Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 

Executive Director, Rhode Island KIDS COUNT 

One Union Station 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

Dear Commissioner Gist and Ms. Bryant: 

 

We are writing to express our strong support for Rhode Island’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge 

application. 

 

The Rhode Island Interfaith Coalition is a faith-based organization whose mission is to reduce poverty in half by 

2020. The Coalition represents community faith-based leaders of virtually all denominations. The Coalition 

strongly believes that education, particularly beginning at the early childhood age, is crucial to reducing poverty.  

We have been, and will continue to be advocates at the Statehouse for quality education programs that will benefit 

our children. Our advocacy efforts focus on the belief that we, the community, are responsible for assisting the 

most vulnerable in the state. No child should go to bed hungry, homeless and in poor health. 

 

The Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge is a great opportunity to help low income families and families 

with a disabled child improve their education and also help improve their social skills.  More importantly, the 

challenge holds the community and its providers accountable. 

 



: 

The Rhode Island Interfaith Coalition is in complete support of the Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge.  We 

will continue to be strong advocates for increased access to high-quality Early Learning and Development 

programs for the state’s children with high needs.  Our advocacy efforts will focus not only on the state level, but 

at the federal level as well. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

     
Betsy A Garland      Maxine Richman 

Co-Chair of the RI Interfaith Coalition   Co-Chair of the RI Interfaith Coalition  

    











	
  

	
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
October 12, 2011 
 
Deborah Gist 
Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 
Commissioner, Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Elizabeth Burke Bryant 
Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 
Executive Director, Rhode Island KIDS COUNT 
One Union Station 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Gist and Ms. Bryant: 
 
On behalf of RI-CAN, the Rhode Island Campaign for Achievement Now, I am writing to express our 
strong support for Rhode Island’s Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge application. 
 
RI-CAN is an education reform policy and advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring all children in 
our state have access to a great public school.  We work to connect the schoolhouse to the State 
House, educating policymakers and key stakeholders on the importance of enacting student-centered 
reforms.  Through annual campaigns, we advocate for policies that promote flexibility, accountability and 
choice within our public school system.  In our 2011 campaign, we encouraged the RI Department of 
Education to include a teacher literacy test for reading teachers in certification redesign to ensure those 
teaching the critical skill of reading to students in elementary grades had the necessary credentials to do 
so.  We are strong supporters of high quality early childhood education and plan to continue advocating 
for early learning policies in the upcoming year. 
 
Birth to age five are critical years for children, a key time for developing important cognitive, language 
and socio-emotional skills that help lay the foundation for success in school. For this reason, one of the 
goals of the Rhode Island strategic plan for transforming education is to “improve the quality and 
accessibility of early-learning programs” across the state, and we believe that Race to the Top Early 
Learning Challenge Funds will help Rhode Island move rapidly toward meeting that vital goal.   
 
RI-CAN is committed to being a strong advocacy voice for key initiatives laid out in the Race to the Top 
Early Learning Challenge application, including: 
 

o Advocating for increased access to high-quality Early Learning and Development 
programs for Rhode Island’s Children with High Needs (low-income, English 
Language Learners, children with developmental delays/disabilities, children in the 
Child Welfare system, children who are homeless). 



	
  

	
  

o Supporting a new statewide Kindergarten Entry Assessment 
o Supporting the new Early Learning Data System and its importance to support 

connections between early childhood providers and Pre-K/K-12 schools. 
 
We offer our enthusiastic support for Rhode Island’s Race to the Top Early Learning Challenge 
application. Rhode Island’s Early Learning Plan set forth in this application will substantially increase the 
school readiness of Rhode Island’s young children and will advance student achievement in Rhode 
Island for many years to come. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Maryellen Butke 
Executive Director 
 
 













 
An Equal Opportunity Employer. The Providence School Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, age, sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity 
or expression, national origin, color, disability or veteran status. Vision: The Providence Public School District will be a national leader in educating urban youth. 
Mission: The Providence Public School District will prepare all students to succeed in the nation’s colleges and universities, and in their chosen professions. 

 

ANGEL TAVERAS 
Mayor 
 
SUSAN F. LUSI, PH.D.  
Superintendent 

  

Providence Public School District 
Office of the Superintendent 

797 Westminster Street   
Providence, RI  02903-4045  

tel. 401.456.9211 
fax 401.456.9252   

 

 
October 12, 2011 
 
Deborah Gist 
Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 
Commissioner, Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Elizabeth Burke Bryant 
 Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 
Executive Director, Rhode Island KIDS COUNT 
One Union Station 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Gist and Ms. Bryant: 
 
On behalf of the Providence Schools, I am pleased to offer my enthusiastic support for Rhode 
Island’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge application.  As an educator, I understand 
how important early learning opportunities are to reducing the achievement gap.  I am fully 
committed to ensuring that every child in Rhode Island gets a high-quality education.   
 
Equal access to high-quality early learning opportunities is the first step to making sure that 
every child has a chance to succeed in school.  The Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge 
has a particular focus on expanding access for high-needs populations, including children living 
in poverty and English language learners. This focus is especially relevant to Providence, where 
42.5% of children under age 6 live in poverty and 16% of the district’s students are English 
Language Learners. This grant will help our state address the needs of those children by 
providing them with high-quality learning opportunities.  
 
As Superintendent of Rhode Island’s largest school district, I passionately support the goals and 
strategies expressed in this application and its potential to improve the lives and education of 
Rhode Island’s children.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Susan F. Lusi, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 
 





 
John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

15 Wickham Road • Newport, Rhode Island 02840-4232  
Tel 401.847.2100 ext. 212 • Fax 401.849.0170 • johnambrogi@newportrischools.org 

 
October 12, 2011 

 
 
 

Ms. Deborah Gist 
Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 
Commissioner, Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Ms. Elizabeth Burke Bryant 
Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 
Executive Director, Rhode Island KIDS COUNT 
One Union Station 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
Dear Commissioner Gist and Ms. Bryant: 
 
As Superintendent o f N ewport Public Schools, I  am  pl eased t o o ffer my full support f or Rhode 
Island’s Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge Application.  As an educator, I am fully 
committed to ensuring that every child in Rhode Island gets a superior education.   
 
Therefore, it is important to ensure that all children have equal access to high-quality early learning 
opportunities. That is the first crucial step to making sure that every child has a chance to succeed in 
school. The Race to the Top - Early Learning Challenge particularly focuses on expanding access 
for high-needs populations, such as children living in poverty, is especially relevant to Newport, and 
will ensure that our children begin kindergarten on a level playing field. This grant will help our state 
address the needs of those children by providing them with appropriate learning opportunities and 
bridge the preparation gap often seen when children enter kindergarten. 
 
I am in support of the goals and strategies expressed in this application and its potential to improve 
the lives and education of our children. 
 
If there is anything I can do to assist you in securing this important opportunity for our students, do 
not hesitate to contact me.    
 
Sincerely, 

 
John H. Ambrogi, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
JHA:wjg 

 

Providing Quality Education That Makes A Difference In Each Student’s Life  






