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Introduction 

The Rhode Island Department of Education has developed this Toolkit to assist districts 

with identifying evidence-based early childhood best practices. A team of stakeholders working 

across state agencies, Head Start’s, public schools, has developed these documents, and 

community-based agencies. These resources may assist with making ESEA Title funding 

decisions and with demonstrating the sufficient levels of evidence for their funded strategy. 

This document is the second in the series. The first, titled “Guidance Document 1: An 

Overview of How to Use the Toolkit” provides an overview of the materials. “Guidance 

Document 2: Options for Using Title Funding to Support Early Learning” have been developed 

to provide a concise list of the evidenced based programs and initiatives in the state, as well as 

to provide resources and helpful links to understand and explore these resources further. The 

below list, has been developed using the Non-Regulatory Guidance: Using Evidence to 

Strengthen Education Investments resource.  Using this guidance, an evidence-based 

intervention is a strategy or intervention that demonstrates a statistically significant effect on 

improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes. Additionally, according to the federal 

law, there are four defined levels of evidence: 

• Strong evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented experimental 

study;  

• Moderate evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented quasi-

experimental study; or 

• Moderate evidence from at least one well-designed and well implemented 

correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias; or 

• Demonstrates a rationale based on high-quality research findings or positive 

evaluation that such activity, strategy, or intervention which is likely to improve student 

outcomes or other relevant outcomes. 

The table below provides the level of evidence, using the above definitions, for each 

identified evidence based best practice. It is suggested that the Toolkit be reviewed 

electronically, so as to best access the enclosed links and resources. Please note, this is by no 

means an exhaustive list, instead, the below is intended to provide a concise listing of key 

practices for consideration. 

 

 

 

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/essa/guidanceuseseinvestment.pdf


 Evidence Based Practice Level of Evidence Resources 

Early 

Childhood 

Programs 

State Pre-K Model  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EC  Kindergarten Transition 

Toolkit* 

 

Head Start 

 

 

Early Head Start**  

Moderate Evidence  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstrates a Rationale 

 

Strong Evidence  

 

 

 

Strong Evidence  

RIDE State Pre-K Website   
 
CECE Standards 
  
BrightStars 
 
Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale (ECERS-R) 
 
Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) 
 
 
The Current State of Scientific Knowledge on Pre-Kindergarten Effects  
 
 
Guidance Document  
 
 
 
Office of Head Start  
 
Rhode Island Head Start Association  
 
Head Start Evidence Based Report  
 

Curricula Rhode Island 2015 

Curricula Aligned to the 

Early Learning and 

Development Standards 

WIDA A Theoretical 

Framework for Early 

English Language 

Development (E-ELD) 

Standards for Dual 

Language Learners 

Preschool Curriculum 

Consider Report  

 

Language and Literacy 

Consumer Report 

 

Social and Emotional 

Consumer Report  

 

Level of Evidence Varies 

By Curricula  

 

 

 

  

Early Childhood Knowledge and Learning Center- Curriculum   
 
 
 
 
WIDA Bulletin  

http://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Programs/Pre-K_Executive_Summary_FINAL.pdf
http://www.hdi.uky.edu/nectc/Libraries/NECTC_Presentations_About_Transition/Transition_Practices.sflb.ashx
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Intervention/237
http://www.mdrc.org/evidence-based-home-visiting-models
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/EarlyChildhoodEducation/Programs.aspx#13020-pre-k-programs
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Programs/2013%20CECE%20Standards%20for%20Approval%20September%202014.pdf
http://www.brightstars.org/
http://ers.fpg.unc.edu/early-childhood-environment-rating-scale-ecers-r
http://curry.virginia.edu/research/centers/castl/class
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/duke_prekstudy_final_4-4-17_hires.pdf
https://exceed.ri.gov/Docs/RIDE%20Pre%20K%20to%20K%20Transition%20Guidance%20Statewide.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/ohs
http://www.riheadstart.org/
http://ncsheadstart.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/EvidenceBasedReport.pdf
http://ncsheadstart.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/EvidenceBasedReport.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Curricula_Aligned_to_the_Rhode_Island_Early_Learning_Development_Standards.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Curricula_Aligned_to_the_Rhode_Island_Early_Learning_Development_Standards.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Curricula_Aligned_to_the_Rhode_Island_Early_Learning_Development_Standards.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Curricula_Aligned_to_the_Rhode_Island_Early_Learning_Development_Standards.pdf
https://www.wida.us/get.aspx?id=664
https://www.wida.us/get.aspx?id=664
https://www.wida.us/get.aspx?id=664
https://www.wida.us/get.aspx?id=664
https://www.wida.us/get.aspx?id=664
https://www.wida.us/get.aspx?id=664
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/curriculum-consumer-report.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/curriculum-consumer-report.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/curriculum-report-ll_0.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/curriculum-report-ll_0.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/curriculum-report-se.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/curriculum-report-se.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/curriculum
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/curriculum
https://www.wida.us/professionaldev/educatorresources/focus.aspx


Mathematics Consumer 

Report 

Child 

Screenings 

and 

Assessment

s  

Rhode Island 2015 

Curricula Aligned to the 

Early Learning and 

Development Standards 

 

Preschool Curriculum 

Consider Report  

Level of Evidence Varies 

by Curricula  

 

 

Early Childhood Knowledge and Teaching Center- Child Assessment  
 
Screening Dual Language Learners in Early Childhood Programs: A 
Guide for Program Leaders  
 
 
Policy Statement on Supporting the Development of Children Who 
Are Dual Language Learners in Early Childhood  

Parent and 

Family 

Engagemen

t 

RIELDS Family Fun 

Activities  

Parents as Teachers  

 

Healthy Families America  

 

Nurse Family Partnerships  

 

Reach Out and Read 

 

Early Head Start** 

Demonstrates a Rationale 

 

Strong Evidence  

 

Strong Evidence 

 

Strong Evidence  

 

Strong Evidence 

 

Strong Evidence  

Title I Parent and Family Engagement Toolkit 
 
 
 
Parents as Teachers 
 
 
Healthy Families America  
 
 
Nurse Family Partnership   
 
 
 
Reach Out and Read  
 
 
Home Visiting Evidence of Effectiveness 
 
 
Head Start Early Childhood Learning and Knowledge Center  
 
Colorin Colorado  

Coaching 

and 

Professiona

l 

Developme

nt 

Incredible Years 

 

Practice Based Coaching  

 

RIELDS Professional 

Development  

 

Trauma Informed Care 

 

Strong Evidence 

 

Demonstrates a Rationale 

 

Demonstrates a Rationale  

 

Strong Evidence  

 

 

National Registry of Evidence Based Programs  
 
 
Early Childhood Learning and Knowledge System 
 
 
 
RIELDS website   
 
 
 
Helping Young Children Who Have Experienced Trauma  
 
 
 
 
WestEd 

https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/math-preschool-curriculum-report_0.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/math-preschool-curriculum-report_0.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Curricula_Aligned_to_the_Rhode_Island_Early_Learning_Development_Standards.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Curricula_Aligned_to_the_Rhode_Island_Early_Learning_Development_Standards.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Curricula_Aligned_to_the_Rhode_Island_Early_Learning_Development_Standards.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Early-Childhood/Curricula_Aligned_to_the_Rhode_Island_Early_Learning_Development_Standards.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/curriculum-consumer-report.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/curriculum-consumer-report.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/child-screening-assessment
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/child-screening-assessment/article/screening-dual-language-learners-early-head-start-head-start
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/child-screening-assessment/article/screening-dual-language-learners-early-head-start-head-start
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/cultural-linguistic/Dual%20Language%20Learners/toolkit/docs/dll-policy-statement-final.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/cultural-linguistic/Dual%20Language%20Learners/toolkit/docs/dll-policy-statement-final.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family/docs/schoolreadiness-pfce-rtp.pdf
http://parentsasteachers.org/evidence-based-research/
http://www.mdrc.org/evidence-based-home-visiting-models
http://www.mdrc.org/evidence-based-home-visiting-models
http://www.mdrc.org/evidence-based-home-visiting-models
http://www.mdrc.org/evidence-based-home-visiting-models
http://gmsdocuments.ride.ri.gov/documentlibrary/59B067AB-6883-40D5-83A1-08AE2255E315.pdf
http://parentsasteachers.org/
http://www.healthyfamiliesamerica.org/
http://www.nursefamilypartnership.org/
http://www.reachoutandread.org/
https://homvee.acf.hhs.gov/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture-language/article/families
http://www.colorincolorado.org/reading-tip-sheets-parents
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Intervention/766
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/teaching/development
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/EarlyChildhoodEducation/Workforce.aspx
https://www.samhsa.gov/homelessness-housing/trauma-informed-care
http://www.incredibleyears.com/article/the-national-registry-of-evidence-based-programs-and-practices-nrepp-intervention-summary-incredible-years-program/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/professional-development/article/practice-based-coaching-pbc
http://rields.com/
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/ecetrauma/
https://www.pitc.org/pub/pitc_docs/home.csp


Program for Infant and 

Toddler Caregivers (PITC) 

 

Itinerant Professional 

Development  

My Teaching Partner  

 

WIDA Workshops  

Moderate Evidence    

 

Moderate Evidence  

 

Strong Evidence  

 
 
A Guide to Itinerant Early Childhood Special Education Services  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dual Language Learners Toolkit  

*Early head Start is both an Educational Program, as well as a Family Visiting program so it is listed under both sections.  

**Transitions are a requirement of the law.  

http://inclusioninstitute.fpg.unc.edu/sites/inclusioninstitute.fpg.unc.edu/files/handouts/EC%20Inclusion%20Institute-%20Implementation%20of%20Itinerant%20Early%20Childhood%20Special%20Education%20Services%20ppt.pdf
http://inclusioninstitute.fpg.unc.edu/sites/inclusioninstitute.fpg.unc.edu/files/handouts/EC%20Inclusion%20Institute-%20Implementation%20of%20Itinerant%20Early%20Childhood%20Special%20Education%20Services%20ppt.pdf
https://www.wida.us/ProfessionalDev/workshops/
https://www.centerforebp.case.edu/practices/trauma
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/west/pdf/REL_20124003.pdf
http://curry.virginia.edu/research/centers/castl/mtp
http://products.brookespublishing.com/A-Guide-to-Itinerant-Early-Childhood-Special-Education-Services-P567.aspx
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/culture-language/article/dual-language-learners-toolkit

